MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

 JULY 21, 2011
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, July 21, 2011 at 7:06 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 7, 2011 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mayor DiNardo
Absent:
Mr. Salvato 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffery Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Police Officer Michael Dollard.

A Certificate of Recognition was presented to resident Dr. Paul Abend.
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Marion Associates presented a $1000 check for the 911 Memorial Fund.
Ms. Hermann, Recreation Director, presented information on a digital sign that will be located on the corner of Mountain Boulevard and Bardy Road.  This sign will be used for Township information and eventually non-profit organizational information.  The governing body approved.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-09 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XV ENTITLED, “LAND USE PROCEDURE” BY AMENDING (I) SUBSECTION 15-1.3 ENTITLED, “DEFINITIONS” BY REPLACING THE DEFINITION OF “HEIGHT” WITH THE DEFINITON OF “BUILDING HEIGHT”; (II) SUBSECTION 16-4.2 ENTITLED, “DEFINITION OF TERMS” BY AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “BUILDING HEIGHT”, AND (III) SUBSECTION 15-5.8(A) ENTITLED, “MEASUREMENT OF BUILDING HEIGHT” BY MAKING THE TOWNSHIP’S DEFINITION OF “HEIGHT”, CONSISTENT WITH NEW JERSEY BUILDING CODE.
Ms. DiRocco stated that his ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting on June 27, 2011, the Board determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any  provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-09 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 11-10 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” BY REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTION 2-18 ENTITLED “PURCHASING DEPARTMENT”
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-10 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 11-11 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CERTAIN ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE EASEMENT TO NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC OVER A PORTION OF LOTS 3.05 AND 4 IN BLOCK 83, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY.

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 11-11 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 11-12 for adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF LOT 2 IN BLOCK 191 FROM FRANK AND VICTOR GIAMBATTISTA TO THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN   

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 11-12 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Regular and Executive Sessions of June 23, 2011 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, asked and received clarification regarding the new digital recreational sign to be constructed.  He complained about the proposed traffic signal at King George Road and Mount Horeb Road.  The rural character of the township is being destroyed.  Mr. Plager stated that there have been serious accidents there.  Mr. Sordillo stated that he is against a traffic light.
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The comments portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Krane noted that a Youth Services grant in the amount $5,000 has been awarded by the County.
Mr. Sordillo reported that the first meeting of the ad hoc committee to study wireless communication facilities was held.  He will report back on the progress.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2011-165 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2011-165 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance no. 11-13 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED "ZONING" SECTION 16-4 ENTITLED "DEFINITIONS" AND SECTION 16-5 ENTITLED "GENERAL REGULATIONS" 

OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD DEFINITIONS AND REGULATIONS FOR SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance no. 11-13 was passed on first reading.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance no. 11-14 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $12,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR NEW COMPUTER SOFTWARE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICE

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance no. 11-14 was passed on first reading.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance no. 11-15 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE GRANTING AN ACCESS, UTILITY AND MAINTENANCE EASEMENT TO DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES AT APPLE TREE, LLC OVER A PORTION OF THE APPLE TREE LANE RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJACENT TO LOTS 1.01. 1.02, 1.03 AND 1.04 IN BLOCK 87.03, AND ACCEPTING A DRAINAGE EASEMENT FROM DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES OVER A PORTION OF LOTS 1.02, 1.03 AND 1.04 IN BLOCK 87.03, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance no. 11-15 was passed on first reading.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance no. 11-16 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 8-2 ENTITLED, “FEES” BY REPEALING AND REPLACING EXISTING FEE SCHEDULE IN SUBSECTION 8-2.1 ENTITLED, “CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES”.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance no. 11-16 was passed on first reading.

Mr. Sordillo requested that Resolution No. 2011-168 be removed from the Consent Agenda and voted on separately.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, with the exception of No. 2011-168, and carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2011-166 
AWARD OF CONTRACT TOWNSHIP ENGINEER – DPK CONSULTING, LLC

2011-167 
AWARD OF CONTRACT TOWNSHIP ENGINEER –– KASTRUD ENGINEERING, LLC

2011-168 
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY FOR THE  INSTALLATION OF A TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT MOUNT HOREB ROAD AND KING GEORGE ROAD

2011-169
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS – STREET OPENING PERMITS
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2011-170  
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $180.00 FROM TEMPLE HAR SHALOM
2011-171
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND A & A PROPERTIES AT RAVINN ESTATES BLOCK  50.01,  LOT  32.01

2011-172 
ESTABLISHING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES TO ENCOURAGE “GREEN PURCHASING” FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN

2011-173 
SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE NEW JERSEY LAND USE PLEDGE
2011-174
AUTHORIZIES EXECUTION OF CERTAIN EASEMENTS FOR BLOCK 87.03, LOTS 1, 1.01 – 1.05 AND 6.01 IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE INTRODUCTION AND PRIOR TO THE FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 11-15
2011-175
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR 2011 STREETS OVERLAY

