MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 12, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, April 12, 2012 at 6:04 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012 and April 3, 2012 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Lazo

Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-01 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:
REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION RELATED TO THE 
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SETTLEMENT OF THE D’ONOFRIO   VS.   WARREN   TOWNSHIP LAWSUIT, APPROPRIATING $695,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $695,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF.

Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for Ordinance 12-01 has been endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services and is filed in the Township Clerk’s office.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 12-01 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola announced that the Warren Library has a new Branch Director.  Anne Roman will serve in this position for approximately six months.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of March 15, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-84 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-84 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-03 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FEES CHAPTER II, FUND RAISING; 

SERVICE CHARGES AND FEES FOR USE OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-03 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 12-04 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $250,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TWO CABS AND CHASSIS FOR TWO DUMP TRUCKS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $237,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this bond ordinance was received as of this date and will be forwarded to the Director of Local Government Services for approval.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-04 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Marion introduced Ordinance No. 12-05 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $61,500 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITALIMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE OVERLAY OF VARIOUS STREETS IN WARREN TOWNSHIP

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-05 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 12-06 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $80,000

AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL FUND BALANCE TO PROVIDE FOR NEW BOILERS AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 46 MOUNTAIN BLVD AND POLICE/COURT BUILDING AT 44 MOUNTAIN BLVD

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 12-06 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-07 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $25,000

AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF NEW SOFTWARE

FOR THE FINANCE BUDGET AND PURCHASING FUNCTIONS

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Marion, Ordinance No. 12-07 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Lazo introduced Ordinance No. 12-08 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION FROM 

THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR $17,000 IN ORDER TO 

PURCHASE A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,000

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 12-08 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Marion, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-85
AWARD OF CONTRACT WARREN TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB GRANT PROGRAM –PROJECT #’s W-11-04, 11-05 & 11-06

2012-86
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND VICENDESE FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP BLOCK 71 LOT 37.01

2012-87
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE 207 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2012-88
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE 209 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2012-89
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER ERIK LARSEN 

2012-90
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2012-91
FILING OF COPS HIRING PROGRAM (CHP) 2012 GRANT
2012-92
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT MASER CONSULTING, P.A. CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES BASKETBALL COURT RENOVATIONS

2012-93
AWARD OF CONTRACT FAIGON ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS


MOUNTAIN BLVD. STREET LIGHTING
2012-94
AWARD OF CONTRACT EAST COAST EMERGENCY LIGHTING 


OUTFITTING OF POLICE VEHICLES
2012-95
AWARD OF CONTRACT CAMPBELL FREIGHTLINERS AND CAMPBELL SUPPLY FIRE TRUCK MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR
2012-96
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ASSIGNMENT AND RELEASE WITH WARREN HOV PARCEL 3, LLC

2012-97
SUPPORTING A-2717 - EXTENDING THE TIME PERIOD FOR MUNICIPALITIES TO COMMIT TO EXPEND COLLECTED DEVELOPMENT FEES AND PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF CONSTRUCTING AFFORDABLE UNITS

2012-98
AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE WARREN HOV’S NJ DEP UTILITY CROSSING APPLICATION

Resolutions No. 2012-85 through No. 2012-98 are appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Lazo spoke of passing an ordinance that would encourage new tenants for businesses with 5 or more employees to allow for a waiver of construction sub-code permit fees.  This would apply to certain business zones within the Township.
The governing body discussed and will consider creating a business development ad hoc committee.
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Mr. Krane noted that Warren will be receiving an award for utilizing COAH funds for supportive housing.

Mr. Krane spoke of residential maintenance code options.  There have been issues related to abandoned properties.  The Township could declare an eminent hazard and costs for clean-up could be recovered through a lien on the property.  The governing body will consider an ordinance.

Mayor Garafola stated that she is very proud of the Green Team’s accomplishments.  Laura Mandel was present and spoke of the Sustainable NJ award.  The Township is at the Bronze level and working towards the Silver level.  She stated that businesses could really help in the area of recycling.

Mr. Krane spoke of parking around the High School.  Residents have been complaining that students are parking on the streets.  The High School is aware and is looking into opening other lots.  This will be further discussed.

Fire Chief LoSapio discussed the Fire Vehicle Replacement Plan.  The governing body commended the plan, commenting that planning ahead makes good budget sense.

Mr. DiNardo, Mr. Sordillo and Mr. Krane left the meeting at 6:55 p.m.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Resident Laura Mandel stated that the parking situation at the High School is being discussed by Administration.

The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no else wished to speak.

Mayor Garafola read and presented an Autism proclamation.

Mr. Lazo presented Certificates of Recognition to the Middle School Girls Basketball team champions.

Dr. Tami Crater, Superintendent of Schools spoke of the 2012 budget.

There were no major cuts.  The Board of Education received State aid.  The budget is approximately $4.2 million.  There will be renovations and improvements to schools.  The tax levy increase is 1.24%.

April 12, 2012

Mayor Garafola presented a Certificate of Recognition to Dr. Crater for Woodland School, as the school was designated as a “Reward” school.
On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, stated that he did not hear the opening of the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  He complained that he did not get the chance to speak.

Mr. Lehrer stated that the meeting could be opened again to hear Mr. Lakatos.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion the meeting was reopened to allow Mr. Lakatos to speak.  Mayor Garafola noted that Privilege of the Floor was opened previously.
Mr. Lakatos expressed an apology for not hearing the opening of Privilege of the Floor.  He noted that the printed agenda did not list the ordinances that were read on first reading.  He could not comment on agenda items if these items were not listed.  Ms. DiRocco explained that there was a copying error out of her office and apologized.  Mayor Garafola stated that the full agenda was posted on the Township Website.  He stated concern over the bonding of close to a million dollars.  Is the Township kicking debt down the road that will affect future generations?  He disagreed with the purchase of expensive fire ladder trucks, stating that this is not New York.  He referred to Dr. Crater’s presentation and that she did not speak about teachers not receiving raises in two years.  He reported a hold in the road on Dock Watch Hollow Road.  He also reported on a bad section of road on Mountain Avenue, where he said that he almost lost control of his car.

He thanked the governing body for reopening the meeting.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

