MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JULY 17, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, July 17, 2008 at 5:40 p.m. at 52 Mount Horeb Road, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and July 10, 2008 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

The governing body walked the Township owned property, formerly the Alliance Bible Church, including the church building and the houses on the property.  The general consensus for use of this property was to consider a “multi function center”.  There also was discussion relative to selling the houses on the property.
At 6:10 p.m. the governing body convened to the Municipal Complex, in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room for a recess.
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The governing body reconvened to Public Session at 7:11 p.m.

Mayor DiNardo read a proclamation regarding Ovarian Cancer Month.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-13 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT FOR POLICE AID WITH CHATHAM TOWNSHIP AND AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR OFF-DUTY POLICE EMPLOYMENT WITH VARIOUS NEIGHBORING MUNICIPALITIES.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-13 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-14 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN TOWNSHIP, CHAPTER VIII 
ENTITLED "BUILDING AND HOUSING," TO REMOVE SECTION 8-9 
ENTITLED “Real Estate Taxes and Assessments for Local 
Improvements to Be Current Before the Issuance of 
Construction Permit”.


Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 08-14 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 08-15 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER XV ENTITLED "LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT" OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
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WARREN, 
WITH REGARD TO THE PROVISIONS FOR THE REQUIRED ESCROW DEPOSITS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FILING OF LAND USE APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS BEFORE THE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARDS AND COMMITTEES.
Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on June 23, 2008, the Planning Board reviewed this ordinance and recommended a decrease in the required escrow fee amount from $6,000.00 to $3,000.00 for 1-3 lots, specifically in Section 15-5.3 (a) (3) Residential.  The governing body discussed and agreed to amend the ordinance to reflect the required escrow fee amount to $4,000.00.
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-15 was adopted, as amended.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 08-16 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF

SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,  AMENDING, REVISING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

WARREN, CHAPTER XV, “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND

DEVELOPMENT”, SECTION 15-5 “FEES”, SUBSECTION 15-5.4 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES”.

Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on June 23, 2008, the Planning Board reviewed this ordinance and determined that the ordinance was not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mr. Belardo stated that the Governor signed a bill into law only requiring developers of non-residential development to pay a fee of 2.5%.  Ordinance 08-16 states the fee to be 3%.  The ordinance must be amended to comply with the law. 

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-16 was adopted, as amended.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Belardo stated that Ordinance 08-16 must be sent to COAH for review and approval.  A resolution, directing the Township Clerk to forward the Ordinance, must be adopted this evening.  

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2008-190 entitled “Requesting COAH’s Review and Approval of Ordinance No. 08-16 relative to Affordable Housing Development Fees”, was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-190 is appended to the official minutes.

’s HHHH
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular session minutes of June 19, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato suggested a meeting with the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment to inform and reiterate the philosophy of the governing body as it relates to building lots, approval of subdivisions and the granting of variances.  Mrs. Garafola suggested that a letter be sent to these Boards to explain their philosophy and to follow all Zoning Ordinances.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-173 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-173 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-174
AWARD OF CONTRACT – SPECIAL COUNSEL – TAX 

APPEALS AND LABOR MATTERS

2008-175
AUTHORIZING A MASTER PUBLIC WORKS SHARED 

SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY 


AND MUNICIPALITIES IN SOMERSET COUNTY
2008-176
AUTHORIZING SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
WARREN AND BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG FOR STORM WATER AND CATCH BASIN CLEANER
2008-177
AWARD OF CONTRACT – CAMMPS HARDWARE AND LAWN PRODUCTS
2008-178
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER – ROBERT DINSMORE

2008-179
APPOINTING MARK M. KRANE AS MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON (M.H.L.) PURSUANT TO C.O.A.H. REGULATIONS
2008-180
AMENDING AND CORRECTING RESOLUTION 2008-91 REQUIRING NEW EMPLOYEES TO ENROLL IN THE DIRECT 15 PLAN OFFERED BY THE STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PLAN OR A SIMILAR PLAN

