MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JULY 23, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, June 25, 2009 at 6:12 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
and July 14, 2009 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Salvato
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Garafola presented a Certificate of Recognition to Ernie Cottrill.  Mr. Cottrill was named a Seeds of Hope honoree by New Jersey Monthly magazine.
Mr. DiNardo presented a Certificate of Recognition to Aline Rhonie Hofheimer’s family in celebration of her lifelong accomplishments.
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Resident Laura Mandel spoke about the Green Day Festival to be held on October 18th at the High School.
Mr. DiNardo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Litigation – Ceccato vs. Warren Township
Attorney Client Privilege/Pending Litigation – American Properties

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:37 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:26 p.m. 

Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner, spoke about the Green Acres Open Space Plan.  The Plan has not been updated in five years.  He distributed the inventory map to the governing body identifying all the open space parcels.  This Plan will be filed with the Planning Board for inclusion in the Master Plan.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-18 by title for adoption and read the following:
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $520,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $494,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Mr. Plager stated that the public hearing on this ordinance was held at the governing body meeting on June 25, 2009.  The adoption on this ordinance was tabled at that time due to the requirement of a vote of 2/3 majority of the governing body, which was not present at that time.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-18 was removed from the table to consider adoption.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-18 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Special Session Minutes of June 16, 2009 and the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of June  25, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-176 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-176 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-177
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLE WITH JUNK TITLE

2009-178 
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – KINDERCARE LEARNING 

CENTER

2009-179
AUTHORIZING ENDORSEMENT FOR CANCELLATION OF 


TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB MORTGAGE
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2009-180
CONFIRMING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS AND LIEN REDEMPTIONS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $958,257.73
2009-181
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF YEAR 2010 PROPOSAL WITH 


SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 


FOR MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE ACTIVITIES
2009-182
EXTEND THIRD QUARTER TAXES GRACE PERIOD TO 



SEPTEMBER 11, 2009

2009-183
AUTHORIZING 2009 WARREN TOWNSHIP CAR SHOW

2009-184
CANCELLING TAXES FOR TOTALLY DISABLED VETERAN IN THE 

SUM OF $2,262.52
2009-185
AUTHORIZING CONTRACT RENEWAL WITH THE


COUNTY OF SOMERSET DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION

2009-186
SUPPORTING SENATE BILL A-3128 AND S-155 - THE JESSICA 


LUNSFORD ACT 
2009-187
AWARD OF CONTRACT LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER
2009-188 
AWARD OF CONTRACT - LICENSED MEDICAL DOCTOR

2009-189
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR 


LICENSE

2009-190
AUTHORIZING FILING OF YOUTH ATHLETIC AND RECREATION 

GRANT APPLICATION TO SOMERSET COUNTY
2009-191
SUPPORTING OVER THE LIMIT UNDER ARREST 

 

2009 STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN 
2009-192
AUTHORIZING SALARY FOR TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEE
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Resolutions No. 2009-177 through No. 2009-192 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to pay the Somerset County Business Partnership shared services fee.

The Somerset County Business Partnership will attend the August 20th meeting to give an update on road projects and the economic tool kit program.

The Somerset County Community Action Program has requested that the Township nominate board members to serve on the program.  The governing body will further consider.

Mr. Lehrer spoke about the placement of clothing bins in the Township.  The State has a sample ordinance.  The Mayor expressed concern that the bins could be unsightly.  The governing body will review the sample and consider.

Mr. Krane stated that he reviewed the Cemetery property in response to the request that the Township obtain the upper portion.  Mr. Lehrer stated that there must be a formal certification from the State and that the property would have to be sub-divided.   The Public Works Department would maintain the property and a commission would have to be formed to restore the tombstones.  The governing body will consider all options, which may include leasing and maintaining at a cost.
The governing body agreed to the proposed list of road overlays and drainage projects.

The governing body agreed to amend a conservation easement on property known as Block 59, lot 17.03 and 17.04.  Mr. Lehrer will draft

the required ordinance and documents.

Mr. Krane spoke of a request by Blue Ridge Hunt Club to add the Quarry property to the list of properties the Township approves for the annual organized hunt.  Mr. Plager expressed concern.  The governing body agreed to request that the County would allow bow hunting only.

The governing body agreed to release the COAH trust fund fees to CPNJ and Cooperative Housing.
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Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Pat Ryan, 102 Hillcrest Road, reiterated an issue with her next door neighbor at 108 Hillcrest Road regarding the pig wallow close to her property, the number of horses, health issues, and insects.  She cited reckless indecency.    She stated that she is very upset and frustrated and again asked the governing body for assistance.  Mr. Lehrer informed her that the Township can ask the County Agriculture Board to intervene.  Mr. Krane stated that Mr. Lehrer is investigating the issue and is the lead person.
Mrs. Washkau, 110 Hillcrest Road, informed the governing body that 
there are too many horses on the farm at 108 Hillcrest Road.  A neighbor at 111 Hillcrest Road boards his horses there too.  The smell from the farm is terrible.

Mr. Breen, owner of Camp River Bend, which is east of the farm presented pictures of dead animals found on his property.  He removes these dead animals before any children see them. He also has a drainage problem now.

Mr. Washkau, 110 Hillcrest Road, praised Mr. Salvato for all his help that has spanned over many years.  He said that he is a gentleman and a good man.  He stated that every property owner deserves quiet enjoyment.  The house being built on the farm property has ceased construction; however, outer buildings to house animals are being built.

John, residing at 102 Hillcrest Road, stated that many farm owners would not put pig wallows close to their neighbor’s property.  He presented a dead rat (in a closed container) that he picked up at the property.  They cannot use the yard.  There are flies and the property stinks.
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, asked to review the road overlay list.
Mr. Almeida, owner of the farm at 108 Hillcrest Road and currently residing in Stirling, stated that he is not the kind of person that causes problems.  He came to America 22 years ago and he demands respect.  When he purchased the property 6 years ago, the neighbors at 102 started calling the Township.  He would have preferred that they 
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address their concerns with him.  He has been insulted and cursed at.
Neighbors at 110 asked him to move the roosters and he did.  He feels 

harassed.   Mayor Garafola asked if he would be willing to sit down with the neighbors through a mediation process, which is available through the Township.  Mr. Sordillo stated that the governing body is fair and if Mr. Almeida is being harassed, it is not right.  Mr. Almeida agreed to meet with his neighbors through a mediation process.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations -  Lease of Township  Property  Block 6, Lot 2,                                                                                  3.01-3.06, 4&5;
Attorney Client Privilege – Watchung Regional H.S.
Personnel – C. Scannelli, credit municipal service

Litigation – Gage vs. Warren Township

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:10 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:40 p.m. 
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

