WARREN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2007 – 7:00 P.M.

2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM- 46 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD

Call to Order:

The regular meeting of the Warren Township Board of Health was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  on Wednesday, September 12, 2007 by Malcolm Plager, President.

Flag Salute

The Opening Statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting was given on January 19, 2007 by posting a copy on the Township Bulletin Board sending a copy to the Township Clerk, Echoes Sentinel and Courier News as required by the Open Public Meetings Act.  We plan to adjourn no later than 10:00 p.m.

Roll Call:

Dr. DeMarco – Absent 

Alternate #1

Mrs. Garrison – Present

Mrs. Cooper - Present

Mr. Morlino – Present 

Alternate #2

Dr. Sarraf – Present 


Mr. Riley – Present

Mr. Sordillo – Absent




Mr. Zimmerman – Present

Mr. Plager – Present

John J. DeLaney, Jr., Esq. 53 Cardinal Drive, Westfield, New Jersey was present as Board of Health Counsel.  Fredi Pearlmutter, Esq., was excused.

Privilege of the Floor:
None – Privilege of the Floor closed.
Approval of Minutes:

None

Correspondence:

· Monthly Reports (July) – Kevin G. Sumner, Health Officer; Ronald Cohen, REHS; Robyn Key, REHS; Nancy Lanner, REHS – Middle Brook Regional Health Commission.
· Monthly Reports (August) – Kevin G. Sumner, Health Officer; Ronald Cohen, REHS; Donna Ostman, REHS; Robyn Key, REHS; Middle Brook Regional Health Commission.
· Bureau of Environmental Radiation Radon Program – June 2007 Monthly Report.
· Bureau of Environmental Radiation Radon Program – July 2007 – Monthly Report
· Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission 2007 Clinics
· Department of Human Services – County of Somerset – County Housing Rehabilitation Program.
· The New Jersey Poison Information & Education System – Annual Report
· The New Jersey Poison Information & Education System – Adolescents and Medicine Abuse. 
Mr. Plager announced the cases would be heard immediately following a presentation on Advanced Technology Septic Systems by Kevin G. Sumner, Health Officer and Steven Parker, P.E., Parker Engineering & Consulting.

Mr. Sumner stated this process began several months ago, when there were several applications in a bordering town.  There were applications for the use of advanced technology and the peat system is one that has been seen in the area in Watchung and more recently in Warren.  Based on the state’s acceptance of this system along with four or five other advanced technologies they 
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Presentation on Advanced Technology Systems – Continued:

have reviewed, provided guidelines for, and have given approval of,  Mr. Sumner has reviewed
them and determined the Board should take action since these technologies will be used in areas where traditional systems do not work.  If there is a malfunctioning system and we need to put something in place, this is a good alternative. Mr. Plager reiterated a system of this type would be used in the event of a repair or alteration due a malfunctioning system. Mr. Sumner stated the State has approved the peat systems for use in other circumstances with more requirements, but he is not recommending that but is recommending we move forward with advance systems for a malfunctioning septics only. Later in the meeting, Mr. Sumner suggested the Board discuss a proposed ordinance to be put in place for the maintenance of these systems.  The State does not require ordinance when this technology is used for repairing a malfunctioning system.  Mr. Plager reiterated the importance of local law to control this new technology and maintenance of the systems. 
Mr. Parker has installed several peat systems in Somerset and Hunterdon Counties.  Brochures were given to the Health Officer for distribution from EcoFlow, a company of Premier Tech.  Mr. Parker has no relationship with these companies.  The state has approved three different manufacturers of the peat moss systems.  Technologies are fairly similar; it is  Mr. Parkers intent to mainly  describe to the Board how these systems generally work.  Mr. Parker stated this system is not for new construction and is not a magic system where the soil no longer percs.  It is an advanced treatment technology that provides a high level of effluent treatment with the usual septic tank and disposal field configuration.  When the effluent comes out of the home into the septic tank it then goes into the disposal field. With this technology a peat filter precedes the disposal field. It is basically a fiberglass shell filled with peat moss.  There is a distribution tray on top that distributes the effluent which then flows to the peat moss contained within the fiberglass shell.  It has an open bottom, which is placed directly on top of the field.  This provides the zone of treatment in a septic field.  This type of system is not necessary for every septic system that is designed, but in cases that the percolation is not hydraulically conditioned to working, this would provide a higher level of treatment.  If there were any type of malfunction the effluent is treated better.  The state allows for a reduction in the size of the field with a peat moss system because of the high level of treatment.  This type of system does not require as much of a footprint.  A Guidance Document has been issued by the State, discussing the reasons for use of this type of system, the vendors that have been approved, and how to design a system.  It also discusses what to expect from a monitoring standpoint.  This particular manufacturer has a maintenance agreement, so that when the unit is purchased, a maintenance contract is received.  It is not possible to purchase the system without it.  Once per year, a representative of the company will inspect the septic system.  A report is then issued to the local Health Department.  Mr. Sumner stated the maintenance issue is covered in the ordinance.  Question arose as to what if the company goes out of business?  Mr. Parker stated this is not a new system and the company has been in business for a long time.  If something were to happen, it would be required to get another company noting an engineer or Health Department employee could also do the inspections.  The life span of the filter is approximately every 8 years.  The system gets pumped out with a septic tank truck, the peat moss gets  disposed of and the peat moss is replaced.  Over time, every septic system will fail, most of the failure will happen in the peat moss area.  A system of this type is expected to last a very long time.  In a long term perspective, it provides a better quality effluent, and it is also a longer lasting system. 
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Presentation on Advanced Technology Systems – Continued:

