MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 31, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 31, 2007 at 7:02 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato 




Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. DiNardo (arrived at 7:30 p.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Lisa Fittipaldi, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to new Police Officers Erik Larsen and William Loften.

Chief Leffert distributed the Police Awards for good conduct and commendations.
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Mr. Plager read and presented a Certificate of Recognition to Jane Asch for her assistance in the May flood.

Mary Peter, Captain of the Rescue Squad presented a yearly report that detailed the activities of the Squad.

Attorney Podvey reopened the Board of Adjustment appeal that was continued from the April 19th meeting.  Mr. Salvato and Mr. Plager will be able to participate and decide because both have fully read the transcripts, resolution and listened to the recording of the April 19th meeting.  The exhibits and photos assimilating the appearance of the cell tower were reviewed.  The governing body determined that the Board of Adjustment acted in good faith, but thought that they were not completely thorough regarding all alternatives.  They suggested that Cingular attempt to utilize the Arvidale Road site or a site at the end of Ferguson Road.  The Mayor summarized by stating that the governing body is not in agreement with the location.  Mrs. Garafola stated that she and Mr. Salvato visited the site and that she did not have any problem with her cell phone use.  Mr. Podvey stated that the decision must be based on the record alone and noted that visiting the site was acceptable.  On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the governing body decided to remand to the Board of Adjustment.  The roll call vote was unanimous.  Mr. Podvey will prepare a resolution memorializing this decision and will contact the applicant, Cingular Wireless. 

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2007-111, entitled “APPOINTMENT OF MARK M. KRANE AS TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-111 is appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-15 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT” TO ADD NEW SECTION 15-10E, ENTITLED “WETLANDS PROTECTION”
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Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was forwarded to the Planning Board for review.  At a meeting on May 14, 2007, the Board determined that the proposed ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-15 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-22 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION 2 ENTITLED “SPECIFIC STANDARDS”, PARAGRAPH N. ENTITLED “CUL-DE-SACS, PERMANENT” OF SECTION 7 ENTITLED “DESIGN STANDARDS”  OF CHAPTER XV ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN

Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was forwarded to the Planning Board for review.  At a meeting on May 14, 2007, the Board determined that the proposed ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed. 
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-22 was adopted.  The roll call vote was
unanimous. 

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-24 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER III ENTITLED “GENERAL POLICE REGULATIONS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO ADD NEW SECTION 3-26 ENTITLED “VIDEOTAPING OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC”
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Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-24 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. DiNardo reported on a meeting between Soccer & Lacrosse relative to the new turf field and the fund appropriation.  Mr. Krane suggested the appropriation of open space funds to partially fund.
The governing body agreed.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked about the funding for the turf fields.  Mr. Krane explained the process.
Karen Manner, member of the Recreation Commission, asked if the proposed Trails Committee would be a sub-committee of Recreation.  Mr. Krane stated that the governing body would appoint the members.

Rory Britt, 22 Sneider Road, spoke about the process of remanding to the Board of Adjustment relative to the Cingular cell tower matter.  The governing body stated that they hope the Board of Adjustment gets the message they are conveying.
Mrs. Haiken, 4 Ridge Road, thanked the governing body for rejecting the proposed cell tower on Washington Valley Road.

Henry Lawrence, 8 Arvidale Road, stated that he is in favor of the cell tower.  It is badly needed and it would not reduce property values.  Generally people can acclimate to just about anything.
Mayor Sordillo closed the Comments on the Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-112 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2007-112 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-25 by title for first reading and read the following:

AMENDING THE TERMS AND RESTRICTIONS OF DONATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY TO CEREBRAL PALSY OF NORTH JERSEY, INC., A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, BY WARREN TOWNSHIP AS ORIGINALLY AUTHORIZED BY WARREN ORDINANCE NO. 06-38

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-25 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. DiNardo


Aye

Mr. Plager


Aye

Mrs. Garafola

Abstain

Mr. Salvato


Aye

Mayor Sordillo

Aye
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-113 through No. 2007-136, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-113 through No. 2007-136 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution No. 2007-138 entitled “SUPPORTING CPNJ GROUP HOME” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was as follows:

Mr. DiNardo


Aye

Mr. Plager


Aye

Mrs. Garafola

Abstain

Mr. Salvato


Aye

Mayor Sordillo

Aye

Resolution No. 2007-138 is appended to the official minutes.
The governing body agreed to establish a Recreation Youth Sports Safety Advisory Committee.  A resolution will be prepared for the next meeting.
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Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the Township will be required by NJDEP to adopt a fertilizer management ordinance.
The attorney from the Sewerage Authority will attend a meeting and report back to the Township with further details.

Mr. Krane noted that the site plan for the Cingular Wireless 120 foot monopole on Route 78, that was previously approved, have been received by the Township.

The governing body will review the request by Tom Byrne, Fire Marshal, relative to increasing fees.

Mr. Krane asked the Committee to review the concept plan for Alliance Bible Church.  

The Committee discussed the 2007 County Municipal Planning Partnership program.  The County would provide a maximum of $30,000 in funding.  Warren will not participate this year.
Mr. Krane spoke of a meeting that he attended relative to shared services and consolidation, which included discussions on central County services.  Mayor Sordillo stated that this concept is not popular with municipalities, as it would take away local officials’ decisions in each town.

The governing body agreed to a summer hour schedule for the Construction office.

Ordinances reflecting the Master Plan amendments will be introduced at the June 21st meeting.
The Township will continue to participate in the Community Development Block Grant Programs for 2008-2010.
Mrs. Garafola suggested co-sponsoring an Art Show on the same day as the Car Show in September.  The governing body agreed.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, reported that there is a trench on King George Road that needs to be repaired.  He also requested a list of road overlays scheduled in the Township.
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Mayor Sordillo closed the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – B. Streker – medical leave of absence

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:09 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:11 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

