MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 13, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, December 13, 2012 at 7:03 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Lazo



Mr. Marion




Mr. DiNardo



Mr. Sordillo




Mayor Garafola



Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Police Officer Eric Task.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-22 by title for second reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ENTITLED “ZONING”,  SECTION 16- 5 ENTITLED “GENERAL REGULATIONS” BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION 16 – 5.37 ENTITLED “KEEPING OF FOWL”.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 12-22 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Marion, the Regular and Executive session minutes of November 15, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Sordillo and Mayor Garafola reported on an OEM meeting that was held on December 3rd regarding Hurricane Sandy.  FEMA assistance, JCP&L responses, OEM, Police, Fire, Rescue Squad and Public Works assistance were reported on.  The formation of a Citizens Committee was discussed as well as points on resident’s preparation of storms.  Information to residents, shelters and warming centers was also discussed.  
Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-268 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-268 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-269
PROMOTION OF POLICE LIEUTENANT HERBERT HENTSCHEL TO GRADE 1

2012-270
PROMOTION OF POLICE SERGEANT JOSEPH COHEN TO GRADE 1
2012-271
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER DAVID ZAVISTOSKI TO GRADE 5

2012-272
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT #2012-13

2012-273
RELEASE OF SEASONAL PERFORMANCE BONDS K. HOVNANIAN – 
THE PROMENADE

2012-274
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR OLD STIRLING ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

2012-275
ESTABLISHING JANUARY 1, 2013 AS A HOLIDAY

2012-276
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM NEW JERSEY DEP - OFFICE OF RECYCLING IN THE SUM OF $50,978.93

2012-277
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO WARREN TOWNSHIP IN THE SUM OF $1,025.30

2012-278
AUTHORIZING FURTHER EXTEND FOURTH QUARTER TAX GRACE PERIOD FROM NOVEMBER 16, 2012 TO NOVEMBER 30, 2012
2012-279
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $72,000 IN THE 2012 RESERVE BUDGET
2012-280
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNECUMBERED BALANCE IN LEGAL OE TO CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT ENTITLED PURCHASE OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT
2012-281
PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE (HOTEL/MOTEL EXCEPTION) #1820-36-014-003 FROM NEW GENERATION MANAGEMENT, LLC TO NET HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT, LLC T/A THE TAP ROOM  
2012-282
CANCELLATION OF TAXES – TOWNSHIP OWNED PROPERTY 
BLOCK 191, LOT 2
2012-283
RELEASING PERFORMANCE BOND – CRC COMMUNITIES   BL 88.04 LOT 14.08
Resolutions No. 2012-269 through No. 2012-283 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body discussed the offer of a donation of property known as Block 97, Lot 38.  Mr. Krane stated that this parcel is not buildable.  Mr. Sordillo suggested the building of a playground.  The lot will be assessed and a title search obtained.
The governing body agreed that Mr. Sordillo will be selected as Mayor for 2013 and Mr. DiNardo will be selected as Deputy Mayor.  This will be formalized at the Reorganization meeting.

Mr. Krane stated that the Township should renew the Delta Dental Insurance for a 2 year period.  The rate is better for a 2 year period.

Joint recreation programs with Long Hill Township were discussed. Mr. Krane noted that Warren’s Recreation Department offers classes and there has not been enough interest.  The Recreation Director was then offering these classes to other towns.  He suggested a reciprocal program system.  Mr. Sordillo stated that he spoke with the Mayor of Basking Ridge and there is an interest.  Mr. Marion suggested that other towns should be called as well.  The Recreation Director will reach out to Watchung and Green Brook.
Mr. Krane noted that the branch debris pick-up program has been completed.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that most of the wood is pine.  He said that FEMA bought a chipper for Branchburg.  He reported a pile of branches on Mount Horeb Road at Tanglewood Drive that blocked the road.
Mrs. Weiniger, 31 Casale Drive stated that she has a blog on facebook with 1000 followers.  She commended OEM for the great job with the Storm, but expressed a need for increased communication.  She offered her services and suggested creating a facebook page for Warren.  The Mayor suggested that she call OEM Coordinator Jane Asch.  The Township is very interested in new ways to get information out to residents.  Mr. Marion echoed the Mayor’s sentiments.
Mr. Lazo arrived at 8:00 p.m.
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Mr. Nacamuli, Orchard Way, commended Warren’s efforts during the storm.  JCP&L must be held accountable and the BPU must be forced to take the company to task.  Mr. Krane noted that the BPU functions best during rate reviews.  Mr. Lehrer indicated that the Township can file as an intervener to object to rate increases.  Residents need to write to the BPU as well.  Mayor Garafola suggested that a copy of the Township’s request to be an intervener should be sent to all Somerset County towns, to the League of Municipalities and to the Governor
Mr. Lazo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-253, seconded by Mr. Marion and carried by unanimous voice vote.
Mr. Vetter, 198 Mountain Avenue, commended the Township for the storm responses.  He stated that PSE&G updates their equipment.
He commented that there are many contractors that are not licensed in town.  Chief Leffert told Mr. Vetter that the Police do monitor commercial vehicles and that the Construction Department does require permits.  If he believes that someone is not licensed, then he should report that to the Township.

Mr. Morrison, Briarwood Drive East, stated that he attended the JCP&L meeting that the Mayor had attended.  He commended the Mayor for her input.  This JCP&L issue has engaged the community.  He requested a copy of OEM minutes.

Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, commended the governing body for the response during the storm and thanked Mr. Krane for his assistance in getting Duderstadt  Farm cleaned up.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, stated that he had always fought with JCP&L but now he is defending the company.  It was a major storm.  He prepared and it was not so bad.  He had a generator.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

Mr. Lazo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-284, seconded by Mr. Marion and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

PBA Contract;   Castle Gate Estates at Watchung LLC – Redevelopment Agreement;  Chasbob, Inc. 

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:40 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Regular Session at 9:50 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2012-285 entitled “AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ESCROW AGREEMENT REGARDING AFFORDABILITY CONTROLS WITH CHASBOB, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,200,000.00” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-285 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Lazo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

