MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JANUARY 26, 2012
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, January 26, 2012 at 6:01 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 12, 2012  by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Lazo

Mr. Marion

Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mayor Garafola

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




William Willard, Acting Township Attorney

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-44, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Attorney Client Privilege – Affordable Housing Trust Fund

Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren
Contract Negotiations -  Soccer Field Construction; TowerCo

Personnel – Ronald Cohen – Leave of absence

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:01 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:10 p.m.

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Certificates of Recognition were presented to the Watchung Hills Pop Warner Cheer Squads and the Pop Warner Pee Wee Football Team for the Squad and Team’s championship season.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Reorganization meeting minutes of January 5, 2012 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo commended DPW on the pick up of storm debris.

Mr. Sordillo spoke of scheduling a forum to assist residents so that they could better understand flood insurance issues the basic process.
Mayor Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, 7 Horseshoe Road, asked what the cost was to pick up storm debris.  Mr. Krane stated that the cost was approximately $86,000, which included DPW overtime, equipment rentals and outside contractors.
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The Comments portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Marion introduced and read Resolution No. 2012-31 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Sordillo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2012-31 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Lazo, second of Mr. Marion, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2012-32
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND PULTE HOMES OF NEW JERSEY BLOCK 205 LOTS 12 & 53 - 57

2012-33 CHANGE IN CUSTODIANS IN PETTY CASH FUNDS, WARREN

TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY

2012-34 RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING 
PERMIT #2011-31
2012-35
AUTHORIZING CONTRACT FOR WEBSITE SERVICES

 

MARTHA E. REEDER OF DOMA, LLC

2012-36
AWARD OF CONTRACT – DENTAL INSURANCE TO DELTA DENTAL

2012-37
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLE WITH JUNK TITLE
2012-38
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF WOODCHIPS FROM THE OCTOBER 2011 NOR’EASTER

2012-39
AWARD OF CONTRACT – TO EAST COAST EMERGENCY LIGHTING FOR 

STRIPPING AND OUTFITTING POLICE VEHICLES

2012-40
AUTHORIZING REJECTION OF POLE BARN BIDS
2012-41
AWARD OF CONTRACT - DEMOLITION OF BARN - 197 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
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2012-42
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $111,200 IN THE 2011 RESERVE BUDGET 

2012-43
AUTHORIZING STIPEND TO CABLE STATION MANAGER
Resolutions No. 2012-32 through No. 2012-43 are appended to the official minutes.
Mayor Garafola asked the governing body members to think about 

nominating a worthy resident for Citizen of the Year.

The governing body agreed to a fee increase relative to the summer playground program.

The governing body discussed a 2012 salary increase for themselves.

Mr. DiNardo was not in favor of an increase.  Mayor Garafola stated that an increase of $145 for the year was not very much considering out of pocket expenses that are incurred and stated that she is in favor of an increase.  Mr. Sordillo and Mr. DiNardo agreed with several of the Mayor’s points.  

Mr. Krane noted that the Somerset Business Partnership received a grant for an economic development study.  There would not be much of a municipal impact.  The study will be monitored.

The governing body discussed considering the enactment of an ordinance that would waive permit fees to businesses that add five or more projects.  Mr. Lazo brought this to the attention of the governing body and provided a sample ordinance from another Township.  This could help entice new business in the Township and hopefully help   activate business in vacant warehouses.  The governing body was in agreement.
The governing body commended the Historic Sites Committee.  Recently, the Township received a $93,000 grant from the County for the Kirsch Ford House.  

Mr. Sordillo stated that there was an article in the Star Ledger comparing property taxes in surrounding Counties.  Warren’s taxes remain low.
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Mr. Marion stated that the light fixtures along Mountain Boulevard are not working properly and need to be fixed or replaced.  Also, the center road islands are not aesthetically attractive.  Mr. Krane noted that an electrician will be repairing the lights.  As the Township performs maintenance on the islands, Mr. Krane will interface with Mr. Buro, DPW Superintendent.   
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked if there were any morning meetings scheduled for this year.  Mr. Sordillo replied no.  He also spoke of icy patches on Dock Watch Hollow Road.  Mr. DiNardo informed him that a natural spring is causing the water flow.  This will be further investigated in the spring.  Mr. Lakatos requested the Open Space Trust Fund report.  He also commented on the Governor’s proposal to cut state taxes by 10%.  Property Taxes should be cut.
No one else wished to speak and this portion was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, Resolution No.

2012-45, entitled “AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – AD HOC COMMITTEE” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

There was a discussion on the School Budget Process.  The School Board election may be moved to November.  The governing body is in favor of this.  The Board of Education can pass a resolution or the governing body may do so.

Mr. Lazo introduced and read resolution No. 2012-46, seconded by Mr. Marion and carried by unanimous voice vote.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:
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Contract Negotiations -  Soccer Field Construction; TowerCo
Personnel – Ronald Cohen – leave of absence

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:30 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:40 p.m.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Marion, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk



















