MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 8, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 8, 2007 at 7:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola




Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. DiNardo 




Mr. Salvato (arrived at 7:30 p.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. Garafola read a proclamation in honor of Girl Scout Week.  This proclamation is appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Monahan, Warren Board of Education, addressed the governing body.  She spoke of the successes of the K-8 district including best test scores and the outstanding student volunteerism.
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Mrs. Monahan spoke of the 2007 proposed budget stating that the State makes it very difficult.  The budget has a minimal increase with no new programs.  They cut over $900,000 and the budget, if approved, would be an increase of 3.5% over last year.
Mayor Sordillo thanked the Board of Education and commended them for a great job.  Children deserve an excellent education.  Mrs. Garafola commended them as well.

Mr. Salvato arrived at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner, was present to discuss housing options for the Township relative to senior housing.  He displayed a map that showed areas that increased lot sizes; e.g., half acre to one and one half acre lots.  He spoke of ordinances that are currently being drafted that will reflect the Master Plan amendments.  
Mr. Chadwick spoke of COAH regulations and noted that there is nothing new to report.  He suggested sending a questionnaire to Senior citizens to obtain a community based need.  He will work with Mr. Krane.  The governing body requested that the survey be specific as to cost, location and the needs of seniors.  Other communities that have senior housing should be researched as well.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-07 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 52 MOUNT HOREB ROAD, IDENTIFIED ON THE TAX MAP OF WARREN TOWNSHIP AS LOTS 9.02, 9.03 AND 9.05 IN BLOCK 32, COMPRISED OF 66,679± square feet IN LOT 9.02, 261,192± square feet IN LOT 9.03, AND 306,637± square feet IN LOT 
9.05, FROM THE PROPERTY OWNER FOR PUBLIC USE; AND AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,200,000.00 IN ACCORDANCE WITH A BOND ORDINANCE PREPARED BY BOND COUNSEL. 

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  
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Mr. Hewson, 85 Dock Watch Hollow Road, stated that he is happy that the Church is relocating.  He asked about plans for that property.  The Mayor commented that there could be a community center.  Mr. Salvato was opposed to a recreation center and asked about a deed restriction that would prohibit this use.  Mrs. Garafola stated that a center should be for seniors.  Mr. Plager stated that it could be used as a meeting place.  Mr. Hewson requested drainage improvements in that area, as his yard gets flooded.
Mrs. Hollender, 1 Wychwood Way, thanked the governing body for the Township’s purchase of the property.

Mayor Sordillo closed the public hearing on this ordinance.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-07 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-08 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $3,300,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY KNOWN AS 52 MT. HOREB ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $3,135,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this Ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on the ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-08 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-09 by title for second reading and read the following:
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $400,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$380,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this Ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on the ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-09 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-10 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 4-7 ENTITLED “LICENSING OF RAFFLES” OF CHAPTER IV ENTITLED "LICENSING – GENERAL” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO DELEGATE THE AUTHORITY TO APPROVE THE GRANTING OF RAFFLE AND BINGO LICENSES TO THE MUNICIPAL CLERK.
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on the ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-10 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the Regular and Executive session minutes of February 15, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager thanked the Police Department for the support rendered relative to the funeral of a firefighter.
Mr. Salvato requested that a meeting be scheduled to address the assembly bills relative to child predators that Assemblyman Munoz sponsored.  These bills are stalled at the Assembly Committee level.  Mr. Salvato would like to enlist surrounding towns’ assistance and participation to address the issue.  Ms. DiRocco will coordinate the meeting.  Mayor Sordillo and Mr. Salvato will work together.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos questioned a resolution to amend the temporary budget.  Mr. Krane explained that the Township needs a temporary budget to take care of Township business until the budget is finally adopted.  This temporary budget is amended when necessary.
Mayor Sordillo closed the Comments on the Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-53 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-53 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body recommended Rory Britt to serve on the Cultural and Heritage Commission at the County.

Ms. DiRocco spoke of the polling location change for District 9 from the High School to Woodland School.  She will coordinate for a smooth transition.  Her decision to change the location was due to the change in the visitor’s parking area and the number of school buses at the High School.

March 8, 2007

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-54 through No. 2007-63, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-54 through No. 2007-63 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that he and Mr. Kerwin met with Mr. Linville, County Tax Administrator.  Mr. Linville will attend an upcoming Township Committee meeting to discuss tax assessment 
policies.  Mr. Krane noted that the County cannot mandate reassessments, only re-evaluations.  A re-evaluation would occur when towns are under 65% of true value.
Mrs. Garafola suggested reassessing every other year.

Mr. Plager left the meeting at 8:16 p.m.

Mr. Belardo read a quote, which in summary, indicated that the governing body cannot direct the Tax Assessor or exert any political pressure.

Mayor Sordillo suggested a sharing of Assessors.  This would save the Township money in salary.  Mr. Krane stated that Mr. Kerwin is capable of assessing and is also an expert witness in commercial tax appeals.

Mr. Krane stated that the real estate purchase of Alliance Bible Church property will not close until the end of this year.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mayor Sordillo, Michael Thwaite was appointed to the Cable Advisory Committee for a term to expire on 12/31/07.
The Committee did not wish to pass an ordinance that would allow the Township to require donations or pay for the services of the Mayor relative to performing weddings or civil unions.

The governing body denied a request for a zone change for Block 208, Lots 1-4 and 7-19.

The Committee agreed to sell Township owned property.  The portion is .108 acre in Block 78, Lot 24.03.  Mr. Belardo will prepare the ordinance to authorize the auction of this property.
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Mr. Krane spoke of the County grant in the amount of $200,000 that was to be utilized for property known as Block 57, Lots 10, 11, 12.01, 12.02 and 13.  The grant is still outstanding and the County has requested that, if the Township is not going to purchase this property, to formally withdraw the grant award.  The governing body decided not to pursue this purchase.  Mr. Krane will notify the County.

Mr. Krane reported that the result of the organized deer hunt was the elimination of 35 deer.

Mr. Krane noted that the Zilinski Foundation requested to hold a concert at the East County Reserve Park.  Meetings are being held to finalize this.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos commented he is pleased that particular roads will be fixed.  He requested the names of residents that have farm assessments.  The Committee told him to see the Assessor.
Mr. Buttoni, spoke of tax assessments and stated that he is very disappointed.  No one is getting to the core of the problem and people do not succeed in appeals.  He stated that other towns do not reassess every year and they still function.  Mr. Belardo again reminded all that the Township cannot direct the Assessor not to reassess.

Mayor Sordillo closed the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mr. Belardo left the meeting at 9:04 p.m.  

Mrs. Garafola stated that Mr. Plager thought the budget was low by $100,000 and requested that this sum is placed in the Reserve section.  Mr. DiNardo had expressed the same request.  Mrs. Garafola stated that the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes is high and a portion of this could be moved when necessary.  The budget will have an increase of 3.2% over 2006.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Litigation

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:18 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:21 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