Mrs. Cooper asked for an example as to how this system would work in the instance of a septic failure.  Mr. Parker explained if there is a case of a small parcel of property where the setback requirements cannot be met to the well or house, this system is perfect because of the level of treatment it provides.  If there are marginal soils, and there is no place on the property that 

better soils can be found, this system would again be a good option because of the fact as large a footprint is not required, and if there was a malfunction, it is clear effluent.  Mr. Sumner gave the example of a case in Watchung whereby a septic system was serving a house that they essentially dug through and put in a pool and retaining wall.  By doing all of this, the size of the property was reduced for the septic system.  The home was vacant for quite some time, and there is no place for a traditional septic system.  This system will accommodate that house since it fits in the footprint of what is left on the property.   Mr. Parker and Mr. Sumner answered other Board questions including approximate cost of the system and maintenance.  In a split system, there would have to be two peat moss systems.  
Case #1

54 Ferguson Road

Block 57, Lot 10

Application:  Variance from Warren Township Septic Ordinance

Owner/Applicant:  Andrew and Quenia Dobek

Engineer:  Jennifer Schwenker, P.E.,  Ferreiro Engineering

The applicant proposes to expand the existing septic system to permit the construction of a five bedroom home.  The proposed dwelling is to be served by a new well requiring the sealing of the existing well.  A NJDEP Letter of Interpretation has been provided for the area of disturbance only.  Mr. Joseph Kosinsky of Ferreiro Engineering has provided by letter that no wetlands or wetlands transition areas will be impacted by the proposed construction.  As per Mr. Sumner’s Case Summary the applicant is requesting six (6) variances with three concerns to be addressed on revised plans.  The applicant’s engineer has agreed to revisions requested by Mr. Sumner and will make any further revisions as recommended by the Board. 
Jennifer Schwenker, P.E. was present on behalf of the owners.  For clarification, Mr. Plager stated this Board has never approved an integrated single system in the past 10 years.  The criteria and law has been separate gray and black water systems.  This is going to be new construction.  Mr. Plager asked Ms. Schwenker to address why the applicant is not moving in the direction of a split system. Mr. Plager further stated there is an error on the plans.  The setbacks are fine, but measurement is not taken from the center of the road, measurement is taken from the 25’ setback.
Ms. Schwenker stated the applicant wishes to demolish the existing home and replace it with a new 2-story 5-bedroom home.  Ms. Schwenker was sworn in by John J. DeLaney, Acting Board Counsel. A new well and septic system is being proposed.  Everything conforms to the bulk requirements.  Ms. Schwenker reiterated no wetlands or wetlands transition areas will be impacted by the proposed construction.  

