MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 26, 2009
WORK MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in a Work Meeting on Thursday, February 26, 2009 at 7:11 p.m. in the Municipal Complex, Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notices:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo



Mr. Sordillo




Mr. Plager




Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Salvato

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Mayor presented a Certificate of Recognition to Jack Elliot, resident of Warren, honoring his work as a writer in the aviation field.
The governing body honored George and Bette Dealaman and presented plagues to the family for the $100,000 donation to the Library and for their lifelong dedication to the Township.

A statement from Sylvia Gerkin, President of the Library Board, was read in recognition of George Dealaman.
There were comments of praise from former Governor DiFrancesco, former Mayor John Coley and former Mayor Ken Brenn.  A letter from Freeholder Ciattarelli commending the Dealaman family was also read.

February 26, 2009

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Resolution No. 2009-66, entitled “Authorizing filing of 2009 CDBG application by Cooperative Housing Corporation for project “Continued Hope” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-66 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2009-67, entitled “Adopting Temporary Municipal Open space Trust Fund Budget 2009” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-67 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2009-68, entitled “Amending Temporary Budget 2009” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-68 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body discussed the budget memo prepared by Mr. Krane.  Their may be a reduction in State aid.  Cash reserve is down by $600,000.  The budget must be cut.  Capital improvement projects will be reviewed closely.  The State is considering a wage freeze.  There was discussion of the telephone system, as it needs improvement.  Mr. Krane stated that overtime for employees is no longer allowed.  The governing body will review the memo prepared by Mr. Krane proposing budget cuts and discuss further.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Pettoni, resident, stated that the biggest issue is taxes.  Residents are concerned that taxes will be increased.  The Board of Education must also cut the budget.  The Mayor informed him that a message was sent to the Board of Education during a meeting held with the Board in December of 2008.
Mr. Sordillo stated that an individual is interesting in purchasing a home in Warren because the taxes are lower here as opposed to  neighboring towns.  Also, to date, there are no foreclosures in Warren.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk










