APPROVED
WARREN TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2007 – 7:30 P.M.

Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room – 44 Mountain Boulevard

CALL TO ORDER:



On Motion of Mr. Villani, Second of Mr. Carlock Mr. Malanga was appointed Acting Chairman in the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairperson.

Mr. Malanga called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Sordillo – Absent

Mrs. Smith – Absent

Mr. DiNardo – Present

Mr. Toth – Present

Mr. Kaufmann – Absent

Mr. Villani – Present

Mrs. Plotkin – Present

Mr. Lindner – Present

Mr. Gallic – Absent


Mr. Carlock – Present






Mr. Malanga – Present (Acting Chairperson)

Staff:

Alan A. Siegel, Esq., Planning Board Counsel

John T. Chadwick, IV, P.P., Township Planner

Christian M. Kastrud, P.E., Township Engineer

Anne Lane, Clerk

FLAG SALUTE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR TROOPS

Statement by Presiding Officer: Adequate notice of this meeting was posted on January 13, 2007 on the Township Bulletin Board, sent to the Township Clerk, Echoes Sentinel and Courier News per the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey.  All Board Members are duly appointed volunteers working for the good and welfare of Warren Township.  We plan to adjourn no later than 10:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The case of Rocco Paternostro, PB-2005-19, Block 65, Lot 9, Morning Glory Road has been postponed due to a lack of quorum of members eligible to vote on the case.  This case was carried to the April 9, 2007 
meeting with no further notice.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

On Motion of Mr. Lindner, second of Mrs. Plotkin, minutes of the February 26, 2007 Planning Board Meeting were approved as distributed.

In Favor:
Mr. DiNardo, Mrs. Plotkin, Mr. Toth, Mr. Villani, Mr. Lindner, Mr. Carlock, Mr. Gallic.

Opposed:
None

Abstentions:
None

CORRESPONDENCE:

· Minutes of the February 6, 2007 Warren Environmental Commission were distributed in Board packets.
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PROFESSIONAL STAFF/BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:

Mr. Chadwick, I.V., P.P. – No Report

Mr. Kastrud, P.E. – No Report

Mr. Siegel – No Report

Ms. Lane – No Report

CITIZEN’S HEARING ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:
Seeing none, the Acting Chairman closed this portion of the meeting.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS:

PB-06-19R – Owner/Applicant – Warren 2001 LLC and Pheasant Run 2001, LLC, Block 75, Lot 3.03, also known as 177 Washington Valley Road for Preliminary and Final Amended Site Plan Approval, Case #2006-19.  Public Hearing held February 26, 2007.  Application approved.

On motion of Mr. Lindner, second of Mrs. Plotkin, Resolution PB-06-19-R was approved as distributed.

In Favor:
Mr. DiNardo, Mrs. Plotkin, Mr. Toth, Mr. Villani, Mr. Carlock, Mr. Lindner, Mr. Malanga.

Opposed:
None

Abstentions: None

PB07-01R – Owner/Applicant – Edward Swidzinski, Block 73, Lot 2, also known as 178 Mount Horeb Road for Minor Subdivision approval with no variance, Case PB-2007-01.  Public hearing February 26, 2007.  Application approved.

On motion of Mrs. Plotkin, second of Mr. Lindner, Resolution PB-07-01R was approved as distributed:

In favor:
Mr. DiNardo, Mrs. Plotkin, Mr. Toth, Mr. Villani, Mr. Carlock, Mr. Lindner, Mr. Malanga.

Opposed:
None

Abstention:
None

DISCUSSION:

A letter was received from Joseph E. Murray, Esq., Schiller & Pittenger on behalf of Tiger Realty, Block 90, Lots 2 and 3 proposing to construct two office buildings on this property which is located in the RBLR and R-65 Zones.  After brief discussion and in light of the adoption of the Master Plan Amendment in December of 2006, it was agreed this request would be referred to the Township Committee for review, prior to full discussion of the Planning Board.  Mr. Murray’s letter, the Survey and the Concept Plan will be forwarded to the Township Committee. 