Mr. Plager noted the existing wells on adjacent properties and across the street are not identified on the map, so the Board is unable to determine relationship of these wells to the applicant’s field.  Without this knowledge, the Board may be unable to proceed.  Ms. Schwenker stated they are able to verify within 100’ of the new septic there are no existing wells or other septic systems. Mr. Plager noted this must be included in the map.  This is a requirement that must be fulfilled 
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Case #1 (continued):

54 Ferguson Road

Block 57, Lot 10

before the Board can go ahead.  Also, there is nothing that is a provision for roof runoff, black top, reinjection.  It is not necessarily a Board of Health issue, but we are dealing with wetlands, so it is necessary for the Board to understand as much as possible about the plan.  There are no storm sewers in the street.  Ms. Schwenker stated they would propose dry wells for the home, 

but again there is only a small area they can work with to maintain setbacks from the well and septic field.  The only place for dry wells would be on the western side of the driveway where it curves for the turnaround.  There were no soil logs done for the storm system.  It was clarified this system did not fail, but replacement is being proposed since the old system would be too close to the new home.  
Mr. Andrew Dobek of 54 Ferguson Road was sworn in by Acting Board Counsel.  He stated the property was purchased approximately 4 ½ years ago.  At that time, they were told by a septic inspector that the septic functions, but may “go” at any time.  The applicant plans to demolish the entire home, including a new foundation. Mr. Dobek would like to replace the septic system because to his belief it is not working properly.  
Mr. Plager suggested the possibility of both fields in the front of the home be considered.  Ms. Schwenker stated this was discussed but it was felt there would not be enough room to accomplish this.  Mr. Plager stated the ordinance was put into place in the late 1980’s and that the split system would have the highest level of effectiveness and lowest level of failure for the homeowner.  

Mrs. Morton of 21 Berkshire Drive asked how this would affect all of the people on Berkshire Drive.  Mr. Plager stated there would be no more impact than there is right now.  Mr. Plager further stated that since the effluent coming out of the system will be cleaner, this may improve the conditions.

Mr. John Kozik of 56 Ferguson Road stated that all of the homes are set at an angle.  He noted this would not create a problem for him and invited the applicant’s engineer to meet with him determine the locations of his septic and well.

Quenia Dobek of 54 Ferguson Road was sworn in by Mr. DeLaney.  She stated at the time the home was purchased, they anticipated only renovations, but as time went on it was decided to go forward as proposed.
It was generally agreed by the Board members they would prefer to see a design consistent with the ordinance.  The applicant will be carried to the next meeting.
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Case #2 – September 12, 207

198 Mount Horeb Road

Block 73, Lot 9

Application:
Variance from Warren Septic Ordinances

Owner/Applicant:
Mr. Satnam Singh

Engineer:  Kurt Hoffman, P.E.

Attorney:  C. Boyd Cote, Esq.

The applicant is proposing to expand the existing septic system to service an enlarged dwelling from the current four bedrooms to proposed 6 bedrooms and to correct a malfunctioning septic system.  Applicant further proposes to maintain the existing septic system to provide black water disposal and to construct a new disposal system for grey water.  A new well is proposed.  Applicant has provided an NJDEP Letter of Interpretation.  Three variances are being requested as per Mr. Sumner’s case summary.  The engineer has agreed to provide new plans as indicated by the Health Officer. Also as Mr. Sumner has suggested, the applicant should provide assurance 

Case #2 – September 12, 2007 - Continued

198 Mount Horeb Road

Block 73, Lot 9

the proposed system will abate the present malfunctioning system.  The existing well must be abandoned per law and proof of potability of the new well should be provided at the Health Officer’s request. 
Mr. C. Boyd Cote, was present on behalf of the property owner.  Mr. Singh was unable to appear.

Mr. Kurt Hoffman, P.E. of Hoffman Engineering was sworn in by Acting Board Council.

To clarify, Mr. Plager stated the applicant is replacing the total system with a split system. Mr. Sumner stated this is the replacement of an existing house, increasing the size from four bedrooms to six bedrooms.  The system fully complies with state regulations, and there are three variances being requested.  The existing home including the foundation is to be demolished.  

