MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 30, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, August 30, 2007 at 6:35 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and August 16, 2007 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola




Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. Salvato

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – Interview Police Officer and Police Personnel Matters

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:35 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:25 p.m. 

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. Garafola read a Proclamation recognizing Ovarian Cancer Month.

A $200,000 check was presented to the Township by the Watchung Hills Lacrosse Association, Watchung Hills Soccer Association and the Friends of Watchung Hills Lacrosse and Soccer Association.  The check represented a contribution towards the construction of a turf field at the East County Reserve.

On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2007-172 entitled “APPOINTING CAROLYN SCANNELLI AS DEPUTY TOWNSHIP CLERK” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Scannelli.

Mr. Plager read the title of Ordinance No. 07-41:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $375,000.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION
AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND
Mr. Plager stated that pursuant to Section 2-35.1 of the Township General Ordinances, the public hearing on this ordinance must be held 
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at lease 45 days prior to considering adoption on this ordinance, which will be at the October 18, 2007 meeting.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Public Hearing on this ordinance.  Mr. Vetter, Mountain Avenue, requested that future funding could be utilized as open space only purchases, as opposed to the construction of a turf field, which will be funded in part by this ordinance.

Mayor Sordillo closed the Public Hearing on this ordinance.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-43 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER III ENTITLED “GENERAL POLICE REGULATIONS” (SECTION 3-16 ENTITLED “EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-43 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-44 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $340,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF FIRE PUMPER FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $320,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-44 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-45 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION 8-2.1 OF SECTION 8-2 ENTITLED “FEES” OF CHAPTER VIII ENTITLED “BUILDINGS AND HOUSING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO REVISE THE CURRENT FEE SCHEDULE
Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-45 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-46 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER XVI (16) ENTITLED “ZONING” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN TOWNSHIP BY AMENDING SECTION 16-2.1 BY AMENDING CR-130/65 TITLE, ADDING NEW R-40 DISTRICT AND DELETING REFERENCE TO CLUSTER IN CR-130/65 DISTRICT.

Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-46 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-47 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE AUTHORITY OF VERIZON NEW JERSEY INC., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS TO USE THE VARIOUS PUBLIC STREETS, ROADS, AVENUES AND HIGHWAYS, AND PARTS THEREOF, (TO INCUDE RIGHT-OF-WAY AREAS ADJOINING 
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THE SAME), IN THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, ON, ABOVE, AND BELOW THE SURFACE THEREOF FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF ITS LOCAL AND THROUGH LINES AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSACTION OF ITS BUSINESS AND PRESCRIBING THE CONDITIONS THEREOF.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-47 was adopted.  The roll call vote was as follows:

Mr. DiNardo


Aye

Mr. Plager


Aye

Mrs. Garafola

Nay

Mayor Sordillo

Aye

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-48 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-48 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-49 by title for second reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-49 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-50 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  Mr. Vetter, Mountain Avenue, asked why the residents were not notified.
Ms. DiRocco explained that this ordinance was published in full in the Echoes Sentinel.  Mr. Vetter spoke of hydrology studies.  Mrs. Garafola agreed that these studies should be performed.  Mr. Vetter stated that of the 13 lots this ordinance will affect, only 4 lots are owned by private residents.  He pointed out that there is a lone lot that was not included.  Mrs. Garafola suggested that he address this with Mr. Chadwick.

Mayor Sordillo closed the public hearing on this ordinance.
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 

07-50 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-51 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 

07-51 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-52 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-52 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-53 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 

07-53 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-54 by title for second reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “ZONING,” SECTION 16-3 ENTITLED “OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATION”
Mrs. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on August 13, 2007, the Board determined that this ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Sordillo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-54 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, the Regular and Executive session minutes of July 19, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola stated that the water has a fish smell.  The Board of Health will test the water.
Mrs. Garafola stated that the Community Garden produce was donated to families in need in Somerset County.  She suggested helping families in the Township.

Mayor Sordillo asked the status of the donation of the OEM vehicle to Red Cross.  Mr. Krane stated that he is working with Red Cross.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Farrell, 95 Stirling Road addressed the issue of Frontage Road being changed to Gray’s Lane.  He asked that his address remain the same.  Mr. Krane informed him that his address would not change.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-173 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-173 is appended to the official minutes.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-55 by title for first reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-51 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 122 Mount Bethel Road.”
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-55 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-56 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-54 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 7 MOUNT BETHEL ROAD.”

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-56 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-57 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-53 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 10 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD.”

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 07-57 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-58 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-52 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 45 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD.”

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-58 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 07-59 by title for first reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-56 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR 8 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD.”

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-59 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-60 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE NAMING OF A RIGHT-OF-WAY FORMERLY KNOWN AS FRONTAGE ROAD TO GRAY’S LANE

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 07-60 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 07-61 by title for first reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 02-38 FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY ON OCTOBER 3, 2002, AS AMENDED
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement was received as of this date and will be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for endorsement.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 07-61 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-174 through No. 2007-191, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-174 through No. 2007-191 are appended to the official minutes.
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Mr. Krane noted that Verizon will attend an upcoming meeting to give a presentation regarding the installation of FIOS.
Mr. Krane spoke about the construction of sidewalks from the Promenade to North Road and stated that the right of way is not wide enough on the north side of the street.  Mrs. Garafola stated that it would have to be accomplished without any cost to taxpayers.  Mr. Plager suggested approaching Hovnanian and Bardy Farms to discuss the possibility of a walkway through those properties to North Road.  Mayor Sordillo stated that there would be a potential liability, as people will walk on Washington Valley Road and this would be dangerous.  
Mr. Krane noted that Engineering personnel are attending seminars relative to the 2010 census.

The flood damage prevention ordinance will be introduced at the next meeting.

The governing body will review the Historic Sites Committee report.

Mr. Krane stated that the Township must participate in the County Wastewater Management Plan Committee. The appointments to this Committee will comprise of the Sewerage Authority Engineer, Township Engineer, a governing body member and a Planning Board member.
Mr. Krane informed the Committee that the structure on 8 Old Stirling Road will be demolished due to the dilapidated condition of same.  An outside firm or municipal staff will be utilized.

The governing body approved the Recreation Commission by-laws.

Chief McGowan explained the proposed amendments to the Fire Department ordinance.  The ordinance will be introduced at the next meeting.
The governing body agreed to the budget goals and objectives for 2008.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mr. Vetter, Mountain Avenue, requested DPW to trim the Glenhurst property.  The governing body will consider.  Mr. DiNardo will interface with Mr. Buro, DPW Superintendent.
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Mrs. Winter, Recreation Commission member thanked the governing body and Mr. Krane for assisting with the by-laws.
The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:36 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

