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TOWNSHIP OF WARREN 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 14, 2018 
 
These minutes reflect the following changes to the agenda, which were made by Attorney Lehrer 
the night before the meeting:  Resolution 2018-128 was removed from the consent agenda.  
Resolution 2018-125 was moved from the consent agenda to the beginning of the meeting. 
 
Clerk Reese read the following statement: 
In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was 
provided on February 1, 2018 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting 
on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk. 
 
This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the 
policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political 
affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of 
the meeting.   
 
Mayor Sordillo called the meeting to order at 7:05 AM. 
 
All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Mayor Sordillo, Deputy Mayor DiNardo, Committeewoman Garafola, Committeeman 
Lazo and Committeeman Marion were present.        
 
RESOLUTION NO.  2018-125 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL AGREEMENT WITH PIRHL  
ACQUISITIONS LLC 
 
Deputy Mayor DiNardo made a motion to approve, seconded by Committeewoman Garafola.  Roll 
Call:  All in favor 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-13 (second reading/adoption) 
 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $410,000 FOR 
 IMPROVEMENTS TO REINMAN ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF 
 WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $385,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION. 

 
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing and as there was no public comment, he closed the 
hearing and called for a motion to adopt. 
 
Deputy Mayor DiNardo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 18-13, seconded by Committeeman 
Lazo.  Roll call: All in favor. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-14 (second reading/adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT WITH WARREN LIHTC 
URBAN RENEWAL, LLC REGARDING PAYMENT OF AN ANNUAL SERVICE CHARGE IN 
LIEU OF TAXES FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK 114 LOT 22.03   

 
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing and as there was no public comment, he closed the 
hearing and called for a motion to adopt. 
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Committeewoman Garafola made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 18-14, seconded by 
Deputy Mayor DiNardo.  Roll call:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES  
Committeeman Lazo made a motion to approve the Regular and Executive Session for May 10, 
2018, Seconded by Deputy Mayor DiNardo. Roll call: Committeeman Lazo, yes; Committeeman 
Marion, yes; Committeewoman Garafola, abstain; Deputy Mayor DiNardo, yes; and Mayor Sordillo, 
yes. 
 
REPORTS OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OR OFFICIALS – None at this time 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES –  

• Mayor Sordillo attended the 150th Anniversary for the Elks. 
• Committeewoman Garafola reported that the Somerset County Raritan Sewer Authority is 

concerned about not having the sewer capacity for all the new affordable housing projects in 
the various municipalities. 

• Deputy Mayor DiNardo attended the Fire Dept. Wet Down celebration, which was a huge 
success, and he thanked the DPW for the work they did on the municipal grounds. 

• Committeeman Marion noted that the replacement of the turf field was progressing and will 
be completed by July. 

• Committeeman Lazo announced that the Park and Ride would be at the Warren Corporate 
Center starting on September 4, 2018.   The bus route goes to Manhattan, one bus each 
morning and two buses return for the evening.  

 
COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS - None at this time 
 
BILLS 
Committeeman Marion read the following resolution in full: 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-119 Payment of Township Bills 
Committeeman Marion made a motion to adopt, seconded by Committeewoman Garafola,  
Administrator Krane noted that a large amount of the expenses was the repayment of duplicate 
property tax payments from the first quarter. Roll call:  All in favor. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS – None at this time  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-15(by title for introduction) 

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER XV ENTITLED “LAND 
USE PROCEDURES” BY REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTION 15.5.4 ENTITLED 
“AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES” WITH NEW SECTION 15-5.4 
ENTITLED “DEVELOPMENT FEES TO FUND AFFORDABLE HOUSING.”  

 
Explanation:  This ordinance repeals and replaces the Township’s existing affordable 
housing development fee ordinance. The existing ordinance imposes a one percent (1%) 
development fee on the Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) of residential development and a 
two and a half percent (2.5%) development fee on the EAV of non-residential development. 
This ordinance would increase the development fee on EAV of residential properties to one 
and a half percent (1.5%) while leaving the non-residential development fee unchanged. 
These moneys are, and will continue to be used for, affordable housing purposes and spent 
pursuant to the Township’s approved spending plan. 
 

Deputy Mayor DiNardo made a motion to pass Ordinance No. 18-15 on first reading, seconded by 
Committeewoman Garafola.  Roll call:  All in favor.  Public Hearing is scheduled for July 12, 2018 at 
7:00 PM. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 18-16 (by title for introduction) 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $600,000 FOR THE 
ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF MICROWAVE LINKS FOR THE POLICE AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO SYSTEM FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$570,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE 
APPROPRIATION. 

 
Mayor Sordillo asked for the Township Clerk’s Report.  Ms. Reese received the Supplemental Debt 
Statement and filed it with the Division of Local Government Services. 
 