Mr. Hoffman distributed a survey showing any neighboring wells and septic systems that could potentially become an issue. Mr. Sumner stated the variances are as follows: 1) Warren Ordinance 7:9A-10.1(b)4 – Requires a hearing and approval by the Board of Health to construct a mounded system. 2)  Warren Ordinance 7P9A-5.2(h) – Prohibits construction of a disposal bed where greater than 25% rock by volume is present in soil 3) Warren Ordinance 7:9A-6.1(e) and 6.1.1(5) – Requires the septic design to be based on the permeability of the native soil.  
The existing dwelling and proposed dwelling was discussed.  The map indicated areas in which soil logs were taken for the primary and black water system per Warren code.  The new system will be built where the existing system is now, with the applicant totally removing what is there today.  The soil logs were pointed out for the primary and reserve area for the grey water system.
Mrs. Cooper noted the home is on an incline.  Mr. Hoffman stated as a result of this the grey water system will be a pump system.  Wells and septic systems on adjacent properties were discussed.  
Mr. Thomas Hooker, 196 Mount Horeb Road was sworn in by Acting Board Counsel.  He stated this property is diagonally across the street from the Dealaman Park walking trail.  The sewer does not reach that point. He received notice there are four points of code requirements this project does not meet, and that request for a variance has been made for these.  A new system is being put in, in addition to the existing system which would be above ground.  The well on the 
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Case #2 – September 12, 2007 - Continued

198 Mount Horeb Road

Block 73, Lot 9

neighboring side is his well where he gets his drinking water.  He has great concerns since the contour of the land is such that the water breaks from this property in question to his property.  He stated these code requirements are in place to protect the health and well being of the residents.  It was noted the Zoning Officer and Township Engineer would review the project with regard to drainage.  Mr. Plager explained the variances in detail. Mrs. Cooper noted the well is north of the proposed black water system.  

Mr. Zimmerman asked why the reserve area for the black water could not be used instead for the grey water.  It was Mr. Hoffman’s understanding the proposed system is what was preferred by the Board, stating he would prefer to do it the way Mr. Zimmerman described.  Mr. Plager stated the existing septic system needs to be removed, not buried.  Detailed discussion took place with regard to the location of the new system.

Mr. Hooker stated the existing home that is there is perfectly good and sound.  Mr. Hooker feels the home should be left as it is, and if the house does not suit them, they should possibly look for another home that meets their needs.  As far as putting a septic system back in the woods, many trees would have to be removed.   Mr. Hooker noted he had four code variance requests not three.  Mr. Plager noted the variances are almost purposeful.  Mr. Hooker stated he is present to express his concerns and to ask the Board to agree the home should remain as it is.  The septic system can be built in front to accommodate that home.  He feels this would make much more sense than tearing down a perfectly good house, and having to dramatically alter the terrain.  He feels if the plan is approved, the water will drain onto his property.  Mr. Plager stated we do not have the right to govern that.  
Mr. Riley disagreed.  It is his understanding the applicant must show good cause for a variance to be granted.  In the instance of tearing down a perfectly good home Mr. Riley sees no good cause to grant the variance.  Mr. Plager stated the proposed septic system is improving things.  Where the grey water is, he does not disagree because of the woods.  Mr. Riley reiterated  the applicant must show good cause to be granted a variance.  Good cause is not simply shown by an applicant coming in and saying he would simply like to increase the number of bedrooms.  Mr. Riley believes this is not good cause, it is new construction and he should not be granted a variance. Mr. Plager stated the three variances being discussed are there as place holders so that the Board can govern how select fill systems are installed.  The ordinance was changed to allow select fill.  Mr. Morlino does not agree that the applicant should be required to show good cause for building the new home. Mr. Plager requested guidance from Board Counsel.  Mr. DeLaney stated he is not prepared to give a formal legal opinion without further research.  Mr. DeLaney will have his office render a legal opinion if the Board wishes and the applicant’s counsel is welcome to participate.  Mrs. Garrison suggested the owner be present at the next meeting.  Mr. Plager stated the home meets all of the land use requirements.  The three variances requested for the septic system are purposeful.  The only issue of concern is where the second field should go and the impact on land use in that case.  Mr. Riley stated that if the ordinances are constantly varianced, there is no need to have them. Mr. Hooker is objecting the variance and Mr. Riley feels if the applicant does not show good cause, the request for variances should not be granted.
Mr. Plager noted that all of the applications received by this Board have been acted upon consistently for the same three variances.  Mr. Riley noted that in the other instances, there has been no objection, but in this case, the Board does have an objector.  Mr. Hooker stated the 
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Case #2 – September 12, 2007 - Continued