2008-181
AUTHORIZING PUBLICATION OF NOTICE TO BID ON

MOUNTAIN VIEW RD PHASE 1

2008-182
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION AND EXECUTION OF GRANT AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT- MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD PHASE III
2008-183
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF YEAR 2009 TOWNSHIP OF WARREN PROPOSAL WITH SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS’ MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE

2008-184
EXTEND THIRD QUARTER TAXES-GRACE PERIOD TO SEPTEMBER 5, 2008

2008-185
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND - TEN EIGHTEEN, LLC BLOCK 75  LOTS 4 & 5
2008-186
GRANTING FIBERTECH NETWORKS LLC A RIGHT-OF-WAY TO 
OPERATE ITS TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM
2008-187
REQUESTING SCENIC BYWAY DESIGNATION OF INTERSTATE 78 THROUGH THE ENTIRETY OF WARRENTOWNSHIP IN SOMERSET COUNTY

2008-188
AWARD OF CONTRACT – MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD 


IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE I
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Resolutions No. 2008-174 through No. 2008-188 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2008-189, entitled “Authorizing Execution of Towing Service Agreements” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Resolution No. 2008-189 is appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to a fourth co-location on the cell tower at 198 Mountain Avenue.

Mr. Krane noted that the Township has received a $500 domestic violence training grant.  He commended Officer Saum for his efforts.

The issue of green acres project funding was discussed.  Mr. Krane stated that the Township utilizes Planning Incentive grants for land purchases.  Mr. Plager recommended buying parcels and to give life rights.  By doing this, the use of the property could never change.
Mr. Belardo informed the governing body that the Appellate Division ruled that municipalities may only require on-site open space set asides from developers of Planned Unit Developments.  The opinion also held that municipalities had no authority to require payments in lieu of such set asides from developers.

Mr. Krane reported that the County is in favor to allow hunting on their property which adjoins the Michellar property.  Mr. Plager expressed concern and opined that there is not an abundance of deer in that area.  Bow hunting will be allowed on Timber Ridge Drive and Stoningham Lane.
The governing body will further consider a request from a resident to pass a resolution, as Watchung has done, regarding trucks utilizing unmuffled engine braking on Route 78.

Mr. Krane stated that assessment commissioners need to be appointed to assess the Hill Hollow project.  The process must be started in the fall.  The governing body will consider three individuals.
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Mr. Krane reported on a meeting with N.J. Transit regarding the capability of a park and ride in Warren; however, it was learned that Lakeland Bus Company is the carrier for the area. 

Mr. Plager  reported that Florescent bulbs can be disposed of at Home Depot.  These bulbs contain mercury and should not be disposed of in regular trash receptacles.
Mrs. Garafola referred to a complaint from a resident concerning properties on Livingston Road.  Mr. Mullin , Zoning officer, investigated the matter and informed all appropriate municipal departments.  She thanked Mr. Mullin and Mr. Krane for a job well done. 
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Costagno, Primrose Way, spoke of an issue with the Warren Baseball Association concerning financial records that he has requested repeatedly.  He stated that his son is being blackballed. 
Mr. Sordillo stated that there have been issues with the Association in the past and that records were sent to the Recreation Commission.

The Township Attorney will research and Mr. Krane will report back to the governing body.

Mr. Plager noted that resident Jane Asch, OEM, has received a certificate of appreciation from the State.  He commended Jane.

Mrs. Grossweiler commented that the senior housing survey sent to residents was too vague and that the seniors should have been asked for their input.
Mrs. Dowds, Wychwood Way, asked if the Alliance Bible Church property is being considered as a recreation center.  Mr. Sordillo stated that it will be a multi function facility.  The governing body will further discuss.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, was present when the governing body walked the Church property and stated his concern over the poor condition of the building, the size and the potential high cost to maintain.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.
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Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –  DPW and PBA labor contracts 

Potential Land Acquisition – Block 49, Lot 3
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:50 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:30 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

