MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 27, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Wednesday, August 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on August 5, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Absent:

Mayor DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney




Lisa Fittapaldi, Special Counsel
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations – Teamsters and PBA labor contracts 

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:02 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:30 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of July 17, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager reported on a meeting that he and Mrs. Garafola attended at the County regarding COAH.  He expressed his concern and commented that the Cross Acceptance Program was a good method of planning development across the County.  Mrs. Garafola stated that it was a difficult meeting and that the COAH formula did not take into consideration areas that do not have sewers, open space lands and wetlands.  The numbers are wrong and recounted in areas where they should not have been considered.  A plan must be submitted by December to COAH.  This will be further discussed and the plan will be carefully drafted.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2008-193, entitled “APPOINTING RUSSELL KINGSLAND TO POLICE LIEUTENANT” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2008-193 is appended to the official minutes.

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Lieutenant Kingsland.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2008-194, entitled “APPOINTING ALBERT SAUM TO POLICE SERGEANT” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-194 is appended to the official minutes.

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Sergeant Saum.

Mrs. Garafola stated that Mr. Chadwick will attend the September 25th meeting to speak about senior housing.  Mr. Sordillo noted that there was an article that listed statistics on senior citizens.  Ninety percent of persons that are 65 – 75 years of age really want to stay in their homes.
Mr. Plager noted that he met with Mr. Armstrong, who is affiliated with Continued Hope which is an organization that provides homes for homeless veterans.  He brought up the possibility of Warren donating land for this purpose.  The governing body was receptive.  Mr. Armstrong will be invited to an upcoming meeting to address the governing body.

Mrs. Garafola opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked for an explanation of Ordinance No. 08-18 regarding regulating yard waste.  Mr. Krane explained that the Township was cited from the State for not having leaf pick-up.  The Township will now pass an ordinance that will not allow residents to dump leaves in the street or in streams.  This will prevent storm drains from becoming clogged.
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Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-192 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-192 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-17 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, RENAMING SECTION 7 
ENTITLED “HEALTH BENEFITS” AS “HEALTH BENEFITS, RETIREMENT 
PLANS & LIFE INSURANCE”, AND AMENDING SECTION 7 TO INCLUDE 
ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS, INCLUDING MANDATORY LANGUAGE 
REGARDING THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-17 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-18 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF 
THE 
TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO CREATE NEW SECTION 3-25 ENTITLED 
“YARD WASTE.”
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-18 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-195
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER GALLAGHER

2008-196 
AWARD OF CONTRACT – PURCHASE OF 2009 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN SUV TO HERTRICH FLEET SERVICES, INC.
2008-197  
AWARD OF CONTRACT – PURCHASE OF FOUR WHEEL DRIVE WHEEL LOADER TRUCK TO POWERCO., INC.
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2008-198
RELEASING PERFORMANCE BOND – PINNACLE @ WARREN BL 85, LOTS13 & 14.05
2008-199
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - STREET OPENING PERMIT 
#2008-08
2008-200
AUTHORIZING DEER MANAGEMENT HUNT ON CERTAIN TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES
2008-201
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN 
THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS TO THE YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION IN THE SUM OF $4,499.00

2008-202
EXTENTION OF CONTRACT FOR ELECTRICAL SERVICES TO AMPERE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
2008-203 
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO ECI, INC SOIL 
REMEDIATION
2008-204 
AUTHORIZING PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE ROAD MATERIALS THROUGH SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING SYSTEM
2008-205 AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF THE CONTRACT FOR SNOWPLOWING SERVICES TO PREDATOR TREE SERVICES, LLC. 

2008-206
SUPPORTING THE MAYORS WELLNESS CAMPAIGN
2008-207
NAMING OF EAST COUNTY RESERVE PROPERTY AND WATCHUNG HILLS POP WARNER TURF FIELD
2008-208
WAIVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR A RECLAMATION PLAN AT DOCK WATCH QUARRY

2008-209
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE 
POCKET LICENSE - VERDIS INC.
2008-210
REQUESTING NJDEP TO ADOPT FEDERAL NOISE REGULATIONS FOR INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS
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2008-211
AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF CONTRACT WITH                              SOMERSET COUNTY BUS SERVICE TO SENIOR 


CITIZENS
Resolutions No. 2008-195 through 2008-211 are appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Krane reported that the road overlay project has been completed.

Mr. Krane stated that analog customers will have to reach out to Cablevision to obtain a box.  The new box will allow them to view the local access channel as well.

 Mr. Krane gave an overview on the Harris subdivision issue relating to a proposed water line crossing over wetlands within a Township owned right of way on 7th Street.  The Township originally refused to sign off on the NJ DEP Wetlands permit application, which was submitted to NJDEP without the Township’s knowledge.  The Township then objected in writing to NJDEP and also to the consulting Engineer.  Mr. Murray, attorney for Mr. Harris, stated that consulting Engineer was advised that the Township did not have to sign the application.  He also explained that Mr. Harris is trying to sell the existing home on the lot and the other lot is vacant and would be utilized by Mr. Harris.  Mr. Harris stated that it has been a long process developing his property.

Mr. Belardo, summarized the issue by stating that the line would run through wetlands on Township owned property.  The Township has a right to object.  The majority of the governing body stated their objection.  The issue is closed.
Mr. Krane stated that the Mount Bethel Meeting house roof must be replaced.  The Township can utilize funds from the Open Space Historic Sites Trust fund.  The governing body agreed.

Mr. Belardo will prepare an ordinance for the regulation of massage therapy businesses.

The request for a dog at Township owned property known as 204 Mountain Avenue was denied.

Deputy Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked about the timing of traffic lights on off peak hours.  Chief Leffert stated that the lights cannot be timed.
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The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Litigation – 198 Mountain Avenue and A. Ceccato

Personnel – E. Hermann and D. Corsilli

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:26 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:10 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