198 Mount Horeb Road

Block 73, Lot 9

primary #1 objection is the possibility of contaminating the well on his property.  Also this home was sold three years ago, and it has not been occupied since then.  He believes this home was bought with the intention of demolition, and he feels there are many people that would like to have the home as it is.  Mr. Plager stated he completely understands, but it is necessary for the Board to remain within its purview and that is why Counsel has been requested to come back with guidance on this issue.

Mr. Mariusz Idasiak of 4 Geiger Lane lives on the opposite side of the wooded area.  This project will not affect him.  He stated there is a patch of wooded area and wetlands.  If the wooded area is cut into, wildlife would be affected.  Mr. Hooker noted that area has been reduced dramatically forcing wildlife to be pushed into the small block of woods.  

Mr. Plager reiterated the Board has requested a legal opinion from counsel to give us a reading with regard to the issue of good cause.  The applicant will not have to re-notice.  Mr. Plager stated this will be rescheduled for next month’s meeting.  Mr. Plager requested that the Clerk take both of the objectors’ phone numbers to call them in the event the case is not ready to be heard.  Mr. Plager also suggested the applicant’s engineer/attorney meet with the neighbors to discuss any issues or concerns.

Motion was made by Mr. Zimmerman seconded by Mrs. Cooper to obtain a legal opinion from our Board Counsel on the issue of good cause prior to the next meeting.

Roll Call Vote:

In Favor:

Mrs. Garrison, Mr. Morlino, Dr. Sarraf, Mr. Zimmerman, Mrs. Cooper, 



Mr. Riley, Mr. Plager. 

Opposed:

None

Abstentions:

None

Case #3 – September 12, 2007

8 Hunters Trail

Block 64, Lot 11.03

Application:                     
Variance from Warren Township Septic Ordinance

Owner/Applicant:

Jack and Christina Canossa

Engineer:


Kevin Page, P.E.

Applicant proposes to construct a new septic system for the purpose of expanding the existing 3 bedroom home to a 5 bedroom dwelling.  The home is serviced by an existing well and will continue to be.  Per Mr. Sumner’s Case Summary, 6 variances are being requested.  Also, the Applicant’s engineer has agreed to provide new plans indicating any changes required by the Board, the septic tank for grey water is to be upgraded to at least 1,250 gallon capacity, and the slope of the mounds be 4 to 1 or less.  Proof of potability of well as per Private Well Testing Act should be supplied to the Board of Health.

Kevin Page, P.C., of Page Engineering Consultants, P.C. was present on behalf of the owner and was sworn in by Board Counsel.  Mr. Page stated the home is not being demolished, it is being expanded.  Mr. Jack Canossa currently lives in the home, and is present.  The home is presently a small 3 bedroom ranch, circa 1961.  The current septic design is on approximately a 20’ – 50’ bed.  The perc test indicated approximately 21 minutes per inch and it was a single bed.  In 1989 
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Case #3 – September 12, 2007 - Continued

8 Hunters Trail

Block 64, Lot 11.03

was supplemented with a larger tank and seepage pit.  Mr. Canossa is proposing to raise the roof converting the downstairs to a living area and the second floor for the bedrooms.  Mr. Sumner does not have any issues with the proposal for the site.  Mr. Page stated the wells are in the back of the home within the setbacks.  Mr. Page agreed the issues of concern expressed by Mr. Sumner will be solved.  

