MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 29, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, October 29, 2009 at 7:02 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Carolyn Scannelli, Deputy Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-24 by title for adoption and read the following:


AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF A 

PARCEL OF 
LAND KNOW AS BLOCK 152, LOT 2
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Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-24 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola attended the Mayors Roundtable presented by Freeholder Walsh. Discussion of shared services within the County was addressed. Mayor Garafola stated how Warren is saving money through shared services with the County and within the township. Also noted, was Warren twp being one of two townships out of many that did comply with the OPRA request from the Courier News. 
Mr. Sordillo stated that the playground has been completed and is in compliance.  Mr. Krane extended his appreciation to the Recreation Commission, Recreation Director and DPW.  
Mr. Sordillo stated that he spoke with some residents regarding taxes and appeals. Mr. Krane stated that residents should call the tax assessor at this time before the new year if they area interested in appealing their taxes. Mayor Garafola stated that veterans are entitled to a tax break and should check with the tax office.  
Mr. DiNardo presented a letter received by a resident, perhaps from the township, which was not on proper letter.  All township mail should be on letterhead paper.  
Mayor Garafola stated that the new post office is now open and thanked Mr. Salvado for his focus in that project.

The Comments on Agenda Items portion was opened.  

Mr. Lakatos questioned Resolution No. 2009-252, regarding a no further action letter and covenant not to sue for Alliance Bible Church property which was further explained to mean that the township is in compliance with the environmental issues of that property and no-one can sue the DEP or Warren with regards to that issue.
The Comments portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-244 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2009-244 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-25, by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, revisING CHAPTER XVI “ZONING” SECTION 16-4.2 ENTITLED “DEFINITION OF TERMS” BY AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF A HALF- STORY.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 09-25 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mayor Garafola asked Mr. DiNardo to explain this definition more clearly.  Mr. DiNardo and Mr. Lehrer, Township Attorney explained that this ordinance helps establish the high maximum on homes, determines occupied space and floor area ratio.  Mr. Sordillo added this ordinance is clarifying an existing ordinance. 
Mr. Sordillo proposed an ordinance no. 09-26 regarding zoning and farming regulations.  Mr. Lehrer, Township Attorney further explained that this ordinance is to establish procedures for feeding, holding and care for such animals.  Mr. Plager addressed the issue of farm land and soil movement that should be addressed in this ordinance.  Mr. Salvato disagreed with the property line regulations regarding holding areas.  After discussing the committee directed the attorney to revise the proposed ordinance and to address the above issues with Mr. Chadwick and Mr. Salvato. The motion on this ordinance was never passed, voting did not take place. 

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-245 
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND EXECUTIVE OE 

TO CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR OFFICE AND 

TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT
2009-246
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT OE TO CAPITAL 

RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR FIRE EQUIPMENT
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2009-247
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OE TO 

CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR EMERGENCY 


MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT

2009-248
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF FIRE TRUCK MAINTENANCE OE TO 


CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR FIRE 



EQUIPMENT
2009-249
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF RECREATION OE TO CAPITAL 


RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR PARK AND RECREATION 

FACILITIES 
2009-250 
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED 

BALANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO HISTORIC 


BUILDINGS TO CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR 

IMPROVEMENTS TO HISTORICAL BUILDINGS

2009-251
PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER - JCM CONTRACTORS 

INC. PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE 



LIQUOR LICENSE #1820-33-003-005
2009-252
AUTHORIZING MARK KRANE, TOWNSHIP 



ADMINSTRATOR,  TO EXECUTE A NO FURTHER 


ACTION LETTER AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE  


ISSUED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR THE 



TOWNSHIP’S REMEDIATION OF  THE ALLIANCE 


BIBLE CHURCH PROPERTY
2009-253
AUTHORIZING FILING OF COPS GRANT 



APPLICATION TO US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

2009-254
AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF IDENTITY THEFT 


POLICY

2009-255
CANCELING UNEXPENDED PORTION OF 



AUTHORIZED DEBT IN ORDINANCE 02-16
2009-256 
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 - REMOVAL 

OF V-BODIES ON THREE TOWNSHIP VEHICLES
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2009-257
AUTHORIZING POSTPONEMENT AND 



SUBORDINATION OF REHAB MORTGAGE FOR BL. 

107 LOT 11.03

Resolutions No. 2009-245 through No. 2009-257 are appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Garafola addressed the yearly library audit with respect to the donation they received this year.  Mr. Krane stated that they are looking into how the donation should be managed because of the size of the donation.  Possibly township CFO or other officials should be signatures on the money.  Mr. Krane is looking into this.
Contributions for health insurance coverage for non-aligned employees increased, all committee members agreed with this proposal.

DOT grant for $215,000 for Dockwatch Hollow from Fergusen to Mt. Horeb received.   Bond ordinance to be introduced as soon as possible. Work to be complete next summer.  

Municipal Open Space Greenway Grant for $300,000 received for Pound Brook Property and $35,000 received for Mountain Avenue Property.

Board of Adjustment 2008 Annual Report received.  Mr. DiNardo commented that most cases are hardship cases.

Personnel Policy consisted of cleaning up, no changes regarding negotiations. Clean up consisted of the statutory changes, medical issues.  Mayor Garafola proposed distributing policy to employees by email and reviewing by bullet point.  Mr. Krane will look into this.
Public Safety Radio System Committee members and Mr. Plager representing the township committee was approved.  Motion by Mr. Sordillo, second by Mayor Garafola, with all in favor.

Gaiser barn update, Mr. Krane stated that county selected Cornerstone Architects Group to prepare the plans. Construction to start sometime in 2011.  Committee expressed concern over having a park ranger on site.  Mr. Krane stated that this could be a staging area for the ranges within this area.
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Recreation Commission survey, is to look into the needs of the community.  Mayor Garafola was concerned as to the mailing and if this is to be incorporated with some other type of mailing to be more cost effective.

Repairs to 209 Mountain Avenue, committee members agreed that this house is historic and the work required would pay for itself in the long term due to renting of this property.
Mr. Salvato addressed the three houses on the Dock Watch Hollow property and stated that they should be put up for sale.  Mr. Krane stated the subdivision is now completed and houses can be put up for auction.  All committee members agreed with this.
Mr. Salvato spoke concerning the Knitting Mill area.  Mr. Lehrer stated that the Planning Board is conducting a preliminary investigation, once completed; the Township Committee will be informed of their conclusion.  Mr. Lehrer stated that the township committee can recommend preparation of a redevelopment plan that will be subject to a public hearing. Mr. Salvato would like to see that area rezoned.

Mayor Garafola stated that Berkeley Heights is 90% connected with their sewer line.  There are about 80-90 homes tying into Berkeley Heights connection.  Stages 1 and 2 cannot be expanded, but others will be allowed to connect.  

Mayor Garafola questioned Mr. Krane regarding the county wide renewable project which addresses a solar initiative program.  Mr. Krane is waiting for more information from the county.  Mayor Garafola also expressed that the Environmental Commission should get more involved.  Mr. Plager stated that this would be a good investment.  Mr. Krane will follow up.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Garafola, 6 Crest Lane suggested compromising regarding holding pens for different livestock.
Mr. Nordheim, 102 Hillcrest Road thanked the governing body for all their efforts.  He also stated that there is someone living at 108 Hillcrest Road in a trailer.  Mr. Lehrer will follow up on this issue.
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Mr. Sordillo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Salvato and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Property Acquisition – Bl. 87.01 Lot 1.04 and 1.05  and





        Bl. 60 Lot 6
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:40 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:17 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Scannelli, RMC







Deputy Township Clerk



















