MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 16, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, February 16, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  and February 14, 2012 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Lazo

Mr. Marion

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Absent:

Mr. DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey Lehrer, Township Attorney



Russell Leffert, Chief of Police




John Chadwick, Township Planner

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-59, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Land Acquisition - Purchase Block 90 Lot 2

Litigation - D’Onofrio vs. Warren
Pending Litigation – JCP&L - BPU Action; BAC vs. Township of                 Berkeley Heights
Contract Negotiations - Affordable Housing Trust Fund; COAH Consultant 
Personnel - Special Police Officer; Officer Apisa – medical leave of absence
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:00 p.m.

Chief Leffert left the meeting at 6:20 p.m.

Mr. Chadwick left the meeting at 6:57 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:05 p.m.

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Sordillo read a Proclamation in honor of Red Cross Month.
Mr. Lazo read a Proclamation in honor of Read Across America.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of January 26, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Sordillo reported on the Alternative Technology Committee.  The Committee is interested in hiring a consultant to study cell tower locations and the alternatives. 

Mr. Sordillo announced that there will be an insurance forum for residents on March 19th in the Court room.

Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-47 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-47 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-48
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 CRIMSON FIRE, INC.  FOR AERIAL LADDER TRUCK

2012-49
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND ELITE PROPERTIES AT WARREN   BLOCK  78  LOT  19.06

2012-50
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $163,000
2012-51
AMENDING 2012 TEMPORARY BUDGET
2012-52
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2012-53 
AUTHORIZING 2012 WARREN TOWNSHIP CAR SHOW AND SIGNING OF TOWNSHIP FACILITY USE APPLICATION
2012-54
AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF MUNICIPAL GROUNDS PERMIT REGARDING LIONS CLUB EXPO EVENT
2012-55
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 2012 MUNICIPAL RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY
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2012-56
ENDORSING FILING OF RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE YEAR 2011
2012-57
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT WITH ALL SEASONS MAINTENANCE, INC. FOR STREET SWEEPING SERVICES

2012-58 
AUTHORIZING PARTIAL RELEASE OF FUNDS               

WAGNER FARM ENVIRONMENTAL ESCROW
Resolutions No. 2012-48 through No. 2012-58 are appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, Resolution No. 2012-60 entitled “AWARD OF CONTRACT QUEST ENVIRONMENTAL & ENGINEERING SERVICES INC. – WAGNER FARM BARN – AIR MONITORING SERVICES” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-60 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Lazo, Resolution No. 2012-61 entitled “APPOINTING ERIC TASK AS SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER CLASS II” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-61 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane noted that the Open Space Trust Fund Report balance is $1,689,376.63.

The Citizen of the Year will be announced at an upcoming meeting.

Mayor Garafola suggested that the CPNJ facility be nominated for the Somerset County Housing Resource Center Awards.  She and Mr. Krane will work together on this.

Mr. Krane reported that the street lighting repair along Mountain Boulevard is coming to fruition.  To date, eight lights have been repaired.

Mr. Marion stated that King George Road and Old Stirling Road are in need of repair.  He requested that he, Mr. Krane and the DPW 
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Superintendent visit areas in the Township to assess the road conditions.  Mr. Krane stated that there is a process to repair roads.
This will be moved forward.

Mr. Lazo stated that he and Mr. Krane reviewed the fee ordinance relative to the use of recreation fields.  Perhaps these fees could be utilized to repair the sport fields.  The governing body agreed.
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The governing body discussed the possibility of obtaining grants for Trails.  Mr. Krane stated that the Township has never received Trail grants.  
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mrs. Ponzio, Primrose Way, expressed concern over the 911 Memorial to be constructed at the Municipal Complex.  She stated that the first thing anyone would see is a mangled piece of steel.  Evoking emotion is very important; however, it should not be negative.  She suggested that it be a resident choice and asked the governing body to give her suggestion some thought.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Lehrer left the meeting at 8:00 p.m.
The governing body reviewed the proposed 2012 municipal budget and will be ready to discuss in detail at the budget meeting on March 1st.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















