MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 3, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 7:09 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on September 27, 2012  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Lazo



Mr. Sordillo




Mayor Garafola



Absent:

Mr. Marion (arrived 7:16 a.m.)



Mr. DiNardo (arrived 7:30 a.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. Crader, Superintendent of Warren Schools, spoke on a Strategic Planning Process.  There will be an event on November 1st at the Middle School to discuss plans for the future in terms of finances, correct choices in personnel, appropriate facilities and what are in the children’s best interests.  She asked that the Liaison to the Board of Education participate.
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Mr. Marion arrived at 7:16 a.m.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-18 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $200,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND. 

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  

Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, stated that he remembers the discussion on the rebuilding of the barn and that the Township would not spend any more than the insurance money received.  Now there will be $200,000 taken from the Open Space Trust Fund.  This is taxpayer funds.  The Public Hearing was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, Ordinance No. 12-18 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-19 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONSERVATION EASEMENT WITH PAUL T. HOFMANN RELATIVE TO PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS 95 OLD SMALLEYTOWN ROAD, WARREN TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 12-19 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of September 13, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
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Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-217 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-217 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-20 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP REAL PROPERTY WITH CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS IDENTIFIED AS LOT 9.06 IN BLOCK 32

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, Ordinance No. 12-20 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Lazo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-218 
AUTHORIZING SURPLUS REVENUE POLICY
2012-219  
AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION’S POLICY FOR ACCEPTING DONATIONS
2012-220
REQUESTING APPROVAL FROM DLGS TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED TRUST BY RIDER ACCOUNT FOR THE ACCEPTING OF DONATIONS PURSUANT TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

2012-221
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO F & M LANDSCAPING FOR SNOW PLOWING

2012-222
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF BEST PRACTICES 


INVENTORY QUESTIONNAIRE FOR 2012

Resolutions No. 2012-218 through No. 2012-222 are appended to the official minutes.
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On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Lazo, Resolution No. 2012-224 entitled “AUTHORIZING APARTMENT LEASE – 195 MOUNTAIN AVENUE” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Lehrer spoke of the proposed ordinance regulating farm animals.  The governing body has been reviewing drafts.  He expressed  concern that once the Township passes an ordinance, it may open the door to regulation of all animals.  Mr. Lazo said that this is a good start and a step in the right direction.  Mr. Sordillo cautioned about the loss of the rural character.  Mr. Marion stated that the Township must be conscious of all residents.  Mr. Chadwick commented that roosters are the problem.  Perhaps shelters and coops could be 50 feet away from the property line.  There is a grandfather issue as well.  This will be further discussed.
Mr. DiNardo arrived at 7:30 a.m.

Mr. Marion stated that he will be having a meeting with a resident that is having a problem and several municipal departments.  The issue will be further discussed.

Mr. Krane, in a memo, requested that the governing body consider designating a new Risk Management Insurance Firm.  Mr. Sordillo will further discuss with Mr. Krane.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, questioned why there was a morning meeting.  Mayor Garafola stated that there would have been a quorum issue.

Mr. Lazo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-223, seconded by Mr. Marion and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:
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Contract Negotiations – PBA Contract; Castle Gate at Watchung LLC




Redevelopment Agreement

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:43 a.m.

The meeting reconvened to Regular Session at 8:22 a.m.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:22 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

