MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 16, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, April 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Salvato

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. DiNardo read a proclamation recognizing Donate Life Month.

’s HHHH
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Work Session minutes of March 19, 2009 and the Regular Session minutes of March 26, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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The Mayor asked that a letter of protest be sent to the Governor regarding the reduction in State aid.

The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road asked for an explanation of ordinance 09-12.  Mr. Krane informed him that the funds would be used to repair the tennis courts at the Municipal complex.

The Comments on Agenda items portion was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-96 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-96 is appended to the official minutes.

Ms. DiRocco explained the process of Four Sisters Winery having the capability of selling their wine at Springdale Farm.  The Winery would obtain a Retail Outlet Privilege permit from N.J. ABC.  The governing body discussed and stated no objection to the request by Springdale Farm.  The hours of sale would be the same under the Township’s ordinance.  Mr. Chadwick stated, that from a zoning prospective, he does not have any objection.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-09 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $40,000.00 AS AN 
APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A DIGITAL VIDEO SYSTEM CAMERA 
FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-09 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-10 by title for introduction and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $75,000.00 AS AN 
APPROPRIATION FROM  THE CAPITAL  FUND BALANCE TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE UPGRADE OF THREE 10-TON DUMP TRUCKS USED BY THE 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 09-10 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-11 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $35,000.00 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PICKUP TRUCK AND RELATED EQUIPMENT 

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-11 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-12 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $80,000 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND 
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-12 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-13 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMENDED THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN”, SECTION 16-6, ENTITLED “AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNIT REGULATIONS.”
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-13 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-14 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER 
XV, ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, 
SECTION 15-9, ENTITLED “STREETS AND RIGHT-OF-WAY AREAS SOIL MOVEMENT/CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS/DRIVE-WAY CONSTRUCTION.”
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 09-14 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-15 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $125,000 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX PLAYGROUND.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-15 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-16 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-16 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced the 2009 Municipal Budget by Resolution No. 

2009-97, seconded by Mr. Salvato and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution No. 2009-97 is appended to the official minutes.
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Mr. Sordillo introduced Resolution No. 2009-98 entitled “Filing of 2009 Municipal Budget”, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution No. 2009-98 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-99
ENDORSING FILING OF RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE YEAR 2008

2009-100
SUPPORTING CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION MAY 18 – 31, 2009
2009-101   
AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF MUNICIPAL GROUNDS PERMIT AND SIGN PERMIT - LIONS CLUB

2009-102
AUTHORIZIES AGREEMENT WITH WARREN TOWNSHIP RESCUE SQUAD RESCUE 1 VEHICLE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT
2009-103
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF COPS GRANT APPLICATION TO 
SUPPLEMENT SALARY AND BENEFITS OF NEW POLICE OFFICER FOR A THREE YEAR PERIOD

2009-104
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF GASOLINE, SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT
2009-105      AWARD OF CONTRACT SPECIAL TAX COUNSEL BL.    
          74, LOT  5.01
2009-106
AWARD OF CONTRACT FIRE PUMPER AND RELATED 
EQUIPMENT
2009-107
AUTHORING CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 1 - RELATIVE TO THE CONTRACT FOR FIRE PUMPER AND RELATED EQUIPMENT

2009-108      APPROVING GOVERNMENT RECORDS COUNCIL


OPRA FORM FOR USE BY WARREN TOWNSHIP
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2009-109
AWARD OF CONTRACT APPRAISAL SERVICES

Resolutions No. 2009-99 through No. 2008-109 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner, gave an update on the Open space partnership grants.  The applications will be ready for the May 7th meeting.
Mr. Lehrer recused himself from the following discussion.

Mr. Chadwick spoke of the presentation by Elite Properties regarding Alternative Age Targeted Housing on the former knitting mill property on DuBois Road.   He stated that the property would qualify for redevelopment.  A resolution requesting the Planning Board to develop a redevelopment plan must be passed.  The governing body will have to deal with redevelopment credits and the tax structure.  Mr. Sordillo made a motion recommending support for the project, seconded by Mr. DiNardo with an affirmative, unanimous voice vote.  Mr. Krane noted that the governing body must select Special Counsel, as Mr. Lehrer has a conflict.  The time frame for the project could be several years.  Mayor Garafola noted that there would not be a problem relating to sewer capacity.  Also, COAH would be in favor of the project.

Mr. Lehrer returned to the meeting.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that there was one bid regarding the Bond Sale.  The interest rate will be 3.47% over 15 years.

Mr. Sordillo referred to the request by Watchung Hills Wrestling Association to build a facility next to the Pop Warner field on Old Stirling Road.  Mr. Seckler, Association member, stated that the proposed structure would hold two wrestling mats, bathrooms and there would be a parking lot.  Mr. Krane noted that a request would have to be filed with the county for a license agreement.
The governing body discussed the value of library services.  The value is $1.8 million.  Mr. Sordillo stated that he believes that the Township would save money if the library was taken over.  This issue needs to be researched.  The governing body directed Mr. Krane to determine the real cost to run the library.  The Director of the Somerset County library system will be requested to break down salaries and administrative costs.
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Mr. Sordillo referred to a request from the Recreation Commission that the girl’s softball teams be allowed to use Greenwood Meadows field.  The governing body supported a one year probation period with two one year extensions.  This will be evaluated after one year.
The Township will continue to remove trees in easements.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, commented that the library runs out of funds at the end of the year.  
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Douglas Reeder was appointed to the Sewerage Authority as an Alternate #2 for a term to expire 1/31/09.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –  Watchung Borough
Potential Land Acquisition – Open space property
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:45 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:01 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

