Warren Township Sewerage Authority

Minutes   December 19, 2012 Work/Public meeting


STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by posting a copy thereof on the municipal bulletin board, a copy to the Township Clerk, Echoes Sentinel, Courier News, and Star Ledger all on February 1, 2012, as prescribed by the Open Public Meetings Act.

ROLL CALL:




PRESENT

ABSENT
Mr. Douglas Reeder



   ( x  )


   (   )
Mr. John Truglio



   ( x   )


   (   )

Mrs. Carolann Garafola


   ( x   )
7:30
  
   (   )

Mr. George Vetter

  

   ( x  )


   (    )
Mr. Alan Kaufman



   (     )                             (    )

Mr. Carl Checchio 



   (  x   )

    (   )
Mr. Anthony Paolella



    ( x   )                            (   )

Professional services:

Robert Goodsell- Post Polak Goodsell MacNeil and Strauchler, P.A.

James Wancho- PS & S
________________________________________________________________

Annual Rate Hearing: Mr. Charles Ferraioli

Fitzsimmons Court Reporting present for rate hearing.  Ms. Butrico, swore Mr. Ferraioli in. Transcribed record of the hearing is available in the Authority office for review.

Resolution #12-129  Motion to adopt by Mr. Truglio second by Mr. Vetter.

Roll Call: Mr. Paolella yes, Mr. Checchio yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mr. Truglio, yes Mr. Reeder, yes.

Resolution #12-130  Motion to adopt by Mr. Truglio, second by Mr. Vetter.

Roll Call: Mr. Paolella, yes, Mr. Checchio, yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mr. Truglio, yes, Mr. Reeder, yes.

Resolution #12-129
Resolution modifying annual sewer service fees charged to residential and non residential customers to be effective January 1, 2013.

Resolution #12-130
Resolution modifying sewer connection fee effective January 1, 2013.

Mr. Ferraioli said that the budget can be adopted tonight. He spoke to the state today and it was mailed out. 
The adoption of the budget for $ 4,669,000 motion made by Mr. Truglio, second by Mr. Vetter.

Roll Call: Mr. Paolella, yes, Mr. Checchio, yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mrs. Garafola, yes, Mr. Truglio,yes, Mr. Reeder, yes.



* * * * PUBLIC SESSION * * * *
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE
PUBLIC: Anyone present not on the agenda

Mr. Kevin Page, Page Engineering present along with residents of Dead River Road inquiring about the feasibility of a force main in the ROW (street) to provide sewer service to the residents of the street who are now on septic and who are experiencing septic problems. A photocopy of portions of the tax map of this street was distributed to    the board members. Mr. Page said that this street would be sewered by a low pressure E1 pump system. Each home would be responsible for their own pump station at their home. Mr. Page said that there are other areas in town, King George Rd for example that have a force main in the street for multiple homes. He noted that this type of system is used in Lake Hopatcong. He is asking that this force main be placed in the public ROW. This would sewer into Broken Arrow Road with the addition of manholes. It is a 2 inch force main, said Mr. Page.  
He did identify some homeowners on the map who are interested. He said that the costs would be approximately thirty thousand for each homeowner. He said that there is a home at #7 that is sewered by their own force main and has been for many years. An application for #5 is on the agenda tonight for Mr. Hilderbrand to sewer his home due to a failing septic.

Mr. Goodsell said that approval was given for Hillcrest Rd. for a low pressure system. The other one on King George Road is a private force main. Each was treated in a different manner. He is recommending to the Authority that a concept application be made and show possibilities of serving other properties. Also other issues to address would be who would maintain the system, the homeowners or would it be turned over to the Authority. Mr. Page is not asking for an absolute yes tonight, but they would like to know if the answer is no. Mr. Goodsell said he cannot give an answer tonight, since we haven’t had the experience with this as other municipalities. Mrs. Garafola said that personally we should be open to this plan as she has lived with septic. Mr. Reeder suggested that a concept plan be submitted to the Authority. Mr. Reeder said also that we do not know a lot about low pressure systems. We need to make sure we can maintain them as we don’t have a single one in town. Mr. Page said that we can call Bernard’s Township to ask about their experience with these force mains. Mr. Vetter asked what would happen if they lost electricity for a period of time.  Mr. Page suggested that they get a generator, also because they all have wells. The individual pump station has adequate holding capacity for a few days.
MINUTES:  October 17, 2012 Motion to approve Mr. Truglio, second by Mrs. Garafola. Roll call: Mr. Paolella, Mr. Checchio,Mr. Vetter, yes, Mr. Truglio, yes, Mr. Reeder, yes


