MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 12, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, February 12, 2009 at 7:02 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Sordillo (arrived 7:45 p.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney




Richard Flaum, Special Counsel
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Adriane Stewart, Recreation Commission Chair and Eleanora Hermann, Recreation, with the assistance of Mayor Garafola and Committeeman DiNardo, recognized and distributed awards for Citizen of the Year Dr. Paul Abend, Volunteer of the Year Heather Trumpore and certificates of appreciation for outstanding community service to Warren Blue Ridge Sportsmen’s Club, Bruce and Brian Vitale, High 
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School Nike Club. Virginia Raw, Eric Cheshire, Warren Baseball Softball Inc., Warren Youth Basketball Association, Watchung Hills Travel Lacrosse, Soccer, Pop Warner, Junior Warriors Football and Cheer Association, Wrestling Association, StarBucks and Warrenville Hardware.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-03 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE REMOVING THE POSITION OF MUNICIPAL  


COURT ADMINISTRATOR FROM THE TOWNSHIP’S 
   


DESIGNATED LIST OF EMPLOYEES ENROLLED IN THE

DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM 
   


(“DCRP”) AND PLACING SAID POSITION IN THE  
   



TOWNSHIP’S LIST OF DESIGNATED EMPLOYEES 
   


ENROLLED IN THE NEW JERSEY PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM (“PERS”)
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-03 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-04 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,100,000 FOR PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,000,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Division of Local Government Services.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked for the specific location of this land purchase and stated that he feels that this is money not well spent.
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No one else wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-04

 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-05 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $420,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $400,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Division of Local Government Services.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-05 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 09-06 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED“LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, 
SECTION 15-7, ENTITLED “DESIGN STANDARDS.” 
Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting held on January 26, 2009, the Board determined that that Ordinance No. 09-06 is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Salvato second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-06 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-07 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING WARREN TOWNSHIP TO ACQUIRE APPROXIMATELY 6.13 ACRES OF LAND FROM JACK AND LUCILLE DELGUERCIO

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-07 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Construction Code Official

Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren



Gage vs. Warren

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.
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The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:26 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:58 p.m. 

Mr. DiNardo left the meeting at 7:58 p.m.

Mayor Garafola recused herself from the following discussion.

Angelo Di’Orio and Mary Mae Henley from Cooperative Housing Corporation were present to request an expansion of the senior houses on Lindberg Avenue.  They proposed to add five bedrooms in each house, so that ten subsidized units will exist in each house.  The governing body will further consider.
Mayor Garafola returned to the Dias.’s HHHH
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of January 22, 2009, and the Special Session and Executive Session Minutes of January 29, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road questioned Resolution No. 2009-62 which provides for additional funding for tax assessment inspection services.  Mr. Krane informed him that the funds were appropriated in the 2008 budget.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-54 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-54 is appended to the official minutes.
The governing body agreed to recommend Mr. Buro, DPW Superintendent to the County Solid Waste Committee and Mr. Britt, Historic Sites Committee Chair to the Cultural and Heritage Advisory Committee to the Board of Freeholders for appointment.

The governing body removed Ordinance no. 09-08 at this time.  The ordinance was not introduced.
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On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-55
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLE WITH JUNK
TITLE

2009-56
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS – STREET OPENING PERMITS

2009-57 
AUTHORIZING COLLABORATION WITH SOMERSET COUNTY REGARDING APPLICATION FOR PARIS GRANT FUNDS

2009-58
AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF CONTRACT WITH GARDEN STATE POWER SWEEPING, INC. - STREET SWEEPING 
SERVICES

2009-59
ESTABLISHING POLICY FOR FINGERPRINTING AND BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR VOLUNTEERS TO THE EMERGENCY SERVICES AGENCIES IN WARREN        TOWNSHIP 

2009-60 
AWARD OF CONTRACT MUNICIPAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY

2009-61
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $283,600

2009-62
AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR PROPERTY 
INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE TAX ASSESSOR’S OFFICE

2009-63
AWARD OF CONTRACT – ROCK SALT THROUGH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PURCHASING AGREEMENT

2009-64
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT WITH 
QUEST ENVIRONMENTAL & ENGINEERING SERVICES, INC. FOR PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

2009-65
AWARD OF CONTRACT MUNICIPAL BOND ATTORNEY
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2009-66
AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, SECTION 14 – OVERTIME

Resolutions No. 2009-55 through No. 2008-66 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane stated that Engineering has put together a plan for the Alliance Bible Church property.  Mr. Salvato reiterated selling the houses.  The governing body agreed.  They will defer the decision on subdividing the lots.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, John Truglio was moved to a Regular Member on the Sewerage Authority and Richard Titus and Jack Costa were appointed to the Sewerage Authority.

The governing body agreed to the 2009 bond sale for over $4 million.  It would encompass many capital improvements and the term for maturity will be 15 years.

The governing body approved the request for a sewer license for a property known as Block 56, Lot 2.06.  This will help residents.

The governing body agreed to increase the fees for the mini dump.

Mr. Krane spoke about the Somerset County Business Partnership as it relates to shared services.  The general consensus was that the fee of $2,200 per year for joining the Partnership is very high for the service they provide.  Payment will be held at this time.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, the Township attorney will represent the Township in the Gage lawsuit.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lehrer referred to Chief Leffert’s memo recommending denial of a towing license to Basking Ridge Towing due to the physical location of the wreckers, which are not in Warren.  Mr. Tiffany, attorney for this towing company stated that the Chief indicated to him that there was not a problem.  The Chief, in his memo to the governing body, stated that he had informed the owner of the towing company of the denial.
Mr. Lehrer stated that the ordinance is clear in that the wreckers must be stored at a 5 mile radius from the center of town, the center being 
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Technology Drive and Mount Bethel Road.  This company misrepresented the location of where the wreckers are stored.  The issue is closed.

Mr. Lakatos asked about the tax assessment rate.  The Mayor stated that assessments were decreased for 51% of properties from 1 to 5% and decreased for 33% of properties from 6 to 10%.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mayor Garafola read a proclamation relative to Read Across America.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

