MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JUNE 25, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, June 25, 2009 at 6:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
and May 19, 2009 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Salvato
Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Sordillo



Mr. Plager
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The public hearing on the Hill Hollow Sewer Project Assessment Report commenced.
Mr. Krane gave a brief history of the project.  Attorney Albert Cruz served as Special Counsel.  The report was provided to all affected Hill Hollow Road residents.  The governing body must accept the report and certify the special assessments.  
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Residents can pay the special assessment over a 20 year period at 3.47% interest.  Project Engineer Daniel Madden gave an overview of the project which involved 15 properties.   The Mayor commented that it was a long process and required NJDEP approval.  A new pump station was installed and the sewerage will go to the Warren Phase IV 

treatment plant.  Mayor Garafola opened the hearing to the public.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.  
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution No. 2009-173, entitled “AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF HILL HOLLOW ROAD ASSESSMENT REPORT AND CERTIFYING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-173 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-17 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY 
OFSOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZES THE 
MAYOR AND TOWNSHIP CLERK TO EXECUTE THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO COMMUNICATIONS SITE LEASE AGREEMENT 
WITH TOWERCO ASSESTS, LLC. 

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-17 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-18 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $520,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $494,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
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Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  
No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, the adoption of Ordinance No. 09-18 was tabled until July 23, 2009, at a meeting to begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal complex, Susie B. Boyce meeting room.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 09-19 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-62 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 172 WashingTon valley road.”
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-19 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular session and Executive Session Minutes of May 28, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-147 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-147 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions, except Resolution No. 2009-173,

 were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
June 25, 2009

2009-148
CERTIFICATION OF 2008 AUDIT
2009-149
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE
2009-150
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR 


LICENSES

2009-151
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR 


LICENSES - 
CLUB
2009-152
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR 


LICENSE - HOTEL/MOTEL EXCEPTION
2009-153
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 98-21

2009-154
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2001-11

2009-155
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2004-07

2009-156
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2002-38

2009-157
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2006-01
2009-158
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2008-11
2009-159
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2009-04

2009-160
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2008-10

2009-161
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2007-06

2009-162
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2007-19

2009-163
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2007-21

2009-164
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2008-23

2009-165
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2006-21

2009-166
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2007-09
2009-167
CANCELING FROM THE SCHEDULE OF TRUST FUND DEPOSITS 

AND RESERVE THE SUM OF $50.01 ENTITLED OEM DONATION

2009-168
AUTHORIZING APARTMENT LEASE FOR 195 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2009-169
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT 


AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT - LIGHTING ALONG MOUNTAIN 


BOULEVARD

2009-170
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT – IMPROVEMENTS TO DOCK WATCH HOLLOW ROAD         

2009-171
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 



REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF 


NEW JERSEY TO WARREN TOWNSHIP IN THE SUM OF $6,576.35

2009-172
AWARD OF CONTRACT -MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD 




IMPROVEMENTS PHASE II
2009-174
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF 



REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM STATE OF NEW 


JERSEY – CLICK IT OR TICKET 2009
Resolutions No. 2009-148 through No. 2008-174 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Lehrer, responding to a request from Cooperative Housing for the release of housing trust funds, informed the governing body that under 
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COAH rules, the Township’s draft spending plan has not been certified as of yet.  The Township must file a motion to ask COAH to approve the release of funds.  The governing body agreed.
Mr. Lehrer stated that a Supreme Court decision rejected sex offender ordinances passed by municipalities; therefore the Township’s ordinance is unconstitutional.  Legislation has been introduced to decrease the number of feet registered sex offenders are allowed near schools, playgrounds, etc.  At present, it is 2500 feet.  500 feet is being proposed.  He will prepare a draft to repeal our ordinance.  Mr. Salvato commented that he has been pushing this issue for a long time.  He would like to see tracking devices on these offenders.

Mr. Krane stated that a letter was received from the engineering firm representing an Elm Avenue subdivision requesting that the Township assist in finding 12,000 square feet of land adjacent to the stream for riparian buffer mitigation.  The firm suggested Township owned land.  During an investigation by DEP for a wetlands permit, a wood turtle was sighted; therefore the buffer distance was increased.  The governing body agreed that the developer of this project should find land.
The governing body discussed the request to place DARE clothing bins in the Township.  There was a concern as to who would be responsible and that it could be unsightly.  This will be further considered.

Mr. Krane spoke of participation in a County study regarding a narrow band radio assessment.  The County will pay for a large study; however, the Township will have to provide its own consultant.

Mr. Lehrer explained the Predatory Towing Act signed into law.

Basically, it prevents towing companies from charging excessive rates.
He will research further and make a recommendation for any amendment to the towing ordinance.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, Jack Henschel was moved to a Regular Member on the Environmental Commission for a term to expire 12/31/11 and appointed as Chair for a term to expire 12/31/09.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Lehrer referred to proposed Senate legislation that would allow developers of unbuilt, unsold age restricted housing to sell to all 
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buyers, regardless of age.  The governing body expressed concern and will send a letter of protest.
Chief Leffert presented Police awards for perfect attendance, good conduct and letters of commendation and appreciation.  The Warren Township Civilian award was presented to an individual from Phillipsburg.

The Klingert family, who recently lost their son, presented a $1,000 donation to the Police Department for their assistance during a very difficult time.

Mayor Garafola presented a Certificate of Recognition to Karen Tsung, salutatorian for the High School.
Mayor Garafola stated that at a Recreation Commission meeting, the expansion of recreational activities was discussed.  The Commission will meet with representatives from the Morris Union Jointure Commission school to discuss use of the track and gym and what the cost may be for the use.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, informed the governing body that the County senior bus has a low usage on Mondays.  She requested that Monday is eliminated from the schedule.  This would save the Township money.  
Mrs. Grossweiler spoke about the Mount Bethel cemetery.  A request has been made to turn over the upper portion of the cemetery to Historic Sites.  Mr. Lehrer noted that the State Cemetery Commission must be advised.  Mr. Krane stated that the Township will investigate the details.  The site will be visited and assessed.

Mrs. McAusland, 1 Sandalwood Drive spoke of the partnership with the YMCA regarding the program at the Morris Union Jointure School.  She stated that the program was short lived.  There is great community interest for the return of this program.  Warren lacks recreational activities, as there is no community center.  Residents in favor are planning to make a formal presentation to the Recreation Commission.  She asked for governing body support
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Mr. Vagelos, 1 Strafford Court, expressed dissatisfaction over the closing of the program.  He now utilizes the Mt. Airy facility.
Mr. Spruck, Larson Lane, stated he has to utilize the Mt. Airy facility.

Mr. Murray, Thistle Lane, stated that he misses the facility in Warren.

Mayor Garafola commented that the YMCA was supposed to move forward with an assessment study to determine if it was feasible to build a YMCA in the Township.

Mrs. Teel, asked for support from the governing body for a feasibility study.

Mayor Garafola stated that the Township would not give funds for a study.  Mr. Krane stated that a letter was sent to YMCA indicating that the Township would not engage in a study.  The Township could possibly identify focus groups for the study, but will not sponsor a study.

Mrs. Woods, 111 Reinman Road, stated that she is looking for a facility for her children to have activities.

Pat Ryan, 102 Hillcrest Road, spoke of an issue with her next door neighbor.  There is a pig wallow 20 feet from her kitchen.  She stated concern over health issues and has been dealing with the Township in an effort to resolve many issues.  Mr. Chadwick, Township Zoning Officer, referred the matter to the County Agriculture Board.  There are violations referring to the absence of permits for structures and this is being investigated.  She stated that she is very upset and frustrated.
Mrs. Washkau, 110 Hillcrest Road, asked how many horses are allowed on the farm.  Mr. Krane informed her that one per acre is allowed.

John, residing at 102 Hillcrest Road, stated that they have dealt with Mr. Chadwick and are not satisfied thus far.  There are violations.  There are flies and smells from the farm and they cannot even enjoy their yard.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, stated that he lives on the west side of the Township.  He moved to Warren a long time ago specifically for the 
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great school system.  He asked about the status of the Mountain Boulevard improvements, specifically the center island and the planned greenery.  Mr. Krane stated that the maintenance will be the Township’s responsibility.

Mrs. Maher, 31 Red Hill Road, stated support for expansion of recreation facilities.  A recreation center would be great.

Mayor Garafola stated that a referendum was placed on the ballot a number of years ago and was defeated 2 to 1.
Mr. McAusland, 1 Sandalwood Drive, referred to the Master Plan.  In a section, it provides for planning for a community center.  He feels that the governing body is negative.  Mr. Lehrer informed him that the Master Plan is not a law.  It is only a plan prepared by the Planning Board.

The Mayor reiterated that the Township would not give money or donate land.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. DiNardo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Salvato and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations -  Affordable Dwellings: Lease of Township  Property  Block 6, Lot 2, 3.01-3.06, 4&5;
Potential Property Acquisition – Open space property

Litigation – Gage vs. Warren Township

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:06 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:16 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