Mr. Richard Steinbrenner of 9 Hunters Trail was sworn in by Board Counsel.  The amount of surface runoff has drastically increased because of construction.  Extraordinary measures were taken to divert the runoff.  His well is in the front of the property and he wanted to know if this project would have any impact on his property.  Mr. Page described the swales as depicted on the map.  Because of the culvert, it is not possible for this property to have sewers.  Mr. Page 

stated nothing done on this property will impact the neighbors. The variances being requested were presented by Mr. Page.  Mr. Plager noted the variances and design are realistic.  Mr. Page clarified this is not a failing septic system, but they are building a new one to accommodate enlargement of the home and considering the fact the system was built in 1961.
On motion of Mrs. Cooper, second of Mrs. Garrison, the application was approved as presented with resolution to be memorialized at the next meeting.
Roll Call:

In Favor:

Mrs. Garrison, Mr. Morlino, Dr. Sarraf, Mr. Zimmerman, Mrs. Cooper,




Mr. Plager

Opposed:

Mr. Riley

Abstentions:

None
Approval of Minutes:

None

Report of Employees:

Health Officer Report:

Mr. Sumner stated the schedule for flu clinics and rabies clinics are being circulated in the correspondence file.  It was noted Board members may go to any clinic in any town within the Commission.  

Mr. Sumner has begun to work on the 2008 Budget.  There will be meetings next week.  

The Commission Health Educator is moving ahead.  She will be producing a Commissionwide Newsletter, Brochures, and she is working on the website.  There was one focus group held on panflu with two more scheduled.  It was noted the Health Educator was an excellent choice.

Barbara Streker, Board Clerk had a baby girl - Emily Grace on August 27, 2007.  Brief discussion took place with regard to office coverage.
Nothing further has developed with the issue of Lyme Disease discussed last month.

Mr. Sumner reminded the Board the notification portion of the Septic Ordinance needs to be revised.
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Financial Reports:

Treasurer’s Report:  Receipts – July, 2007

      Receipts for Registrar:



   

  
      $  840.00

Health




           

 
                    $1,275.00
Application Fees




  

       $  700.00

Septic and Well




                                  $  660.00


   Total Health 
        

                                $3,475.00
Dogs




       

           
                   $    283.00

Cats




        

                                 $        0.00



   Total Animal                    

                               $   283.00

Grand Total Receipts  July, 2007                                                                    $3,758.00
On motion of Dr. Sarraf seconded by Mr. Riley the Receivable portion of the Treasurer’s Report for July 2007 was approved as read:

Voice Vote:

All in favor




None Opposed

Disbursements:
July, 2007

Health:


Mileage- Donna Ostman (used personal vehicle)


         $27.90

Total Health Disbursement July 2007     

                                    $27.90

Animal Control:

 State Dog Licensing Fee for July 2007                                                            $24.60 

Total Animal Control Disbursements
                                             $24.60
Total Disbursements – July 2007 
                                             $52.50
On Motion of Mrs. Cooper, seconded by Dr. Sarraf, the July 2007 Treasurer’s Report was approved as read:

Roll Call Vote:

In Favor:

Mrs. Garrison, Mr. Morlino, Dr. Sarraf, Mr. Zimmerman, Mrs. Cooper,




Mr. Riley, Mr. Plager

Opposed:

None
Treasurer’s Report:  Receipts – August 2007

      Receipts for Registrar:



   

  
     $  822.00

Health




           

 
                   $  186.25
Application Fees




  

      $  175.00

Septic and Well




                                 $  390.00


   Total Health 
        

                               $1,573.25
Dogs




       

           
                  $    146.00

Cats




        

                                $        0.00



   Total Animal                    

                              $   146.00

Grand Total Receipts  August 2007                                                               $1,719.25
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Treasurer’s Report Continued:

On motion of Mrs. Cooper, seconded by Dr. Sarraf, the Receivable portion of the Treasurer’s Report for August 2007 was approved as read:

Voice Vote:

All in Favor, None Opposed
Disbursements:
August 2007

Health:

    Publication of Board of Health Meeting and Ordinance

  $     41.25                        
     NJ Statutes Update





                $    64.00

Total Health Disbursements – August 2007

               $ 105.25


Animal Control:

     State Dog Licensing Fee for August 2007                                              $     24.00 

Total Animal Control Disbursements
                                         $    24.00
Total Disbursements – August 2007 
                                         $   129.25

On motion of Mrs. Cooper, second of Mr. Zimmerman, the Treasurer’s Report for August, 2007 was approved as read:

Roll Call Vote:

In Favor:

Mrs. Garrison, Mr. Morlino, Dr. Sarraf, Mr. Zimmerman, Mrs. Cooper,




Mr. Riley, Mr. Plager.

