MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 18, 2010
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, February 18, 2010 at 7:57 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2010 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager
Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Carolyn Scannelli, Deputy Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 10-01 by title for adoption and read the following:

ORDINANCE AMENDING TOWNSHIP OF WARREN ORDINANCE NO. 06-38 AND 07-25 AND PERMITTING THE EXECUTION AND FILING OF A CORRECTIVE DEED TO EXTEND THE TIME FOR CEREBAL PALSY OF NORTH JERSEY, INC., TO CONSTRUCT THE PROPOSED AND APPROVED GROUP HOME ON THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 22.04, BLOCK 114, AS DESIGNATED ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
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On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 10-01 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of January 21, 2010 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager congratulated the Mount Horeb Fire Department on the delivery of their new fire pumper and is looking forward to a spring wet down.  Mayor Sordillo added, the township has great resources for the fire fighters.

The comments on the agenda items portion was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.

Mr. DiNardo introduced and read Resolution No. 2010-43 for the 

payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager commented that the county receives the largest percentage of the townships bill payment every month.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:

2010-44
PROMOTION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL



JOSEPH CASORIO AND ROBERT FERREIRO
2010-45
AUTHORIZING SPECIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY TO 

EXECUTE PETITIONS OF APPEAL AND 



SETTLEMENTS BEFORE THE COUNTY BOARD OF 

TAXATION

2010-46
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND –STREET 


OPENING PERMIT

2010-47
AUTHORIZING FILING OF 2010 CDBG APPLICATION 

BY COOPERATIVE HOUSING CORPORATION FOR 

PROJECT “CONTINUED HOPE” (SUPPORT 



SERVICES)

FEBRUARY 18, 2010

2010-48
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL BOND 


ATTORNEY

2010-49
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 2010 MUNICIPAL 


RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET 


COUNTY

2010-50 
RELEASING PERFORMANCE BOND – TEN 



EIGHTEEN, LLC BL. 75 LOT 4

2010-51 
NEW JERSEY ECONOMIC STIMULUS ACT 



DEVELOPMENT FEES REFUND TO TEN EIGHTEEN 

LLC

2010-52
AUTHORIZES THE SPECIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY 

TO ENTER TO A STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT 


RELATIVE TO THE TAX APPEALS CAPTIONED 


MARTIN & LISA ASSUNCAO VS. TOWNSHIP OF 


WARREN, TAX COURT OF NEW JERSEY, DOCKET 

NO. 004558-2009.

2010-53 
AUTHORIZES THE SPECIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY 

TO ENTER 
INTO A STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT 

RELATIVE TO THE TAX APPEALS CAPTIONED 


MANOOCHER FATEH VS. TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, 

TAX COURT OF NEW JERSEY, DOCKET NO. 009736-

2009.

2010-54
AUTHORIZES THE SPECIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY 

TO ENTER INTO A STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT 

RELATIVE TO THE TAX APPEALS CAPTIONED 


WXI/MT. BETHEL ROAD VS. TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, 

TAX COURT OF NEW JERSEY, DOCKET NO. 011372-

2009.

2010-55  
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND K. 



HOVNANIAN AT WARREN TOWNSHIP, L.L.C. - 


PROMENADE SECTION I, BLOCK 70 LOTS 19, 20.01 

& 20.03
2010-56      
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND K. 



HOVNANIAN AT WARREN TOWNSHIP, L.L.C. - 


PROMENADE SECTION I,  BLOCK 70  LOTS 22.01 & 

22.02
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2010-57
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE 


AMOUNT OF $149,500

2010-58
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP 


VEHICLES
2010-59
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2010-34 MAINTAIN 


LIBRARY ACCOUNT OF FINES & FEES

2010-60
AWARD OF CONTRACT WARREN TOWNSHIP 


HOUSING REHAB 
GRANT PROGRAM –PROJECT #’s 

W-02-08, W-09-02 & W-09-03
Resolutions No. 2010-44 through No. 2010-60 are appended to the official minutes.

Privilege of the Floor portion was opened, no one wished to speak,

Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Robert Heimmel was appointed to the Watchung Hills Municipal Drug Alliance Committee for a term to expire on December 31, 2010.
The governing body discussed the MUJC roadway signage, they have questions and concerns.  Mr. Kastrud, Township Engineer will communicate with French and Parrello, the County Engineers.  That area of King George Road is a county road.  The County is responsible for this project.
Committee members addressed proposed detour plans regarding the bridge replacement over Cory’s Brook on Mountain Ave. This is a county project. The committee recommends Old Stirling Road in lieu of Saw Mill Rd for cross through traffic.  
Proposed bill S-458, referendum for County to assume certain municipal functions.  The Township Committee recommends opposition to this proposal.  Mr. Krane will propose a draft resolution.
Wagner Farm tenant lease renewal proposed rent increase was agreed upon by the governing body for the property located at 209 Mountain Avenue.

Discussion took place regarding shared service with the County Health Department. This discussion item was requested by Mrs. Garafola, 
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although, she was not able to attend this meeting. Mayor Sordillo would like to see some statistics before further discussion.  Mr. Plager feels Middle Brook continues to provide a great service.
The Committee agreed to hire a structural engineer for an evaluation on the existing Wagner Farm barn structure, including analysis and and design for new foundation and structural slab.
The governing body reviewed the Open Space Tax Revenue and Disbursement report which is self explanatory.  Mr. Krane thanked Mr. Boswell, Township CFO for his work on the report.  
Mayor Sordillo recommended the appointment of Aparana Virmani as Alternate #1 for the Recreation Commission for a term to expire on December 31, 2014.
Mr. DiNardo introduced and read resolution No. 2010-61, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

1.
Almeida – Pending Litigation


2.
DeBois Road – Attorney/Client Privilege

3.
Block 198 Lot 9.09 & 9.10 – Potential Land Acquisition
4.
Patton vs. Board of Health

5.
Gage Litigation

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.
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The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:36 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:10 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Scannelli, RMC







Deputy Township Clerk



















