MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 15, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 15, 2012 at 6:06 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  and March 12, 2012 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Lazo

Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-80, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Litigation - D’Onofrio vs. Warren
Contract Negotiations - Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:06 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 6:30 p.m.

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The governing body presented the Recreation Commission awards.

Mr. Sordillo presented the “Citizen of the Year Award” to Doug Reeder.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of February 16, 2012 and Work and Executive session minutes of March 1, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  

Mrs. Smith, Sawmill Road, spoke about the proposed new barn.  She mentioned the possibility of solar for the barn.  She distributed brochures for consideration.
Mr. Meyers, 16 Roseland Avenue, asked for help with an adjacent property issue.  The house is abandoned and is a terrible eyesore.  The house has been vandalized and there is debris everywhere on the property.  There are also rodent issues.  Mr. Krane noted that the individual handling the estate must be contacted.  Mr. Krane will assist and follow up on this issue.
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Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, stated that there should be a property maintenance ordinance.  He also commented on the emergency appropriation resolution on the agenda.  He stated that the taxpayers will be paying for this.

The Comments portion was closed as no one else wished to speak.

Ms. DiRocco informed the governing body that recommendation appointments for the Solid Waste Committee and the Cultural Advisory Committee at the County should be made.  The governing body agreed to recommend Doug Buro to the Solid Waste Committee and Rory Britt to the Cultural Advisory Committee.

Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-63 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-63 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-64
AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF CONTRACT TO ACE ENVIRONMENTAL

 

FOR A YARD DUMPSTER 
2012-65
AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF CONTRACT FOR HVAC SERVICES TO ENVIROCON, LLC
2012-66 
AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF A SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT RELATIVE TO THE D’ONOFRIO VS. WARREN TOWNSHIP LAWSUIT

2012-67
AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION 
RELATIVE TO THE D’ONOFRIO VS WARREN TOWNSHIP LAWSUIT

2012-68
AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL
FINANCE BOARD FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF A REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE

2012-69
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS – STREET OPENING PERMITS
2012-70
POLICE GRADE PROMOTIONS - P. BENNETT,  J. SOHLER

2012-71
AUTHORIZING ENDORSEMENT FOR CANCELLATION OF TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB MORTGAGES

2012-72
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,000 IN THE 2011 RESERVE BUDGET
2012-73 
AUTHORIZING 2012 TEMPORARY BUDGET AMENDMENTS
2012-74 SUPPORTING CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION MAY 21 TO

JUNE 3, 2012


2012-75 AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF THE MUNICIPAL GROUNDS PERMIT

FOR THE WARREN GIRL SCOUTS EVENT
2012-76        AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE CULTURAL  

AND HERITAGE      

COMMISSION OF SOMERSET COUNTY FOR THE KIRCH-FORD-


          TERRILL HOUSE GRANT FUNDING

2012-77          AUTHORIZING FILING OF 2012 CDBG APPLICATION  BY THE

ARC OF SOMERSET COUNTY

2012-78
AWARD OF CONTRACT – BASKETBALL COURT RENOVATIONS TO



PAVE-RITE, INC.
Resolutions No. 2012-64 through No. 2012-78 are appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Lazo, Resolution No. 2012-79 entitled “AUTHORIZING THE DONATION OF A LADDER TRUCK TO SOMERSET COUNTY FIRE ACADEMY FOR FIRE TRAINING PURPOSES” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2012-79 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 12-01 by title for first reading and read the following:

REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE  PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION RELATED TO THE SETTLEMENT OF THE D’ONOFRIO   VS.   WARREN   TOWNSHIP LAWSUIT, APPROPRIATING    $695,000 HEREFOR AND  AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $695,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING THE COST THEREOF.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received as of this date and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for endorsement.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 12-01 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Krane presented the budget cuts.  The budget will be introduced on April 4, 2012.  The governing body commended Mr. Krane.

Mr. Krane spoke of the COPS hiring grant.  He stated that the Chief of Police understands that the Township will not be hiring.  Completing the paperwork will keep the Township on the list.

The governing body discussed the new building at Wagner Farm and potential functions.  They spoke of septic and a well and of the building possibly being used as a shelter.  Mr. DiNardo stated that this would not be feasible and expensive due to the fact that there would not be sewers.  The governing will further discuss.

The governing body agreed to a rent increase of 2% for the Wagner Farm properties.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