Opposed:

None

Abstentions:

None

Ordinance 2007-02 Board of Health Septic Ordinance – 2nd & Final Reading:

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A CODE TO GOVERN THE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF INDIVIDUAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, THE ISSUANCE OF LICENSES AND PERMITS AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREOF”
Mr. Sumner stated this is the ordinance presented and approved on July 18, 2007.  It has been published.  Upon approval this evening, it will become law and will allow any application for a septic system that is malfunctioning to be approved administratively by the Health Department. Mr. Sumner stated there are malfunctioning septic systems in this town that are malfunctioning for 4 plus months because they can’t get into the Board to be acted upon.  The Health Officer can approve these applications in 2 weeks and have the public health issues corrected sooner.  
Motion was made by Mr. Morlino, seconded by Mrs. Cooper to adopt Ordinance 2007-02 as read by title for second reading:

Roll Call:

In Favor:

Mrs. Garrison, Mr. Morlino, Dr. Sarraf, Mr. Zimmerman, Mrs. Cooper,




Mr. Riley, Mr. Plager.

Opposed:

None

Abstentions:

None

Ordinance 2007-03 Board of Health Advanced Septic System Ordinance – 1st Reading:

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A CODE TO GOVERN THE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF INDIVIDUAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, THE ISSUANCE OF LICENSES AND PERMITS AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF”
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Ordinance 2007-03 Board of Health Advanced Septic System Ordinance – 1st Reading - Continued:

Mr. Plager recused himself for this portion of the meeting.  Mrs. Garrison, Secretary/Treasurer assumed the responsibilities of the President for this portion of the meeting.
Mr. Sumner prepared the rough draft and after consultation with Board Counsel, changes were made.  This is an ordinance that is not specifically required for the systems Mr. Parker discussed earlier. It would only be mandatory for expansion of a home, or new construction as required by the State.  Mr. Sumner stated the ordinance would allow us to control new technologies and monitor how they are maintained.  The primary intent of the ordinance is to require the manufacturer and property owner to be responsible for this technology.  It requires licensing of that technology so that we will have a database in place; it requires annual reporting of that technology, so we will know the status of the system with regard to maintenance, replacement of a peat system, etc. Mr. Sumner reviewed the changes in the revised ordinance as compared to the draft ordinance previously sent to Board members.  

Ordinance 2007-03 Board of Health Advanced Septic System Ordinance – 1st Reading:

If the resident has a failed system, but they can meet the general requirements of the ordinance could they use the advanced technology because they prefer to?  Also Mr. Riley asked if there are licensing and inspection fees for this system why wouldn’t there be the same for regular subsurface septic systems.  Mr. Sumner felt this is the first step toward that.  The State has strongly encouraged licensure and maintenance programs mandated.  It is extremely labor intensive and it takes a long time to get the community to comply.  Further discussion took place
with regard to whether the homeowner should be responsible to submitting the yearly report as opposed to the manufacturer.  The other question that was raised was if tenants should be held responsible.  It was generally agreed it should be the property owner’s responsibility.  The ordinance requires the homeowner to receive copies of the manufacturer’s manual as well as local requirements.  It was noted there will be deed restrictions on the properties that have the advanced technology.
Motion was made by Mrs. Cooper, seconded by Dr. Sarraf to adopt Ordinance 2007-03 – 1st reading.

Roll Call:




In Favor:


Mrs. Garrison, Mr. Morlino, Dr. Sarraf, Mr. Zimmerman, Mrs.





Cooper, Mr. Riley.

Opposed:


None

Old Business:

With regard to the special meeting to be held  for the Patton case, Mr. Sumner reported the DEP inspected the site and told Mr. Sumner everything was fine.  Mr. Sumner called requesting a letter of findings, and was told it was requested they go to review the site again.  This was done and a letter was issued there are no watercourses on the site and no restrictions.  The letter has been given to both attorneys.  It was generally agreed the next special meeting with regard to this case will be scheduled for October 16, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.
New Business:
None

Adjournment:
There being no further business to come before the Board on Motion of Mrs. Garrison second of Mrs. Cooper, the meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  All in favor.








Respectfully submitted,









Anne Lane, Acting Clerk









Board of Health
