MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 25, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, September 25, 2008 at 7:03 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mayor DiNardo

Absent:

Mrs. Garafola (arrived 7:25 p.m.)




Mr. Plager (arrived 7:25 p.m.)
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor DiNardo read a proclamation regarding Mitochrondia disease in honor of Dino Santana and presented the proclamation to Dino.

Mr. Sordillo read a proclamation honoring Matt Mosquera for his Eagle Scout project.
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Mayor DiNardo read a proclamation in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-17 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, RENAMING SECTION 7 
ENTITLED “HEALTH BENEFITS” AS “HEALTH BENEFITS, RETIREMENT PLANS & LIFE INSURANCE”, AND AMENDING  SECTION 7 TO INCLUDE 
ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS, INCLUDING MANDATORY  LANGUAGE REGARDING THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-17 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-18 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO CREATE NEW SECTION 3-25 ENTITLED “YARD WASTE.”
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-18 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

’s HHHH
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of August 27, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

At this time, Rory Britt, Chair of the Historic Sites Committee, addressed the governing body.  He informed them of two grants received from the County in the amount of $35,000.  He spoke of the Kirch-Ford House and the proposed name change.  The Historic Sites 
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Committee has recommended the new name to be “Krich-Ford-Terrill to include the well known Terrill Family.  He also stated that the Mount Bethel Meeting House roof will be replaced.

Mrs. Grossweiler brought up the issue of damage to the Meeting House wall due to a car hitting the wall.  The governing body will further discuss.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-213 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-213 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-19 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-19 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 08-20 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN AMENDED CONSERVATION EASEMENT FROM SEOUNG AND DONNA BAIK ON THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 27.17 IN BLOCK 50 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, AND APPROVING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE BAIK’S ENCROACHMENT UPON THE TOWNSHIP’S CONSERVATION EASEMENT ON THE PROPERTY. 

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-20 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
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2008-214
AWARD OF CONTRACT
- WESTFIELD ARCHITECTS & PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS FOR MOUNT BETHEL BAPTIST MEETING HOUSE ROOF REPLACEMENT

2008-215
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MEMBER PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT WITH CRANFORD POLICE COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM
2008-216
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM NJDEP, OFFICE OF RECYCLING IN THE SUM OF $15,882.53

2008-217
CHANGE ORDER #1 – MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD 


IMPROVEMENTS PHASE I
2008-218
AWARD OF CONTRACT – ROCK SALT THROUGH SOMERSET  COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT
2008-219
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH 

TEAMSTERS UNION LOCAL 102 FOR 2008-2010

Resolutions No. 2008-214 through No. 2008-219 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Chadwick was present to give an overview on COAH.  The regulations are still being amended and there are numerous lawsuits.  The Township has joined in two of the lawsuits.  He spoke of the total obligation of 420 units for the Township.  Half of the obligation has been satisfied.  A plan must be submitted by the end of December.  Mr. Chadwick will attend the November 20th meeting to further discuss the plan.

The governing body discussed the need to appoint assessment commissioners to assess the Hill Hollow Sewer Project.  The individuals should be comprised of engineering and financial backgrounds.  The governing body will further discuss.
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Mr. Plager gave an update on the consideration of a park and ride lot in Warren along Route 78.  He stated a bus company would be willing to come before the governing body to discuss a shuttle service to the lot.  Mrs. Garafola expressed concern over traffic and environmental issues.

Mr. Krane gave an update on the County’s improvements to Mountain Boulevard.  The west side will commence in the fall, followed by the east side in the spring.

The governing body discussed the concept of the purchasing of development rights.  Mr. Plager stated that this practice prohibits development.  The Township could work with the County to insure that land remains in its present use.  He will further discuss with Mr. Belardo.

Mr. Salvato proposed that one of houses on the former Alliance Bible Church property, now owned by the Township, be utilized as a senior meeting place.  The upstairs could be rented.  He also proposed that the other houses be sold.  The Mayor suggested that the main building be demolished.  A “green” building was proposed.
Mr. Krane spoke about energy savings.  There are grants available.  Vehicles and buildings must be assessed for improving energy.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, said that he agrees with demolishing the main building at the former Alliance Bible Church.  He also stated that Somerset County ranks fifth in taxes.
Mr. Guth, 93 Mount Horeb Road, complained about the use of paint ball guns.  He is concerned over safety issues.  Chief Leffert stated that currently there are no State laws; however the State is conducting tests.  Mr. Belardo will research bans on a municipal level.

Mr. Benham, Benham’s Garage, asked about his application for a towing license.  Mr. Belardo stated that there is a legal issue.  A decision will be made and a resolution will be placed on the next meeting.  The governing body cannot discuss at this time.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.
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Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –   PBA labor contract 

Litigation – “Gage vs. Warren Planning Board”
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:12 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:30 p.m. 

Mr. Krane stated that Raritan Borough requested the donation of a Police car cage from Warren.  The governing body agreed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:31 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

