MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JULY 19, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, July 19, 2012 at 7:14 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. Lazo



Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The governing body recognized individuals, businesses and schools for their participation in the Warren fundraising campaign for the Valerie Fund.  Assemblywoman Munoz commended all for working so hard on such a worthy cause.  Mr. and Mrs. Goldstein, founders of the Valerie Fund thanked all for their great support.  The Valerie Fund presented the Township with a Plaque.
July 19, 2012

A Certificate of Recognition was presented to David Olivencia for his receipt of a National Latino business award.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-15 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XV ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, SECTION 15-3 “FILING OF APPLICATION” BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION 15-3.4 ENTITLED “REQUEST FOR REZONING”.
Ms. DiRocco stated that this Ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a Board meeting held on June 25, 2012, the Board determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-15 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular Session minutes of May 24, 2012 and the Regular and Executive session minutes of June 21, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Marion noted that NJDEP sent a memo seeking Watershed Ambassadors in an effort to improve the quality of life.  Hopefully, there will be some interest among young people.
Mr. Krane spoke about road overlays within the Township currently being done including King George Road, Sawmill Road, Angus Lane and a shared project with the State will be Old Stirling Road.

Mr. Krane stated that Tax bills will be mailed around August 1st and that the grace period will be until August 27th.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
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Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-167 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-167 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-16 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND. 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Lazo, Ordinance No. 12-16 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-17 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $50,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT FUND  TO PROVIDE FOR REPLACING THE  FLAT RUBBER ROOF  AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-17 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-168   
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER MICHAEL DOLLARD TO GRADE 5
2012-169
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE COUNTYWIDE WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET: FUTURE WASTEWATER SERVICE AREAS

2012-170
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS – STREET OPENING PERMITS

2012-171       
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF GASOLINE, SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT
2012-172
AUTHORIZING POSTPONEMENT OF MORTGAGE BLOCK 204 LOT 1.04

2012-173
EXTEND THIRD QUARTER TAXES GRACE PERIOD TO AUGUST 27, 2012

2012-174
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT – MAGIC TOUCH CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. - PLUMBING SERVICES FOR THE TOWNSHIP
2012-175
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

2012-176
AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF CONTRACT WITH COUNTY OF SOMERSET FOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

2012-177
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MCGRATH MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT LLC 

ASPHALT HOT PATCHER DUMP TRAILER

2012-178
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENTS PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT

WESTFIELD ARCHITECTS & PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS

KIRCH-FORD TERRILL HOUSE WINDOW RESTORATION PROJECT 
2012-179
AUTHORIZING FUEL AGREEMENT WITH WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES, FIRST AID AND RESCUE SQUAD

Resolutions No. 2012-168 through No. 2012-179 are appended to the official minutes.
The governing body discussed the results of the municipal departments’ survey conducted in 2012.  There were 190 positive comments and 41 negative comments.  In 2010 there were 184 positive and 52 negative.  Mr. Sordillo noted that there has been an improvement.  Mr. Lazo stated that there needs to be more improvement.  The governing body announced that residents are encouraged to comment on employees.
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Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the results of Bond Anticipation Note sale notice to bidders resulted in four bids.  The award will go to Janney Montgomery with the lowest interest rate of 0.972%.
Mr. Krane informed the governing body that proposals were sent out for an architect relative to the construction of a single floor building at Wagner Farm.  Three proposals were received.  Interviews need to be conducted.  A sub-committee comprised of Mr. DiNardo, Mr. Lazo and Mr. Krane will conduct the interviews.
The governing body was in agreement with conducting Fire Department inspections for the purpose of seeing how funds are being utilized.  The governing body will plan to visit the Fire Departments.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the Duderstadt House lawn was mowed.  The County is willing to take down the house, which is in disrepair.  The barn is on the historical registry.  Mr. DiNardo stated that the barn needs to be repaired.  The County had indicated that they would not fix the barn.  A letter will be sent to the County asking them to reconsider.

Mayor Garafola stated that the hiring of a new Library Branch Director is in the process.  Mr. Krane and Mrs. Shapiro, Library Board Advisory Committee member, will attend to observe the interviews.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked about the process of the removal of a deer killed by a car.  He was informed to call the Police.
The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no else wished to speak.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-180, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations:    Castle Gate @ Watchung LLC – Redevelopment Agreement;  Interlocal Agreement – Police   Consolidation
Pending Litigation:  Warren Township vs. JCP&L
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:25 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:56 p.m.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

