MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 3, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 3, 2012 at 7:02 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Absent:

George Lazo (arrived 7:25 p.m.)
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The governing body presented Certificates of Recognition to the Green Team and Certificates of Recognition to the Valerie Fund Poster Contest Winners.
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Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-02 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-02 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-03 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FEES CHAPTER II, FUND RAISING; 

SERVICE CHARGES AND FEES FOR USE OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-03 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-04 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $250,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TWO CABS AND CHASSIS FOR TWO DUMP TRUCKS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $237,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.
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Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-04 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-05 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $61,500  AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE OVERLAY OF VARIOUS STREETS IN WARREN TOWNSHIP

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-05 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-06 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $80,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL FUND BALANCE TO PROVIDE FOR NEW BOILERS AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 46 MOUNTAIN BLVD AND POLICE/COURT BUILDING AT 44 MOUNTAIN BLVD

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-06 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-07 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $25,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT  FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF NEW SOFTWARE FOR THE FINANCE BUDGET AND PURCHASING FUNCTIONS
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Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-07 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-08 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION FROM  THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR $17,000 IN ORDER TO PURCHASE A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,000

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-08 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Marion stated that The 2012 Municipal Budget was approved by the Township Committee on April 4, 2012.  A summary of the budget was published in the Courier News on April 18, 2012.  Copies of the budget were made available for public inspection in the Warren Township Library and in the Township Clerk’s Office.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on the 2012 Budget.  Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, referred to the number of employees that have been added since 2011.  Mr. Krane stated that there have been one full time employee and three part time employees.  The practice is that, when employees terminate, the Township hires part time in most cases.  No one else wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.
Mr. Lazo arrived at 7:25 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, Resolution No. 2012-99 entitled “ADOPTION OF 2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, the Special Session minutes of April 4, 2012 and the Regular session minutes of April 12, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  Mr. Lakatos asked about the funding of Ordinance 12-10, which appropriates $200,000 for the rehabilitation of housing in the Township.  Mr. Krane stated that the funds are Affordable Housing Trust fund money.  The Comments on Agenda items portion was closed.
Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-100 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-100 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 12-09 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER VII, SECTION I, “BULDINGS AND HOUSING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, BY ADDING SUBSECTION 8-2.3  ENTITLED “ECONOMIC INCENTIVE WAVIER FOR BUSINESS OWNERS IN CERTAIN ZONES WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP
On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-09 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-10 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION AND 

EXPENDITURE IN THE AMOUNT OF $200,000 FOR THE REHABILITATION
 OF HOUSING IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-10 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-11 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER VI  OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN ENTITLED “ LICENSING OF DOGS” SUBSECTION 6-3.2 LICENSING FEES.
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-11 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-12 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, SECTION I OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” BY ADDING SUBSECTION 2-40 “UPKEEP OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY”

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. Lazo, Ordinance No. 12-12 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-101 
WAIVING MEMORIAL DAY PARADE PERMIT FEE AND AUTHORIZING A DONATION

2012-102
AUTHORIZING THE SPECIAL TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY TO ENTER INTO A STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT RELATIVE TO THE TAX APPEALS CAPTIONED NIJAKI  ASSOCIATES, LLC VS. TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TAX COURT OF NEW JERSEY, DOCKET NO. 006365-2011
2012-103
AUTHORIZING FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH CASTLE GATE ESTATES AT WATCHUNG INC. REGARDING DUBOIS ROAD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
2012-104
APPOINTMENT OF JESSICA H. HARRISON AS A MEMBER TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

2012-105 
RELEASING INSPECTION FEES
2012-106   
CANCELLATION OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTION RESERVE
2012-107
PROMOTION OF POLICE SERGEANT ERIC YACCARINO TO GRADE 1
2012-108  
CHANGE ORDER #1 & #2 – PAVE-RITE, INC. - BASKETBALL COURT RENOVATION PROJECT

2012-109
AUTHORIZING GOVDEALS TO SELL MOTOROLA PAGERS AND CHARGERS
2012-110
AWARD OF CONTRACT – WARREN TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB 
PROGRAM PROJECT #W11-03 TO PEDERSEN CONSTRUCTION

2012-111
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT – KIRCH-FORD TERRILL HOUSE – WINDOW RESTORATION PROJECT TO WESTFIELD ARCHITECTS & PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS

2012-112
 ESTABLISHING A POLICY & PROCEDURE FOR FINGERPRINTING AND

CONDUCTING BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR TOWNSHIP’S

VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS

Resolutions No. 2012-101 through No. 2012-112 are appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Resolution No. 2012-113, entitled “AUTHORIZING POSTPONEMENT OF MORTGAGE – BLOCK 74, LOT 6.62” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Resolution No. 2012-113 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to summer hours for the Construction Code Inspectors.
The governing body discussed passing a smoke free ordinance on municipal property.  They were in agreement.  The ordinance will be prepared.

A Business Development Committee was discussed.  The governing body all agreed that this would be good for the Township.  Mr. Krane proposed a committee of approximately 9 members.  A resolution will be prepared.

Mr. Krane noted that a County Library analysis regarding services versus the tax levy showed that the Township pays $1.7 million and receives $1.8 million.  Mr. Sordillo stated that the Township should consider a Warren library.  The cost will be researched.
The governing body referred to the Somerset County Planning Board comments on the State Strategic Plan.  They were concerned over NJ DEP philosophy on increasing opportunities for community water treatment facilities that would support higher density development.   Warren’s philosophy is to keep the Township rural.

The governing body agreed that the rent increase for house leases on Wagner Farm would be 2%.

The Wagner Farm new structure was discussed.  Mr. Marion expressed concern regarding any tax liabilities for residents.  Mr. Krane stated that the Township received $336,000 in insurance for damages to the barn.  The cost for the demolition was $75,000.  An architect is needed.  The governing body agreed to allocate funds and move forward.  An RFP will be advertised.  The Arboretum Foundation will be asked to provide their financial statement.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mrs. Gerken, Valley View Road, spoke of the termination of the Circulation employee and the Library Branch Director.  She was concerned that the Mayor and the Administrator were told why these individuals were fired.  The Library Advisory Board was in the dark.  Mr. Lehrer informed Mrs. Gerken that the governing body has limited powers.  The Somerset County Library Commission has purview over all Library personnel.
Mr. Sapienza, Field Street in Bridgewater stated that he has worked for the Library since 2005.  He stated that he was forced to carry out the unpleasant task of a termination letter to volunteers.  He asked the governing body to speak in favor of him.

The following individuals spoke in favor of Mr. Sapienza:  Mr. Katakam of Greenbrook, Mr. Lakatos of Warren, Mrs. Pasternak of Warren and Mrs. Mattac of Bridgewater.
Mr. Nordheim, 102 Hillcrest Road, complained that the Settlement Agreement with Mr. Almedia, 104 Hillcrest Road, who owns a farm next to Mr. Nordheim was not being enforced.  There is horse manure close to his property.
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Mayor Garafola informed him that he should work with Mr. Lehrer.  Mr. Nordheim stated that he just wants the agreement enforced.

Mr. Lakatos asked for clarification about Affordable Housing Trust funds.  Mr. Krane informed him that the funds were generated as a result of housing and commercial development.  These funds are developer’s fees.  Mr. Lakatos also noted that Chatham lowered their open space tax from 2% to .5%.  He also thanked Ms. DiRocco for letting him know of the early start of a previous meeting and brought up the missing items on the agenda.
Mr. Bottini, Lenape Trail, commended the governing body on an excellent job regarding the municipal budget.  He commented that the open space tax should be decreased.

The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no else wished to speak.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-114, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations - Dispatchers & PBA;  Chasbob Inc.; 

Wagner Farm Environmental  Escrow Agreement; 

Police Consolidation Study

Personnel - Officer Apisa – Medical leave of absence

Potential Land Sale - Elm & Oak Streets – Right-of-way/vacation of                      paper streets

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:05 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:22 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