Case #1 – March 26, 2007

 
Case Number:
PB2006-14


Applicant:

Metro One Loss Prevention Services


Owner:

Eugene and Iris Esterkin


Location:

38 Hillcrest Road


Block/Lot:

207/5


Minor Subdivision with Variance


Actionable
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Case #1 – March 26, 2007 – Continued:

 
Case Number:
PB2006-14


Applicant:

Metro One Loss Prevention Services


Owner:

Eugene and Iris Esterkin

The applicant proposes to subdivide a 2-½ acre lot into two (2) proposed lots with demolition of existing homes and construction of two (2) new homes.  Applicant is seeking a variance for lot frontage.  Warren Township Sewerage Authority approval has been given by way of Resolution 06-14 dated February 15, 2006; Board of Health approval given by way of Resolution 2005-15 memorialized May 10, 2005.  The application was postponed at the August 28, 2006 meeting due to notice issues.  Postponed at the September 25, 2006 meeting due to time constraints; carried at the October 23, 2006 meeting so applicant can provide full maps for Board review; postponed November 6, 2006 at the applicant’s request.  Applicant was heard on December 11, 2006. The case was carried January 22, 2007 due to time constraints.  At the applicant’s request, they are now re-appearing to present alternate plans to the Board as discussed. Appropriate notice has been given and alternative plans were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.

Vincent Bisogno, Esq. was present on behalf of the owner.  The property is in an R-20-V zone.  There are two existing buildings on the lot.  The proposal is to demolish the existing buildings and to construct two new buildings.  Mr. Hansen of Ferreiro Engineering was previously sworn in for this application. At the Board’s request there are two proposals being presented.  One proposal for an alternate minor subdivision was presented as Exhibit A-7; the second proposal would involve extension of the cul-de-sac, making it a major subdivision and was presented as Exhibit A-8.  Mr. Chadwick clarified the alternate minor subdivision would require variances.  The major subdivision proposal would not require variances.  Discussion of the Tree Removal Ordinance took place, indicating the minor subdivision would entail less tree removal and less disturbance.  For this reason, the applicant prefers the minor subdivision alternative.  

A break was taken from 8:10 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. to give the public an opportunity to review both plans.  

The meeting was opened for public comment:

Mr. James Irvine of 6 North Ridge Way was sworn in by Board Counsel.  Mr. Irvine stated he is upset about the lot frontage presented as Exhibit A-7.  All other properties have 100’ frontage, and the new homes are proposed to have only 50’ frontage.  This would compromise the character of the neighborhood.  Mr. Irvine stated he has no objection to the major subdivision plan as depicted in Exhibit A-8.

Mrs. Jill Copelman of 12 North Ridge Way was previously sworn in on this cased.  She requested if the project is going to be done, it should be done properly, preserving as many trees as possible.  If a choice had to be made, Mrs. Copelman stated she would prefer the major subdivision as depicted in Exhibit A-8 noting trees will be damaged with any development.  Mrs. Copelman answered questions from Board members.
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Case #1 – March 26, 2007 – Continued:

 
Case Number:
PB2006-14


Applicant:

Metro One Loss Prevention Services


Owner:

Eugene and Iris Esterkin

Mrs. Iris Esterkin is the owner of the subject property and was sworn in by Board Counsel.  They have lived in their home since 1955.  She stated that in the time they have been there, they planted many trees and shrubs.  She suggested the new homeowners could do the same.

There being no further public comments, this portion of the meeting was closed.  

Detailed discussion ensued with Board Members and Professional Staff discussing the pros and cons of each alternative plan.  The Board members generally agreed the major subdivision alternative is preferred. No variances would be required.  Mrs. Plotkin was not in favor of the application, noting the character of the neighborhood would be compromised with any further development.  

Public notice was given only for the minor subdivision.  Therefore, if major subdivision approval is to be considered, new notice would have to be given and the applicant would be required to re-appear before this Board.

At the request of the Attorney for the Applicant, since the Board prefers the major subdivision, due to contractual issues, it was requested the Minor Subdivision Application be denied, and the Applicant will submit a new application for a Major Subdivision.

On motion of Mrs. Plotkin, second of Mr. Lindner, application for minor subdivision as presented was denied.

In Favor:
Mrs. Plotkin, Mr. Toth, Mr. Villani, Mr. Carlock, Mr. Lindner, Mr. Malanga.

Opposed:
None

It is noted for the record that Mr. DiNardo is not eligible to vote, due to the fact that he was not a member when the original application was heard on December 11, 2006.  It was further noted for the record that Mrs. Plotkin was absent for the 11/27/06 meeting, and Mr. Villani was also not a member at that time, but both members listened to the tapes, therefore being eligible to vote.

CITIZEN’S HEARING (Agenda Items).  Seeing none, this portion of the meeting was closed.

SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING:

April 9, 2007

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion of Mrs. Plotkin, second of Mr. DiNardo, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,








Anne Lane, Clerk
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