2011-176
AWARD OF CONTRACT MASER CONSULTING P.A. - ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR DESIGN WORK AND BID DOCUMENTS FOR RENOVATIONS TO THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX BASKETBALL COURT

2011-177
AUTHORIZING PROCEDURES FOR PROMOTION TO LIEUTENANT IN POLICE DEPARTMENT

2011-178 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OR ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND 
DELIVERY OF CERTAIN AGREEMENTS AND CERTAIN OTHER ACTIONS 
TO BE TAKEN ALL IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOMERSET COUNTY 
IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY’S COUNTY OF SOMERSET GUARANTEED 
RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM LEASE REVENUE BONDS, SERIES
[FEDERALLY TAXABLE]
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Resolutions No. 2011-166 through No. 2011-178 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2011-168 entitled “AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY FOR THE  INSTALLATION OF A TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT MOUNT HOREB ROAD AND KING GEORGE ROAD” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was as follows:



Mr. Sordillo


Nay



Mr. Plager


Aye



Mrs. Garafola

Aye



Mayor DiNardo

Aye

Resolution No. 2011-168 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Lehrer referred to resident John Merklinger’s concerns and comments at the meeting of June 23, 2011 regarding deer hunting in the Township.  In addition, there was a written proposal by Mr. Merklinger.  Mr. Lehrer has reviewed the proposal and has met with Mr. Krane regarding this issue.  He stated that the Township seriously considers public health and safety.  The insurance Blue Ridge Hunting Club provides is enough coverage.  The County does allow the Club to hunt on their property; however, hunters sign a hold harmless agreement and have also submitted an insurance certificate to the County.  Blue Ridge is a non profit club and there are ten members that live in Warren.  Watchung and Bernards have utilized this club for an organized deer hunt in their communities.  There have been adopted resolutions allowing Blue Ridge to hunt in the Township since 2005.  The hunt is not for recreation or sport.  The Township chose this club for their professionalism and excellent record.  Mr. Lehrer did note that there could be better “no hunting” signage.   The Mayor thanked Mr. Lehrer for the research on this issue.  The governing body feels comfortable with this club.  Mr. Krane stated that a memo has been submitted to the governing body regarding planning for the 2011-2012 hunting season and asked that it be reviewed.  He noted that Blue Ridge has proposed no hunting on Saturdays in September to allow for bird watching activities.
Mr. Lehrer stated that the Township’s off road vehicle ordinance is sufficiently protective in reference to the use of ATV’s.  It complies with State law.  Mayor DiNardo stated that if residents have any problems, they should call the Police.
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Mr. Krane referred to an issue that surfaced in the Audit regarding $113,000 in old, unidentified tax payments and requested cancellation of same.  The governing body agreed.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mrs. Grossweiller, 1 Grossweiller Lane commended Mr. Buro and the DPW Department on a job well done at Mount Bethel Cemetery. 
Ms. Cholankeril, 2 North Oaks Court, suggested amending the Township’s building and land code to include sidewalks in the Township.  The Mayor stated that this is difficult due to the rural character of the town and the hilly landscape, but could be considered.
Mr. Merklinger stated that he submitted a proposal but was not sure if the governing body received it as there was a problem with email.  He said that feeding wildlife is illegal.  He had pictures of this and also indicated that trees have been cut without permission.  He said that he is dedicated to pushing changes for the upcoming hunting season in the Township.  Tree stands are too close to homes and this is not safe.  Mr. Krane asked if there are private properties surrounding Mr. Merklinger’s property where there is hunting.  He replied yes.  Mr. Krane told him that the Township cannot regulate private properties.
Mr. Picaro, 24 Mountainview Road, referred to the High School expansion referring to the building inspections that were ultimately performed by the State.  He said that he is having problems with the Township’s Code Official and inspections at his home.  He stated that he asked Mr. Heiss not to charge exorbitant fees.  His case is before the Board of Adjustment and escrow fees are high.  Mr. Lehrer stated that if an applicant feels fees are excessive, they may ask the governing body for assistance; however, the law requires that the applicant place their request in writing to the Chief Finance Officer.  
Mr. Picaro stated that he wants the State to take over the inspections.  Mr. Lehrer told him that only the Code Official can request the State to take over inspections and that is only in certain circumstances.  The entire matter will be researched.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that he is in favor of deer hunting.

No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.
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Mrs. Garafola introduced and read resolution No. 2011-179, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – M. Aboosamara – Injury medical leave
Contract Negotiations – Watchung Hills Regional High School Resource Officer

Potential Land Acquisition – Block 74, Lots 7, 8, and 9

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:50 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:05 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk























