MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 13, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, December 13, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and December 11, 2007 and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo 
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato (arrived at 6:50 p.m.)



Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Marianne Tolomeo, Special Counsel



John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Interview for position of Recreation Director

Potential Land Acquisition -  Block 49, Lot 3

Potential Litigation – Attorney/Client Privilege
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:04 p.m. 

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Captain Ceccato and Sergeant Cline.
On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2007-277, entitled “RECOGNIZING THE SERVICES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT DURING THE WASHINGTON VALLEY FIRE COMPANY FIRE” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-277 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body commended the Fire Company.

Mayor Walsh, Green Brook complimented Captain Ceccato and congratulated him on his promotion.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Interview for position of Recreation Director

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:15 p.m. 

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-70 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO UPDATE AND REFLECT THE AMENDMENTS TO THE SOURCE SEPARATION/RECYCLING ELEMENT OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY SOLID WASTE PLAN.

Ms. DiRocco stated that the Planning Board reviewed this ordinance at a meeting held on November 26, 2007 and determined that this ordinance in not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-70 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of November 15, 2007 and the Regular Session minutes of November 29, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Salvato stated that there will be a new Post Office on Mount Bethel Road and Technology Drive.
Mayor Sordillo noted that the formula for State funding for pupils in inequitable.  There is a resolution on this evening’s agenda calling for a change in funding.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution no. 2007-276 entitled “URGING GOVERNOR JON CORZINE TO REVISE THE STATE FUNDING FOR STUDENTS FORMULA” was introduced and adopted.  The roll vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-276 is appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to be heard.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-261 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-261 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-262 through No. 2007-275, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-262 through No. 2007-275 are appended to the official minutes.

The reorganization meeting will be held on January 4, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.  The governing body agreed that Mr. DiNardo will be Mayor, with Mrs. Garafola as Deputy Mayor.
The governing body reviewed the proposed reappointments to Boards and were in agreement.

Mr. Belardo recused himself from the following discussion on the matter of 15 Kensington Court.  Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the homeowner filled in Wetlands.  The NJDEP indicated that this would be acceptable if the homeowner makes a contribution to DEP.  Engineering is reviewing the matter. 
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The governing body agreed to additional staffing in the Police Department.

The 2008 governing body meeting scheduled was approved.

The governing body agreed to reauthorize the Trails Advisory Committee for 2008.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

No one wished to speak.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations – PBA

Potential Land Acquisition – Block 49, Lot 3

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:50 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:35 p.m. 
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