Committeewoman Garafola made a motion to pass Ordinance No. 18-16 on first reading, seconded 
by Deputy Mayor DiNardo. Discussion: Lieutenant Herbert Hentschel explained to the Committee 
the reason the radio system needed to be change from the 20-year-old system. Roll call: All in 
favor.  Public Hearing is scheduled for July 12, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-17(by title for introduction) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW 
JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING” BY 
AMENDING SUBSECTION (C) ENTITLED “REQUIREMENTS FOR ‘FOR SALE UNITS’” 
OF SECTION 16-6.5 ENTITLED “AFFORDABILITY, STRATIFICATION AND INCOME 
LIMITS.” 
 

Committeeman Lazo made a motion to pass Ordinance No. 18-17 on first reading, seconded by 
Committeeman Marion.  Discussion: Committeeman Lazo thanked Attorney Lehrer for addressing 
this so quickly after his request and noted that this corrects any future inequities.  Roll call: All in 
favor.  The Public Hearing is scheduled for July 12, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-18(by title for introduction) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO SELL BLOCK 165, 
LOT 4, 179 STIRLING ROAD. 
 
Explanation:  This Ordinance authorizes the Township of Warren to sell an undersized 
remnant lot no longer needed for public use to the highest bidder among contiguous 
property owners. 

Committeeman Marion made a motion to pass Ordinance No. 18-18 on first reading, seconded by 
Committeeman Lazo. Roll call: Committeeman Lazo, yes; Committeeman Marion, abstain; 
Committeewoman Garafola, yes; Deputy Mayor DiNardo, yes; and Mayor Sordillo, yes.  The Public 
Hearing is scheduled for July 12, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolutions No. 2018-120 through No. 2018-124 and Resolution No. 2018-127 and Resolutions No. 
2018-129 through Resolution No. 2018-155  were submitted to the Township Committee for review 
and may be adopted by one motion.  These resolutions are listed on the agenda for review and a 
complete copy made available in the Township Clerk’s Office. 
 
 Deputy Mayor DiNardo made a motion to adopt Resolutions No. 2018-120 through No. 2018-124 
and Resolution No. 2018-127 and Resolutions No. 2018-129 through Resolution No. 2018-155.  
Seconded by Committeeman Lazo. Roll call: All in favor 
 
2018-120  CERTIFICATION OF 2017 AUDIT 
 
2018-121 RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR  

LICENSES - CLUB 
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2018-122 RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE 
 
2018-123 RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSES 
 
2018-124 RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE - 

HOTEL/MOTEL EXCEPTION 
 
2018-126 AUTHORIZING A BUS SERVICE BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN FOR 

WARREN LIHTC URBAN RENEWAL LLC LINDBERGH AVENUE RESIDENTS 
 
2018-127 AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO FILE A PRE-APPLICATION DIVERSION WITH 

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION’S GREEN 
ACRES PROGRAM FOR A PROPOSED JCP&L SUBSTATION TO BE LOCATED 
ON A CONSERVATION EASEMENT ON BLOCK 5, LOT 1.01 

 
2018-128 AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH 

RUDR SJ URBAN RENEWAL REDEVELOPMENT, LLC FOR THE 
REDEVELOPMENT OF BLOCK 78, LOT 12 (THE FORMER KING GEORGE’S INN 
SITE) Removed 

 
2018-129 RECINDING RESOLUTION NO. 2017-94 AND AUTHORIZING FUNDING 

AGREEMENT WITH RUDR SJ URBAN RENEWAL REDEVELOPMENT, LLC 
 
2018-130 AUTHORIZING REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH AMERICAN 

PROPERTIES AT MT. BETHEL ROAD LLC BLOCK 78 LOTS 15.01 & 15.02 
 
2018-131 AWARD OF CONTRACT – L3 MOBILE-VISION INC. 
 
2018-132 SUPPORTING CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION MAY 21 – JUNE 3, 2018 
 
2018-133 APPOINTING OFFICER ROBERT APISA AS THE MUNICIPAL HUMANE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
 
2018-134 APPOINTMENT OF JUNIOR MEMBERS TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP  

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
2018-135 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE 

DEPARTMENT – MICHAEL COPPOLA 

2018-136 AWARD OF CONTRACT – MAGIC TOUCH CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. AND 
REDMANN ELECTRIC CO., INC. ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR SERVICES FOR 
TOWNSHIP OWNED BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY   

   
2018-137 AWARD OF CONTRACT 2018 STREETS OVERLAY TO P & A CONSTRUCTION, 

INC. 
 
2018-138 APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 

BUDGET RECEIVED FROM GARDEN STATE MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE 
FUND IN THE SUM OF $1,000 

 
2018-139 APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 

BUDGET RECEIVED FROM PRIVATE DONATION IN THE SUM OF $150.00 

2018-140 UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED BALANCE OF SUSTAINABLE NEW 
JERSEY GRANT  
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2018-141 CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED BALANCE OF WATCHUNG 

HILLS MUNICIPAL GRANT FUNDS 
 
2018-142 CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED BALANCE OF MUNICIPAL 

ALLIANCE GRANT AND MATCH FOR 2015 
 
2018-143 CANCELLING UNEXPENDED DEBT AUTHORIZATION FOR BOND ORDINANCE 

NO. 14-17 
 
2018-144 CANCELLING UNEXPENDED DEBT AUTHORIZATION FOR BOND ORDINANCE 

NO. 14-22 
 
2018-145 CANCELING THE UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF ORDINANCE NO. 15-20 
 
2018-146 CANCELING THE UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF ORDINANCE NO. 16-06 
 
2018-147 CANCELING THE UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF ORDINANCE NO. 17-10 
 
2018-148 CANCELING THE UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF ORDINANCE NO. 17-11 
 
2018-149 CANCELING THE UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF ORDINANCE NO. 17-12 
 
2018-150 AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR  

MUNICIPAL INSPECTION CORPORATION LLC AS THIRD PARTY SUBCODE 
OFFICIAL FOR FIRE AND PLUMBING SUBCODES 
 

2018-151 PERSONNEL POLICY – DRESS CODE AMENDMENT 
 
2018-152 AWARD OF CONTRACT – VERMAC MESSAGE BOARD WITH RADAR 

FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
2018-153 AWARD OF CONTRACT – MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS PORTABLE RADIOS FOR 

THE FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 
2018-154        AWARD OF CONTRACT – POWER PLACE, INC JOHN DEERE 1600    TURBO   
                       SERIES WIDE MOWER 
 
2018-155 AUTHORIZING FILING OF YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION GRANT 

APPLICATIONS WITH SOMERSET COUNTY 
 
Mr. Krane commented that the audit had no recommendations and congratulated the staff. 
 
Atty. Lehrer reported that the Planning Board, moving forward with the Township’s 
affordable housing obligation, approved the American Properties’ site.  
 
DEFERRED BUSINESS – None at this time 
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DISCUSSION 
a. Ambulance Service Contract 

Mr. Krane noted that the contract is expiring and his recommendation is to extend the 
contract for one year.  A discussion ensure, and the Township Committee instructed Mr. 
Krane to move forward with that agreement.  

b. Debris Removal 
     Mr. Krane advised the debris removal was completed as of May 31.  The total    
     cost for this project was $289,000.00, which was higher than the debris cleanup for     
     Hurricane Sandy.  In order to pay for the unexpected expenses, some of the snow  
     reserves will be used, as will some of the overlay budget.  Mayor Sordillo advised that the   
     Township should consider getting “Weather Insurance” and asked Mr. Krane to  
      research. 
 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
Members of the public wishing to address the governing body on any matter will be allowed three (3) minutes, 
unless there are unusual circumstances.   
 
Joe Lakatos of 7 Horseshoe Road asked if the committee could address the heavy overgrowth on 
the corner of Washington Valley Road and Dockwatch Hollow, as it obscures the line of site for 
drivers.  The Committee noted this is the homeowners’ responsibility and Mr. Chadwick will send a 
letter to the homeowner. 
 
Rick de Pinho of 11 Wilshire Road asked about the pending Ordinance on the cell and Mr. Lehrer’s 
firm is working on the ordinance for presentation to the Committee.  Mr. de Pinho asked about more 
transparency on the planning of affordable housing.  Atty. Lehrer commented sites are still under 
negotiations, which are privileged during the contract process. 
 
Rob Walton, JCP&L representative thanked the Committee for approving Resolution 2018-127, 
which will allow the new substation move forward to improve the reliability and capacity to Warren 
customers.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION   
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-156 

Pending Litigation:   Affordable Housing 
Contract Negotiations:   Evergreen Partners Contract Extension  
Privileged and Confidential:      New Liquor License Update 
Personnel:  Leave of Absence – Ken Koystopik 

 
Deputy Mayor DiNardo made a motion to approve Resolution 2018-156 and move into closed 
session.  Seconded by Committeewoman Garafola.  Voice vote:  All in favor. 

The Township Committee returned from Executive Session at 8:15 PM and Committeewoman 
Garafola made a motion to adjourn the public meeting, seconded by Committeeman Lazo.  Voice 
vote: All in favor.   The meeting adjourned at 8:16 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Cathy Reese 
 
Cathy Reese, RMC 
Township Clerk       Approved July 12, 2018 
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