          Exec Session Minutes October 19, 2011 motion to approve by Mr. Truglio second by Mrs. Garafola. Roll call: Mr. Paolella yes, Mr. Checchio yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mr. Truglio, yes, Mrs. Garafola, Mr. Reeder, yes.


          November 21, 2012 Office meeting. Motion to approve by Mr. Truglio, second by Mr. Checchio. Roll call; Mr. Checchio,yes, Mr. Truglio, yes, Mr. Reeder, yes.

. 

PLANT UPDATE:  Mr. Peter Kavalus, Applied Water Management  
A full report was provided in the members packets for review.

Heather Lane generator had a new control board installed yesterday.
NJDEP Inspection was held on December 6 which was uneventful at all three plants.
Kathy Lane pump station was having issues with the pumps. Pete asked the board for authorization to purchase two new pumps. They are about $1900.00 each and it is not worth it to have them sent out for repair. A motion to approve was made by John Truglio and seconded by Mr. Reeder. The board agreed and a CSC will be authorized.

The treatment plants did well during the Super Sandy storm. The Township DPW helped out with diesel fuel for the generators and pump stations. There was a spill at the William Penn pump station due to a generator issue. Since this storm they are identifying places that need improvement or change for any potential new storm in the future. 
Passaic Valley is still not accepting sludge. Pete reported that sludge is being accepted by SRVSA however they are having trouble off loading the sludge, it is too thick. It was made under 5% but it is still too thick. Pete asked for a temporary plan to transport it directly to them but there would be additional costs. Russell Reid would transport for a few weeks until Passaic is up and running. The board gave approval, a CSC will be submitted and the costs will be approximately $3000.00. Pete and Mr. Wancho will explore the possibility of changing the diesel generators to natural gas. 
ENGINEERS’ REPORT:  Mr. James Wancho, PS & S 

A detailed report is included in the member’s packet.

Plans and specs are being developed for Contract #52 and #53.

Stage I/II capacity assurance plan report was done and the wait list for additional capacity will be reviewed given the storm events and how the plants respond.  PS &S will review the whole picture. Berkeley  Heights metering has been completed as required.

SRVSA flows  for the past three quarters has a credit of 95K.

The Township wide sewer map has been updated and distributed.

Applications- Mr. Wancho   All site plans displayed.
1. Appl 110212-P-0666

      Block 74 Lots 7,8,9


Shelter Development LLC

Mount Bethel Road

Recommending approval for this 122 bed assisted living facility with a proposed flow of 44 EDUS in the Middlebrook sewer service area.

2. Appl #102512-SC-0690

      Block 10 Lot 6

      5 Dead River Road

      Dave Hildebrand

Recommending approval for this single family dwelling to connect to the sanitary sewer system in the Stage IV sewer service area via an individual pump and force main which will sewer to the Mountain View pump station.
Consent Agenda Resolutions:

Resolutions No. 12-131 through 12-135 and Resolutions #12-137-#12 -146 were submitted to the Sewerage Authority for review. These resolutions are listed on the agenda for review and a complete copy made available in the Warren Township Sewerage Authority office.

Motion to adopt Resolutions No. 12- 131 through 12-135 and #12-137 through #12-146. Resolution #12-136 was pulled for voting on separately.
Motion to adopt by Mr. Truglio, second by Mr. Vetter. 
Roll Call: Mrs. Paolella, yes, Mr. Checchio, yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mr. Truglio, yes, Mrs. Garafola, yes, Mr. Reeder yes.

Resolution #12-136 was pulled from the consent agenda and voted on separately.

Motion to approve by Mr. Truglio, second by Mr. Checchio.

Roll Call, Mr. Paolella, yes, Mr. Checchio, yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mrs. Garafola, abstain, Mr. Truglio, yes, Mr. Reeder, yes.
Resolution #12-131              
Resolution authorizing payment of operation expense from Account #056253 for a total of $ 

223,245.64

Resolution#12-132
Resolution authorizing payment of escrow bills from Account #999-091433 Accutrack for a total of $ 9931.56
Resolution #12- 133          
Resolution authorizing payment of certain invoices from the construction fund by Bank of New York, Trustee and paying agent of the series 2006 bonds.
Resolution #12-134
Resolution authorizing the adjustment of certain 2012 sewer service accounts in the amount of $-19,004.89.

Resolution #12-135
Resolution granting preliminary and final approval of the application of Dave Hildebrand for the connection of a single pumped connection for a single  family dwelling with One EDU of capacity in the Stage IV sewer service area, Block 10 Lot 6, 5 Dead River Road.

Resolution #12-136
Resolution granting conditional preliminary and final approval of the application of Shelter Development LLC for the proposed gravity connection via a six inch lateral to an existing eight inch sanitary sewer system within a Township of Warren access and utility easement in Block 74 Lot 6.02 serving a proposed assisted living facility on lots 7,8 and 9 of Block 74 with approximately forty two additional EDUS of capacity for a total of forty four EDUS in the Middlebrook sewer service area.

Resolution #12-137
Resolution amending Resolution 12-117 to authorize Authority Secretary to execute contract with Harris Computer Systems for software upgrade of the Authority’s current billing software system and associated data conversion and training in the amount of $12,971.

Resolution #12-138
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #292A.

Resolution #12-139
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #295A.

Resolution #12-140
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #296A.

Resolution #12-141
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #297A.

Resolution #12-142
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #298A.

Resolution #12-143
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #299A.

Resolution #12-144
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #300.

Resolution #12-145
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #303A.

Resolution #12-146
Resolution authorizing cost substantiation certificate #310.

Executive Session: Resolution #12-147

Motion to go into executive session made by Mr. Truglio, second by Mrs.Garafola.
Roll Call: Mrs. Paolella, yes, Mr. Checchio, yes, Mr. Vetter, yes, Mrs. Garafola, yes, Mr. Truglio,yes, Mr. Reeder,yes.
CONFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION

I.
Items to be discussed in Executive Session for possible action:

A.
Administrative Communications - Attorney-Client Communications

B.
Electricity Bidding -- Attorney-Client Communications (1882.219)

II.
No Discussion or Action Necessary, unless there are questions regarding the following:

C.
Contract 50 -- Maple Construction Co. Bond Claims -- Attorney-Client Communications (1882.203) 

D.
Hillcrest Road Properties – Attorney-Client Communications (1882.206 & 750)

E.
Sewer Backup at 57 Mountain Blvd/Verizon Sewer Line Break - Attorney Client Communication (1882.221) 

F.
Harris Software Contract (1882.222) -- Contract Negotiation 

G.
Berkeley Aquatic Center -- Attorney-Client Communications/Litigation (1882.739 & .215) 

H.
Dual Connection Fee Case and Potential Litigation Involving K. Hovnanian -- Attorney-Client Communications (1882.191 & .209)

I.
Berkeley Heights Agreement (1882.57) and Availability of Capacity in the Stage I&II Sewer Service Area (1882.193) -- Attorney-Client Communications/Contract Negotiations  

J.
Stage I-II Permit Renewal - Attorney Client Communication (1882.187)

K.
Appeal of Phosphorus TMDL -- Attorney Client Communications - Litigation (1882.183)  

L.
Stage IV Permit and Stage V Permit - Pending Litigation (1882.126, 148 & 214)

M. 
NSU/AWM Cost Substantiation Certificates - Attorney Client Communication (1882.194)

It is anticipated that the above mentioned items will be made public in 2012 and 2013.

Motion to return to public session made by Mr. Truglio, unanimously agreed.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05, Motion made by Mr. Reeder, second Mr. Truglio. Unanimously approved.

I, Deborah Catapano, Authority Board Secretary of the Warren Township Sewerage Authority in the County of Somerset, New Jersey, do hereby certify that the above resolution is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Authority at its work/public meeting of    December 19, 2012.

_____________________________

Deborah Catapano, Authority Secretary
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