MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 27, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, September 27, 2007 at 7:10 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato




Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. & Mrs. Zilinski were present to donate AED’s to various sports organizations.  There was a demonstration on how to use an AED.

Mr. Zilinski gave statistics on children’s deaths.  He requested that the governing body adopt Janet’s policy statement. He presented AED’s to Warren Basketball, Watchung Hills Pop Warner, Watchung Hills Jr. Warriors, the Soccer Association and Lacrosse.  A donation was also 
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made to the Township for use at the East County Reserve, Duderstadt Fields, the Municipal grounds baseball field and the Municipal M5 field.
The governing body thanked the Zilinskis.
Mrs. Garafola read a Certificate of Appreciation and presented same to 

Ernie Cotrill for the founding of the Giving Garden at the Arboretum.

Mr. DiNardo read a Certificate of Appreciation and presented same to

David Sylvester for his generous donation of AED’s to the Township.

Roberta Monahan, Youth Services Commission, presented the ceremonial check received from the County in the amount of $2,500 which represents a grant for the “Girls on the Run” program.
Mr. Plager read a proclamation honoring National Assisted Living Week.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-55 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-51 TO BE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 122 MOUNT BETHEL RD

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-55 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-56 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-54 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 7 MOUNT BETHEL ROAD.”

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-56 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-57 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-53 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 10 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD."

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-57 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-58 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-52 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 45 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD.”

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-58 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-59 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-56 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 8 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD.”

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-59 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-60 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE NAMING OF A RIGHT-OF-WAY FORMERLY KNOWN AS FRONTAGE ROAD TO GRAY’S LANE

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-60 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-61 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 02-38 FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY ON OCTOBER 3, 2002, AS AMENDED
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-61 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, the Regular session minutes of August 30, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola stated that the policies and procedures for the local cable channel have been revised by the Cable Advisory Committee.  These policies will be reviewed by the Township Attorney.
Cable Advisory Committee members met with Verizon to discuss the installation of a FIOS line in to the municipal building and in to the High School.  The Verizon office in Plainfield serves this area and FIOS will not be ready till 2009. 
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Mrs. Garafola stated that there will be a public discussion on the Sewerage Authority budget on October 3rd.

The Mayor stated that he attended a meeting relative to school funding.  Urban areas receive the highest funding from the State.
The Mayor spoke of a request from a Teacher at the Middle School.  Mrs. Cooper asked about a leadership program for the children.  The Mayor stated that these children have been invited to his place of employment, Chubb.  The governing body spoke about inviting the children to a meeting.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-193 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-193 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 07-62 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7-3.4 ENTITLED LIMITED      PARKING ON CERTAIN STREETS” OF CHAPTER VII ENTITLED                                    

"TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE                                                            

TOWNSHIP  OF WARREN, TO ESTABLISH PARKING RESTRICTIONS FOR GRAY’S LANE WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-62 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-63 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-35 ENTITLED “OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND/OPEN SPACE SITE ACQUISITION ADVISORY COMMITTEE” OF CHAPTER II ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 
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OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO REVISE AND UPDATE THE PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE USE AND APPROPRIATION OF THE TOWNSHIP’S TRUST FUND.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-63 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-64 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION," SECTION 2-4 ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN TOWNSHIP

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-64 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-65 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, ENTITLED FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION” 
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-65 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-66 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE SALARY AND WAGE RANGES AND OTHER COMPENSATION AND PERSONNEL BENEFITS TO BE PAID TO CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, AND AMENDS ORDINANCE 04-28, ORDINANCE 04-36, AND ORDINANCE 05-17.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-66 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-194 through No. 2007-206, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-194 through No. 2007-206 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2007-207, entitled “AUTHORIZING PROCEDURES FOR POLICE CAPTAIN TESTING PROCESS” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Resolution No. 2007-207 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body discussed the position of Assistant DPW Superintendent.  There will be an internal promotion with no hiring of additional personnel.
The governing body discussed the rezoning request by American Properties for property on Mount Bethel Road.  Mr. Plager expressed a concern and stated that the property should remained zoned as 130/65.  Mr. DiNardo suggested that the Planning Board review the request.  Mrs. Garafola stated that a recommendation should be given to the Planning Board.  The vote to forward to the Planning Board for input was unanimous.  The vote to recommend to the Planning Board that the governing was in favor was as follows:
Mr. DiNardo

Yes

Mr. Plager

No

Mrs. Garafola
Yes

Mr. Salvato

No

Mayor Sordillo
Yes

Ms. DiRocco will send a letter to the Planning Board stating that the majority of the governing body members are recommending the zone change.

The Committee approved the budget goals and objectives for 2008.
Mrs. Garafola suggested that these goals be placed on the local cable channel and forwarded to the Board of Education.

The Committee agreed to the lease renewals at Wagner Farm and to the request to construct a swing set by one of the tenants.
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The governing body agreed to a land dedication to the Township.  This strip of land is on Washington Valley Road and is known as Block 76 Lot 4.07.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Mark Hardy was appointed to the Open Space Acquisition Committee for a term to expire on 12/31/08.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Roberta Monahan was appointed to the Board of Adjustment for a term to expire on 12/31/07.

The governing body discussed Lyme Disease.  Mayor Sordillo suggested a tick drag at Recreation Fields.  Mr. Plager suggested asking the County to lend assistance.

Mrs. Garafola stated that the Water Company assessed the water quality situation in her neighborhood.  There were very few residents affected.
Mrs. Garafola spoke about tourism in Warren.  She suggested that theater groups should request to use the High School theater.  A school in Toms River gets revenue by renting their facility.  She also suggested that the hotel occupancy tax be used for recreation activities.
Mr. Plager suggested that the Township attempt to obtain a grant to refurbish the barn at Wagner Farm.  The governing body agreed.

Chief Leffert stated that Corporeal Ayres will be retiring.  He will have to be replaced and there will also be a promotion to a Sergeant’s position.

Mr. Salvato requested that the Police promotion exam and interview scoring process be changed to eliminate the high/low scoring.  Mrs. Garafola agreed.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Florey,  Recreation Commission member, stated that she spoke to Superintendent Stromsland at the High School about the use of the theater.  The necessary forms will be obtained.  She also spoke about senior housing.  Mr. DiNardo reported on a meeting with the seniors 
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and stated that maybe a developer would be willing to get involved. Parcels in the Township would be considered.
Mrs. Grossweiler, reiterated the need for low cost senior housing.  The Towne Center is the only senior housing and that is filled.

Mt. Lakatos stated that he wrote a letter to the Governor asking that the sales tax be increased ½%.  The increase should be given to seniors in the form of a rebate.  He also suggested that copying fees that are charged by the Township be lowered.  Mr. Belardo informed him that the Township adheres to the State statute.  He referred to the open space ordinance that will appropriate money for a turf field.  He pays $144 per year in open space tax to Warren.  He asked how much is in that fund.  Mr. Krane informed him that last year the fund was fewer than one million dollars.

The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

