MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 22, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, January 22, 2009 at 7:30 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-01 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO DELETE CHAPTER XIV ENTITLED “SWIMMING POOLS.”
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Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting held on January 12, 2009, the Board determined that that Ordinance No. 09-01 is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-01 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-02 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO AMEND AND UPDATE ALL REFERENCES TO THE NEW JERSEY BUILDING CODE.
Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting held on January 12, 2009, the Board determined that that Ordinance No. 09-02 is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-02 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

’s HHHH
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of December 11, 2008, the Reorganization meeting minutes of January 5, 2009 and the Special Session Minutes of January 9, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road asked why funds were not utilized for the purchase of property, as indicated in Ordinance 09-04, from the Open Space Trust Fund.  Mr. Krane explained that the Township is using money from 
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the Trust Fund as a pay back over time.  There is also a grant from Somerset County in the amount of $200,000.  Mr. Lakatos referred to a property purchase near Dead River Road that contains swamp land.  The governing body explained that if the Township does not purchase property that could be developed, then developers will certainly purchase.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-31 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-31 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 09-03 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE REMOVING THE POSITION OF MUNICIPAL  


COURT ADMINISTRATOR FROM THE TOWNSHIP’S 

   DESIGNATED LIST OF EMPLOYEES ENROLLED IN THE

DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM 
   


(“DCRP”) AND PLACING SAID POSITION IN THE  
   



TOWNSHIP’S LIST OF DESIGNATED EMPLOYEES 
   


ENROLLED IN THE NEW JERSEY PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM (“PERS”)
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-03 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-04 by title for introduction and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,100,000 FOR PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,000,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received and filed and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government services for endorsement.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-04 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-05 by title for introduction and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $420,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $400,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received and filed and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government services for endorsement.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-05 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-06 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDNINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED“LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, 
SECTION 15-7, ENTITLED “DESIGN STANDARDS.” 
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-06 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 09-07 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING WARREN TOWNSHIP TO ACQUIRE APPROXIMATELY 6.13 ACRES OF LAND FROM JACK AND LUCILLE DELGUERCIO
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On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-07 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-32
APPOINTMENT OF MALCOLM PLAGER TO GREEN 

BROOK FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION

2009-33
AWARD OF CONTRACT – MARTHA E. REEDER OF DOMA, LLC

2009-34       
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH EMPLOYEE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM A COMPONENT OF BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE CONSULTANTS INC.
2009-35
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS – STREET OPENING PERMITS

2009-36 PARTICIPATION IN COUNTY ENERGY AUDIT PROGRAM
2009-37 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 2009 MUNICIPAL RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY
2009-38 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP           

           VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
2009-39 PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICERS JOSEPH CASORIO AND ROBERT FERREIRO
2009-40
AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTION OF CONTRACT FOR DELGUERCIO PROPERTY 

2009-41
AUTHORIZES EXECUTION OF COUNTY/MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE PARTNERSHIP 2008 GRANT AGREEMENT

2009-42
AUTHORIZIES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SANITARY SEWER LATERAL FOR BLOCK 56 LOT 2.07
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2009-43
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND PHYSICAL THERAPY UNLIMITED, P.A. BLOCK 87.03   LOT 3

2009-44
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP VEHICLES
2009-45
AMENDING 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET

2009-46
AUTHORIZING SUBSTITUTION OF A NEW CATCH BASIN CLEANER FOR THE DEMONSTRATOR MODEL ORIGINALLY BID
2009-47
REJECTING BID FOR FIRE PUMPER AND RELATED 

EQUIPMENT

2009-48
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT



MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

2009-49
RESOLUTION AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICY SECTION 16, ITEM 4 – FAMILY & MEDICAL LEAVE
2009-50
AUTHORIZES A STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT – TAX APPEAL BL. 29.03 LOT6

2009-51
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT REGARDING CONDOMINIUM SERVICES WITH VICENDESE FAMILY LIMITED 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION

Resolutions No. 2009-32 through No. 2008-51 are appended to the official minutes.

A motion was made by Mr. Sordillo to establish the temporary capital budget, seconded by Mr. DiNardo, carried by unanimous voice vote.  The motion will be memorialized in the form of a resolution.

The governing body discussed the request by Cooperative Housing to expand two senior houses.  They expressed agreement and would like the organization to give a presentation at an upcoming meeting.

The governing body authorized bidding for 195 and 207 Mountain Avenue houses.
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The governing body discussed plans for the Alliance Bible Church property.  Mr. Salvato stated that he would like the Township to sell all three houses.  Discussion ensued over subdividing all four lots at one and one half acres each.  This will be further discussed.
Mr. Krane noted that Mr. Strauss cannot serve as an Assessment Commissioner for the Hill Hollow Sewer project.  On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Richard Carr was appointed as an Assessment Commissioner. The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked if there were street parking ordinances. Chief Leffert stated that there are some streets where parking is regulated.  These streets are near the High School.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations – Cell Tower lease, Mountain Avenue




House Lease – 198 Mountain Avenue

Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:18 a.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:35 a.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

