MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 13, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Lazo



Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Absent:

Mayor Garafola (arrived 7:25 p.m.)
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Paul Rizzo, Acting Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Special and Executive Session minutes of August 9, 2012 and the Regular, Special and Executive session minutes of August 16, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Lazo noted that, at the suggestion of Board of Health President  Plager, residents appearing before the Board of Health with applications should be allowed to be heard first.  The governing body agreed.  Mr. Marion commented that this may reduce Professional’s expenses as well.
Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, referred to Ordinance No. 12-18 and questioned the reference of farmland in the title as it relates to the open space trust fund.  Mr. Krane noted that reference has been a part of Trust Fund title since 1997.
Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-200 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-200 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 12-18 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $200,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND 
On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-18 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 12-19 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONSERVATION EASEMENT WITH PAUL T. HOFMANN RELATIVE TO PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS 95 OLD SMALLEYTOWN ROAD, WARREN TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-19 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Lazo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
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2012-201 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2012-202 
AUTHORIZING ENDORSEMENT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH JCP&L

2012-203   
AUTHORIZING TOWNSHIP DETENTION BASIN POLICY

2012-204
AWARD OF CONTRACT WARREN TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB GRANT   PROGRAM – PROJECT # W-12-01
2012-205
AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH CAMPBELL SUPPLY COMPANY LLC TO DISPLAY THE TOWNSHIP’S LADDER TRUCK AT THE NEW JERSEY FIREMEN’S CONVENTION
2012-206 
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM A PRIVATE GRANT TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE SUM OF $200.00

2012-207 
APPOINTING ERIC TASK TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

2012-208
CHANGE ORDER #1 MOUNTAIN BLVD. STREET LIGHTING

2012-209
SUPPORTING AJR 56 - HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS DAY

2012-210
AUTHORIZING SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH WATCHUNG HILLS REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL FOR A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

2012-211
AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN SOMERSET COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL SHELTERING SITES WITHIN SOMERSET COUNTY
2012-212
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO HOOVER TRUCK CENTERS  FOR
TWO CAB AND CHASSIS
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2012-213
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT FOR ROAD PROJECT - REINMAN ROAD BETWEEN STIRLING ROAD AND OLD STIRLING ROAD

2012-214
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO SUMMIT TRUCK & AUTO BODY FOR VEHICLE REPAIRS

2012-215
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT HEINTZ & 
FIORE AIA, LLC. FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES – WAGNER FARM BUILDING
Resolutions No. 2012-201 through No. 2012-215 are appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Krane referred to the Best Practices survey from the State.  There were many questions on the survey and he referred to a draft of answers.  He asked the governing body if they would want to attend land use and ethics courses.  The governing body agreed to attend some courses and will decide which courses to attend when offered.
The governing body discussed adopting a pay to play ordinance.  Warren follows the State law and abides by the requirements.  The governing body will review a draft ordinance and discuss further.
A draft ordinance regulating farm animals, especially chickens and other fowl will be further reviewed at the next meeting.  Farmland assessed properties would be exempt.

Mr. Krane noted that the Recreation Commission has been very successful in obtaining donations.  The Township should make sure that any donations would not create a conflict.  A policy will be drafted and formalized.  Mr. Krane also spoke of the Recreation Commission’s desire to change its by-laws.  One of the points addressed was how members are appointed.  Mr. Krane informed the Commission that the governing body appoints members and that would not change.  Mr. Marion noted that there are absenteeism issues.
Mayor Garafola arrived at 7:25 p.m.
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On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Sordillo, Mark Claxton was appointed to the Recreation Commission as an Alternate #2 for a term to expire 12/31/13 and Irene Padkowsky was appointed to an Alternate #1 (from an Alternate #2) for a term to expire 12/31/14.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mayor Garafola, Alison Winter was appointed to the Business Development Committee.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Krane spoke of the Tree Removal policy that is in effect.  If a tree needs to be removed and is in the right-of-way, the Township pays the cost and it is expensive. Mayor Garafola stated that she would not be in favor of requiring a resident to pay for the removal.  The other governing body members agreed.
Mr. Krane noted that two of the three Township owned parcels on the former site of the Alliance Bible Church were sold.  Block 32, Lot 9.07 was advertised twice, but has not sold.  The minimum bid was set at $326,000. A new appraisal will be obtained and will most likely be lower.  The Mayor and Mr. Marion suggested that the vacant lot on the property, that has never been advertised, should be sold as well.  The governing body agreed.  An ordinance authorizing the sale of the vacant lot known as 9.06 will be prepared.  Lot 9.07 will be re-advertised.
Mayor Garafola read a 911 Proclamation from the Governor.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  This portion was closed as no one wished to speak.

Mr. Lazo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-182.1, seconded by Mr. Marion and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:
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Contract Negotiations – PBA Contract

Personnel – Chief of Police Contract; Police Promotion Procedures

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:52 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Regular Session at 9:45 p.m.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

