MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JUNE 21, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, June 21, 2012 at 7:01 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Absent:

George Lazo 
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
CPNJ presented a plaque to the Township in recognition of the assistance given by the Township with the new Group Home for disabled individuals.
Mr. Prater, JCP&L, was present to give an update on JCP&L’s plans to improve response times and repairs to all associated equipment during 
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storms in an effort to decrease outages.  Mr. Prater informed the governing body that there has been $165M on upgrades to poles and wires and tree trimming.  There has been substantial maintenance performed on five substations.  The website has been improved and JCP&L will be working closer with Somerset County OEM and the Mayor.
Mayor Garafola opened a public hearing.  Ms. Asch, OEM Coordinator thanked Mr. Prater for a list of well water customers.  She requested an on-line street listing and names of residents during storm outages.

This can be worked out.  Mayor Garafola noted that there are many special needs individuals in the Township that need to be assisted during outages.  Mr. Prater stated that JCP&L should be informed as to where critical needs areas are.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that although his home phone service was restored in a timely manner, he was without power for six days.  Mr. Prater said that the process will improve.

Mr. Reeder, Casale Drive, asked about tree cutting in the Township by JCP&L.  It needs to be done now.  Mr. Prater indicated that tree cutting is scheduled for the fall.  Mr. Reeder stated that there has been a lack of maintenance for 10 years.  First Energy purchased JCP&L and is now a profitable company; however, there have not been any infrastructure improvements.  

Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, stated that she lost so much food during the outage in the fall.

Mrs. Sanders, San Road, spoke of a tree that was down during the storm and a live wire on the ground for one week.  A JCP&L crew spliced the wires.  It has been eight months and the wire is not permanently repaired.  This will be resolved.
The public portion was closed.

Mayor Garafola asked Mr. Prater if JCP&L is raising rates, as she received an email from another Mayor indicating a raise in rates.  Mr. Prater said that rates are not going to be raised.

Mr. DiNardo asked about the pruning of trees at substations and the frequency of same.  Mr. Prater said that it was every four years.  Mr. DiNardo stated that it should be sooner.
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Mr. Marion stated that he would like to hear from residents.  He commented that JCP&L was asleep at the wheel during the storm.  There should have been a much better response.  It is unacceptable.
Mr. Sordillo stated that PSE&G did not have as many outages and were more responsive.  Mr. Prater indicated that territories are different and PSE&G has only one or two substations.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-13 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER III ENTITLED “GENERAL POLICE REGULATIONS” BY PROHIBITING SMOKING ON CERTAIN MUNICIPAL PROPERTY
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-13 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-14 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A DRIVEWAY ACCESS AND UTILITY EASEMENT TO EMERALD VALLEY AT WARREN LLC OVER LOT 28 IN BLOCK 12, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 12-14 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive Session minutes of May 3, 2012 and the Executive session minutes of May 24, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

June 21, 2012
Mr. Marion announced that the Basketball Courts at the Municipal Complex have been renovated.  On July 12th, there will be a dedication ceremony to name the Courts in memory of Scott Anderson.

Mr. DiNardo noted that overlay of roads in the Township will commence in the summer.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-137 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-137 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-15 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XV ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, SECTION 15-3 “FILING OF APPLICATION” BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION 15-3.4 ENTITLED “REQUEST FOR REZONING”.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-15 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-138   CERTIFICATION OF 2011 AUDIT

2012-139   RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSES

2012-140   RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION   POCKET LIQUOR LICENSES SPRINGFIELD BERKELEY LLC & VINJOHN, LLC
2012-141  RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSES -   CLUB

2012-142  RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE -   HOTEL/MOTEL EXCEPTION
2012-143  RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE
2012-144  AWARD OF CONTRACT - TAX ASSESSMENT SERVICES TO ROBERT  GABRISH, CTA
2012-145  SUPPORTING A-2454-ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT  FOR SEASONAL WORKERS
2012-146  OPPOSING S-1914 – NEW USER FEES CAP FOR TRADITIONAL MUNICIPAL  SERVICES 
2012-147  AWARD OF CONTRACT - WARREN TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB GRANT    PROGRAM – PROJECT #’s W-11-01 & 11-02

