MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 29, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, November 29, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and November 2, 2007 and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo (arrived 8:02 p.m.)
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato




Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Sordillo welcomed the Warren Middle School Gifted and Talented 8th grade students.
Student Prianka read a Certificate of Recognition presented by the governing body.  The students asked several questions about the Township and government.  Mrs. Garafola suggested two assignments for the students relative to researching prior five years financial 
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information on the Township and going on-line to read the Township Code.  The governing body, Mr. Krane, Ms. DiRocco and Mr. Belardo introduced themselves and explained job responsibilities.
Mr. Salvato brought up the issue of child predators and stated that legislation that was introduced by Assemblyman Munoz is being stalled at the Committee level.  He suggested contacting the Governor.  He also suggested that the Township hold an event on a Saturday for the purpose of educating children how to handle situations if they encounter a child predator.
A student read a proclamation regarding Lung Cancer Awareness week.

The Mayor thanked the students for attending the meeting.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-67 by title for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A PEDESTRIAN TRAIL EASEMENT ON BLOCK 55 Lot 2 (TO BE KNOWN AFTER SUBDIVISION AS LOTS 2.01 AND 2.02) FROM WYCHWOOD FARMS, LLC. TO WARREN TOWNSHIP 

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-67 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-68 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” (SECTION 2-6 ENTITLED “FEES FOR VARIOUS MATERIALS”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, ADOPTED DECEMBER 21, 1972, AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IS HEREBY SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-68 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-69 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VACATION AND RELEASE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN’S RIGHTS, TITLE AND INTEREST IN THE 20’ X 40’ SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT LYING AND BEING IN THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS 125 MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD, LOT 1.02 IN BLOCK 36 ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, AS BEING NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE DUE TO THE TOWNSHIP’S CONSTRUCTION OF AN UPGRADED PUMPING STATION ON 129 MOUNTAINVIEW ROAD.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-69 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-71 by title for second reading and read the following:

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 2-3 ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-71 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola stated that sewer fees will not be increased this year.
Mr. Plager stated that the Open Space Committee will be presenting the five year plan shortly.

Mayor Sordillo gave an update on the school funding issue.  It is not equitable and needs to be addressed.
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Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, asked for an explanation of a Stipulation of Settlement.  Mr. Krane explained that this is more involved than a tax appeal and is a complaint filed through the County.

The Mayor closed the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-255 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-255 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-256 through No. 2007-260, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-256 through No. 2007-260 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane spoke of a request from the Promenade to extend the time to complete construction work till May 2008.  The governing body agreed.
Mr. Krane proposed a new Webmaster.  A resident is willing to take the position.  The Township would save money.  The governing body agreed.  The new Webmaster will be Martha Reeder. 

The governing body agreed to the recommendation by the Trails Committee for a new member.  The individual is Joe Filo.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos stated that Somerset County ranks 1st in tax increases.  Mrs. Garafola questioned whether assessments will go down due to the slump in the housing market.  The Mayor stated that he would like to see a flat rate next year.
The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:55 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

