MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 19, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, April 19, 2007 at 6:18 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and April 13, 2007 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mrs. Garafola




Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. Salvato

Mr. Plager (arrived at 7:15 p.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the Special and Executive session minutes of March 22, 2007 and the Regular and Executive Sessions of March 29, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mayor Sordillo reported on a meeting with Watchung relative to the funding for the High School.  Warren pays approximately 58% and Long Hill pay approximately 22%.   There was a general consensus that Green Brook should pay more.  Watchung is hiring an expert to investigate the matter.  Mrs. Garafola noted that the tuition cost for Green Brook is set by the State and is based on ratables.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to be heard and this portion was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-79 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-79 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-13 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT over Warren Township’s property at Lot 71 in Block 114.01 to Jerry and Linda Coughlin.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-13 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-14 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP

REAL PROPERTY BY PRIVATE SALE
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-14 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-15 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT” TO ADD NEW SECTION 15-10E, ENTITLED “WETLAND PROTECTION”
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-15 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-16 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER V ENTITLED “ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL” (SECTION 5-3.4 ENTITLED “LICENSE FEES; MAXIMUM NUMBER”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, ADOPTED DECEMBER 21, 1972, AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IS HEREBY SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-16 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-17 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $26,000.00 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR PAINTING OF LIBRARY AT 42 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-17 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-18 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $19,500 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE AND OF A FIELD GROOMER WITH LEVELING BOX FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-18 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-19 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $40,000. AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE RESCUE UNIT WITH TRAILER AND APPROVED FIRE RELATED EQUIPMENT 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-19 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-20 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $36,000.00 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A ¾ TON PICK UP TRUCK WITH PLOW AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-20 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-21 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION

OF $500,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY

OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE

ISSUANCE OF $470,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this Ordinance was received this date and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for endorsement.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-21 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-80 through No. 2007-88, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-80 through No. 2007-88 are appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola stated that a proclamation was issued at the Freeholder’s meeting honoring Municipal Clerks’ Week and presented to Ms. DiRocco.  She commended Ms. DiRocco.   Mrs. Garafola read the proclamation.  The proclamation is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Belardo recused himself from the following Board of Adjustment appeal hearing.

At this time, the Board of Adjustment appeal commenced regarding the issuance of a variance to Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC for several bulk variances for the location of a 100’ monopole at 19 Washington Valley Road.  The appeal was filed by resident Wayne DeFeo, 15 Washington Valley Road.

Mr. Podvey, Special Counsel, had been retained by the Township and gave instructions to the Committee.  The three exhibits that were introduced were the Board of Adjustment resolution, the Notice of Appeal and the Notice of Hearing.  The appeal will be based solely on the record.  He noted that only Mr. DeFeo and the attorney for Cingular Wireless will be allowed to address the Committee. 
Mr. DeFeo stated his objections to the governing body.  These objections are listed in the Notice of Appeal dated February 2, 2007 and appended to the official minutes. 

Mr. Plager arrived at 7:15 p.m.
Mr. Stracco, attorney for Cingular Wireless, stated that the Board of Adjustment’s decision was not inconsistent with the law.  The resolution speaks for itself and the Board knew the law.  They relied on expert testimony and made the right decision.
Mr. Podvey stated that the Committee can reverse, remand or refer the Board of Adjustment decision.  They have the power to consider Mr. DeFeo’s concerns and make recommendations to the Board.  Mrs. Garafola requested a more detailed illustration, contamination abated,
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field testing, an assessment on the impact of property values,  the removal of an existing building so dual use would be eliminated, no pollution from diesel fuel and no noise from the proposed generator.
Mr. Podvey stated that the dual use on the building could be removed and the requirement of no air pollution addressed.  A more detailed visual impact could be obtained as well. 

Mr. DiNardo asked if other Carriers could utilize the monopole.  Mr. Podvey stated that it could be a co-location if the pole was 10 feet higher.

Mr. Plager will listen to the recorded CD of this meeting.  This will enable him to participate.  The hearing will continue at the May 31, 2007 meeting.  The Committee will read the resolution, which was not previously forwarded to them, and will review all the exhibits.

Mr. Belardo returned to the meeting.

Mr. Linville, County Tax Administrator, was present to explain assessment and appeal procedures to the governing body.  He explained that Assessors report to the County.  The County wants all property owners to be fairly assessed.  A re-assessment program avoids revaluations by maintaining values close to 100%.  There is no advantage to lowering ratios.  When the ratio falls, commercial properties have a better chance of appealing.  The success rates of appeals to the County are 20 – 30%.  He explained that both the house and the property are considered during assessment.  The grouping of neighborhoods equates to similar houses.  Unique properties are difficult to assess.  Power lines near properties reduce the value.  Cell towers do not reduce the value.  
Mr. Kerwin, Tax Assessor, stated that he is required to inspect at least 25% of all properties in the Township.  The purpose is to update information.  He distributed an overview relating to assessments, assessment changes, range in assessment changes and the number of appeals on file.  He stated that commercial properties have improved.  When assessing, consideration is made as to the condition of the house.  Mr. Kerwin stated that he has an obligation to file a tax assessment list to the County, which the County ultimately approves.
He will be attending a County Tax Assessors’ meeting at the end of April.  At that meeting, he will inquire about the possibility of skipping assessments for a year due to the flat market.  Mr. Kerwin will report back to the governing body.

April 19, 2007

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-11 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-11 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Krane noted that the report on Spring Lane Well Contamination was submitted to the State.  
The Committee denied a rezoning request relative to Block 90, Lots 2 & 3.  The requestor should go to the Board of Adjustment.

The governing body agreed to renew house leases at Wagner Farm.  The increase will be 3%.

The Committee agreed to hire a permanent replacement for the Recreation Director’s position.  An interim, that would be part or full time, will be utilized until August 1st.

The governing body agreed to accept an OEM Command Post vehicle

from Somerset County. 
The Committee agreed to a proposal from Warren Baseball to rebuild the Snack Shack.  The rebuild will be at their cost.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

No one wished to be heard and this portion was closed.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:37 p.m.

At adjournment, resident Jerry Coughlin asked to speak to the governing body on ordinance no. 07-13 that was introduced earlier in the meeting.  He had arrived late and didn’t realize the process. 
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, the meeting was reopened at 9:38 p.m. to allow Mr. Coughlin to address the governing body.  The voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Coughlin was informed that the public hearing on ordinance no. 07-13 would be on May 10, 2007.  He stated that he had an issue regarding the assessment of the value of the easement across Township owned property.  Mr. Coughlin was referred to Mr. Kerwin, Tax Assessor.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:39 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