2012-148  AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE  SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PROGRAM FUNDED BY PSE&G
2012-149  AWARD OF NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM WASHINGTON VALLEY    ROAD, BLOCK 76 LOT 2
2012-150  AWARD OF NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM THE WAGNER FARM   PROPERTY
2012-151  AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO KENNON   SURVEYING SERVICES, INC. FOR REVIEW AND UPDATING TOWNSHIP TAX MAPS

2012-152   PROVIDING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EMPLOYEES TO PURCHASE  PROPERTY AND CASUALTY INSURANCE THROUGH LIBERTY MUTUAL   AT NO COST TO THE TOWNSHIP
2012-153  NAMING OF THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX BASKETBALL COURT
2012-154   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2000-31

2012-155   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 07-08
2012-156   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 09-26

2012-157   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 10-19

2012-158   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 11-08

2012-159   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 10-16

2012-160   CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN RESERVE FOR GIS

2012-161  RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE SECOND AMENDED DEVELOPMENT FEE  SPENDING PLAN FOR SUBMISSION TO THE COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE  HOUSING FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

2012-162  AWARD OF CONTRACT TO STILO EXCAVATION, INC. - OLD STIRLING  OAD IMPROVEMENTS PHASE I
2012-163  AWARD OF CONTRACT TO STILO EXCAVATING INC. FOR 2012 OVERLAY  OF TOWNSHIP ROADS

Resolutions No. 2012-138 through No. 2012-163 are appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Krane gave an update on the Kirch Ford Terrill House improvements.  He commended Rory Britt for all his assistance.  The project will now move forward with the adoption of a capital ordinance and an amendment of a contract with Westfield Architects.
The governing body discussed providing fuel to Fire Company and Rescue Squad vehicles and were in agreement to do so.  Mr. Marion stated that the Township should not pay for any personal use of these vehicles.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the street lighting project on Mountain Boulevard will commence in August.
The governing body had reviewed the County Wastewater Management Plan.  A resolution consenting to the Plan will be placed on the meeting in July.
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The governing body authorized the bidding process for the house lease at 195 Mountain Avenue.
Mayor Garafola stated that every year there are water problems in her area that ruin glasses and dishes.  Mr. Krane noted that Warren receives water from different locations.  A meeting will be arranged with the Water Co. so that they can speak to the residents.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos asked if he could receive the overlay list.  Mr. Krane told him he could receive a copy in the Township Clerk’s office.

Mrs. Grossweiler asked that the Duderstadt Farm be cleaned up.  It is an eyesore.  A letter will be sent to the County.

Mr. Nordheim, 102 Hillcrest Road, spoke of the agreement that his neighbor signed regarding animals at the farm.  It is not being enforced.  He referred to the definition of a corral and that in the agreement it states that a corral must be 50 feet away from a neighbor’s property. He complained that there are horses that are close to the fence.   Mr. Lehrer explained that a perimeter  fence is not a corral.  The intention was to require the farm owner to set up corrals so that the pigs were to be 50 feet away from the property line.  Horses were never mentioned.  Ms. Ryan, owner of the home at 102 Hillcrest Road stated that she is very disappointed. 
Mr. Rica, 17 Spring Lane, stated that he has lived in Warren for 27 years and that Warren has evolved from the farm community that it once was.  Residents have a right to have quiet enjoyment of their property.  He referred to his neighbor, who does not have a farm assessment and is on a 1 ½ acre plot.  There are many chickens and roosters and the property is a terrible mess and the smell from the property is unbearable.  Mr. Krane noted that the Township has an ordinance to regulate horses only.  There have been violations but the owner does not comply.  Mr. Lehrer will contact Mr. Chadwick to address this problem.  Mayor Garafola said that this needs to be addressed immediately.  There will be a meeting with Mr. Rica.
The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no else wished to speak.
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Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-164, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations - Chasbob Inc. – Letter of Intent; Castle Gate @ Watchung LLC – Redevelopment Agreement

Litigation – Board of Adjustment

Potential Property Acquisition – Block 18, Lot 2.02

Property Acquisition – Block 201, Lot 2 – BOE Property/WHWA

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:11 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:59 p.m.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

