MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 20, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, August 20, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
and July 14, 2009 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
A proclamation regarding Ovarian Cancer was read by the Mayor.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-20 by title for adoption and read the following:
August 20, 2009
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 3-23 OF CHAPTER 3 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN CONSISTENT WITH THE DECISION OF THE NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-20 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of July  23, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo asked Mr. Lehrer for an update on the farm at 108 Hillcrest Road.

Mr. Lehrer stated that letters were sent to the surrounding neighbors and to the owner of 108 Hillcrest Road.  There has been no response.  There was a summons issued for the number of horses at the farm, as the number exceeded that which is allowed by ordinance.
Mr. Lehrer recommended that a letter be sent to the County Agriculture Board from the Township.  Mr. Salvato stated that there are too many violations.  Mr. Sordillo commented that it is not appropriate for neighbors near the farm to come to the Township Committee meeting to complain.  He stated that he doesn’t agree with getting involved.  There could be litigation.

The Comments on Agenda Items portion was opened.  No one wished to comment.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-195 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-195 is appended to the official minutes.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-21, by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND TOWNSHIP CLERK TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT FOR TOWNSHIP OWNED PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 6, LOTS 2, 4, 5, AND 3.01 THROUGH 3.06

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 09-21 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-196
PROMOTION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL



R. DINSMORE, K. GALLAGHER, A. M. SAUM, R. KINGSLAND

2009- 197
AUTHORIZING 2009 WARREN TOWNSHIP CAR SHOW

2009-198 
CANCELLING TAXES FOR TOTALLY DISABLED VETERAN IN 



THE SUM OF $4,217.65

2009-199   
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 



REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF 


NEW JERSEY TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE 



DEPARTMENT IN THE SUM OF $6,000

2009-200  
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO NEW JERSEY FIRE EQUIPMENT 


COMPANY FOR SCOTT AIR PACKS

2009-201
AUTHORIZING PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE ROAD 


MATERIALS THROUGH MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE 


PURCHASING SYSTEM

2009-202      AWARD OF CONTRACT TO MID ATLANTIC PARK AND

 
PLAYGROUND CONCEPTS FOR PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

2009-203
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND TOWNSHIP CLERK TO

 

EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR ANIMAL CONTROL AND

 

KENNEL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 2009

2009-204
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO

   MASER CONSULTING P.A. FOR ENGINEERING DESIGN 



AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

2009-205
AUTHORIZING DEER MANAGEMENT HUNT ON CERTAIN 


TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES

2009-206 
AUTHORIZING REVOCABLE LICENSE TO CONSTRUCT 



DRAINAGE EASEMENT ON TOWNSHIP PROPERTY KNOWN AS 

BLOCK 32, LOTS 9.02, 9.03, 9.05

2009-207 
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF ABANDONED VEHICLE

2009-208 
AWARD OF CONTRACT 2009 STREETS OVERLAY – SCHIFANO 

CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
2009-209
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MOUNT BETHEL BAPTIST MEETING 


HOUSE NEW ROOF TO ALPER ENTERPRISES, INC

Resolutions No. 2009-196 through No. 2009-209 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to allow the State to conduct a survey of gypsy moth egg mass within the Township.
The governing body approved a request to allow Somerset Hills Hotel  to maintain the island on Independence Boulevard.
The governing body agreed to enter into a maintenance agreement regarding grass mowing at Mount Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery.
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The governing body discussed the proposal by the Fire Chief for the passing of an ordinance that would require residents to install a sprinkler system in any homes constructed that utilizes engineered lumber.  Mr. Lehrer will research the issue.

Township Engineer Christian Kastrud spoke about a County rating system program.  Residents could obtain discounts regarding their flood insurance if the Township is rated.  The governing body directed Mr. Kastrud to join in the program.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2009-210 entitled “DESIGNATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ACT ON BEHALF OF WARREN TOWNSHIP AT COAH’S MEDIATION SESSIONS” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-210 is appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Ms. Ryan, 102 Hillcrest Road, stated that there seems to be an implication that the problems she and her neighbors are encountering with the farm at 108 Hillcrest Road is only a squabble.  That is not true.
She presented pictures of steers being chained together.  The ASPCA went to the farm and ordered that the chains be removed.
Mr. Nordheim, 102 Hillcrest Road thanked Mr. DiNardo and Mr. Salvato for their visit to the farm.  The owner of the farm is not in compliance.

Mr. Washkau, 110 Hillcrest Road, spoke about the water run off problem that seems to be coming from the farm at 108 Hillcrest Road.

The owner raised the property over five inches and there are no storm sewers in the area.  A soil permit is in question.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Litigation –  O’Brien vs. Warren Township Police Department

Contract Negotiations – Mount Bethel Cemetery; Somerset County Library Commission

Potential Property Acquisition – Block 152, Lot 2; Open Space Property, 31 Ferguson Road

Attorney Client Privilege – Watchung Hills Regional H.S.
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:450 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:07 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

