MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 10, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 10, 2007 at 7:13 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Deputy Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato 




Mr. DiNardo
Absent:

Mayor Sordillo (arrived at 7:13 p.m.)
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Deputy Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-13 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT over Warren Township’s property at Lot 71 in Block 114.01 to Jerry and Linda Coughlin.
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Mr. Belardo stated that the non-substantial amendment to this ordinance is a change in the amount of the cost of the easement to be paid to the Township.
Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-13 was adopted, as amended.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-14 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP

REAL PROPERTY BY PRIVATE SALE
Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-14 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-15 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT” TO ADD NEW SECTION 15-10E, ENTITLED “WETLAND PROTECTION”
Ms. DiRocco noted that the ordinance was referred to the Planning Board for review.  The Planning Board cancelled the meeting scheduled for discussion on this ordinance.  The Board will meet next week and will then discuss the ordinance.  She suggested that the Public Hearing be postponed till May 31, 2007.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the public hearing on ordinance no. 07-15 is postponed till May 31, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Complex.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-16 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER V ENTITLED “ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL” (SECTION 5-3.4 ENTITLED “LICENSE FEES; MAXIMUM NUMBER”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, ADOPTED DECEMBER 21, 1972, AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IS HEREBY SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED
Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-16 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-17 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $26,000.00 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR PAINTING OF LIBRARY AT 42 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD

Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-17 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-18 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $19,500 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE AND OF A FIELD GROOMER WITH LEVELING BOX FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-18 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-19 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $40,000. AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE RESCUE UNIT WITH TRAILER AND APPROVED FIRE RELATED EQUIPMENT
Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-19 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-20 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $36,000.00 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A ¾ TON PICK UP TRUCK WITH PLOW AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-20 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-21 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION

OF $500,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY

OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE
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ISSUANCE OF $470,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION

Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance has been endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services and returned to the Township Clerks office for filing.

Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-21 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Sordillo arrived at 7:13 p.m.
Mrs. Garafola stated that the 2007 Municipal Budget was approved by the Township Committee on March 29, 2007.  A summary of the budget was published in the Courier News on April 14, 2007.  Copies of the budget were made available for public inspection in the Warren Township Library and in the Township Clerk’s Office.

Mrs. Garafola commended her colleagues for accomplishing a 3.8% overall increase in the budget and spoke of major points in the budget as detailed in the municipal budget public hearing packet.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution No. 2007-90 entitled “BUDGET EXAMINATION” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on the budget.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution no. 2007-91 for the adoption of the budget was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the Regular session minutes of April 19, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Pilla, 46 Reinman Road, expressed concern over the proposed ordinance on the agenda relative to the parking of commercial plate vehicles in residential driveways. His vehicles are pick-up trucks. Mr. Belardo stated that the ordinance proposes the parking of only one commercial vehicle.   Mr. DiNardo spoke about trucks that are used for business and the problem of running the diesel engine early in the morning.  He stated that he has received a number of complaints.  After further discussion, the governing body decided to further review the proposed ordinance.
Mr. Drasin, 4 Manor Drive, who is a member of the Lions Club, presented a plaque to Mr. Salvato honoring him for his lifetime membership of 58 years  in the Lions Club.

Mayor Sordillo closed the Comments on the Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-92 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-92 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-22 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION 2 ENTITLED “SPECIFIC STANDARDS”, PARAGRAPH N. ENTITLED “CUL-DE-SACS, PERMANENT” OF SECTION 7 ENTITLED “DESIGN STANDARDS”  OF CHAPTER XV ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-22 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
As a result of the earlier discussion of proposed ordinance no. 07-23 regarding the parking of commercial vehicles, the governing body removed this ordinance from the agenda.
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Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-24 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER III ENTITLED “GENERAL POLICE REGULATIONS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO ADD NEW SECTION 3-26 ENTITLED “VIDEOTAPING OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC”
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-24 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-93 through No. 2007-110, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-93 through No. 2007-110 are appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Sordillo spoke of requests from residents regarding energy consumption and what steps the Township is taking to save energy.
Mr. Buro, Superintendent of Public Works, stated that efficient light bulbs are utilized, efficient a/c and heating units and the regular practice of winterizing buildings as well.  They are exploring the use of energy efficient vehicles too.  The Mayor asked Mr. Buro to send a report to the League of Municipalities and Somerset County Business Partnership on the status of Warren Township.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Kathy Winter was appointed to the Recreation Commission to fill an unexpired term until 12/31/07 as a Regular member.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Krane noted that the Township is re-negotiating the license agreement with Atlantic Ambulance for service to the Township.  He recommended a multi year contract.  The governing body agreed.

Mr. Krane brought up the issue of the Recreation Commission appointing sub-committees.  Any appointments should be made by the governing body.  The Recreation Commission can only recommend committees.  Mr. Belardo opined that an ad hoc committee could be appointed for up to a year.  The governing body thought it best to have “advisory committees”.
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Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, asked for a list of road overlay projects.
Mr. Adriaanse, 148 Mountain Avenue spoke about a ditch behind his property.  The ditch is getting deeper due to brook overflowing.  He was directed to call Mr. Buro at DPW.

Mayor Sordillo closed the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

