MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

JUNE 19, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, June 19, 2008 at 7:05 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular session minutes of May 29, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola reported on a meeting held with the Recreation Commission and residents from the neighborhood where the Community Firefighters Park was proposed.  There are NJDEP issues concerning the area.  Other locations will be researched.  
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Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-151 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-151 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-13 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT FOR POLICE AID WITH CHATHAM TOWNSHIP, AND AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR OFF-DUTY POLICE EMPLOYMENT WITH VARIOUS NEIGHBORING MUNICIPALITIES.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 08-13 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 08-14 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF WARREN TOWNSHIP, CHAPTER VIII ENTITLED "BUILDING AND HOUSING," TO REMOVE SECTION 8-9 ENTITLED “Real Estate Taxes and Assessments for Local Improvements to Be Current Before the Issuance of Construction Permit”
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-14 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-15 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER XV ENTITLED "LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT" OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, 
WITH REGARD TO THE PROVISIONS FOR THE REQUIRED ESCROW DEPOSITS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FILING OF LAND USE APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS BEFORE THE TOWNSHIP LAND USE BOARDS AND COMMITTEES.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-15 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 08-16 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF

SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,  AMENDING, REVISING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

WARREN, CHAPTER XV, “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND

DEVELOPMENT”, SECTION 15-5 “FEES”, SUBSECTION 15-5.4 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES”

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-16 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-152
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LIQUOR LICENSE

2008-153
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSES
2008-154
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSES - CLUB

2008-155
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE - POCKET LICENSE - SCHWAEBISCHE ALB CORP.
2008-156
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE - POCKET LICENSE - JCM CONTRACTORS.
2008-157  
AWARD OF CONTRACT – 2008 STREETS OVERLAY THROUGH MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL TO 

SCHIFANO CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
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2008-158 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND TOWNSHIP CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR ANIMAL CONTROL AND KENNEL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 2008

2008-159  
AMENDING SECTION 7 OF THE PERSONNEL POLICY RELATIVE TO HEALTH BENEFITS

2008-160  
ESTABLISHING CONTRIBUTIONS FOR HEALTH NSURANCE
COVERAGE FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES

2008-161  
AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICY TO MATCH ORDINANCE NO. 07-66 REGARDING OVERTIME

2008-162
AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF FIREWORKS PERMIT – 2008 WARREN EXPO
2008-163
AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE “SEVEN TOWN GROUP” TO OPPOSE THIRD ROUND RULES ADOPTED BY COAH

2008-164
APPROVING CONTRIBUTION TO THE LEAGUE OF 

MUNICIPALTIES TO CHALLENGE COAH 3RD ROUND 

REGULATIONS 

2008-165 
AUTHORIZING FILING OF YOUTH ATHLETIC AND RECREATION FACILITY GRANT APPLICATION TO SOMERSET COUNTY
2008-166
AWARD OF CONTRACT - 2008 FORD SUPER DUTY FOUR WHEEL DRIVE PURSUANT TO STATE CONTRACT A#71012

2008-167
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 - HILL HOLLOW SEWER
PROJECT – DULAINE CONTRACTING, INC.
2008-168
URGING STATE LEGISLATORS TO PASS SENATE BILL1236 “JANET’S LAW” 

2008-169
OPPOSING ASSEMBLY BILL A-500
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2008-170
AWARD OF CONTRACT – FIRE SUBCODE THIRD PARTY INSPECTION SERVICES – EIC INSPECTION AGENCY INC. 

2008-171
AUTHORIZING STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT RELATIVE TO TAX APPEAL – BLOCK 2, LOT 2.01

2008-172
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LIQUOR LICENSE - HOTEL/MOTEL EXCEPTION

Resolutions No. 2008-152 through No. 2008-172 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Salvato brought up the issue of COAH credits and commented that when the Township approves commercial buildings, it is required to increase COAH units.  Mrs. Garafola stated that the Township had to add 10 additional units due to the Morris Union Jointure Commission school.
Mr. Chadwick gave an overview on new COAH regulation obligations.  The unit projection and requirements are appended to the official minutes.  Mr. Chadwick spoke of the process to appeal the number of units required by COAH for future projections.  There was an error in job projections due to double counting by COAH.  The Township will fight the growth projection, which equates to the number of new homes.
Mr. Belardo stated that COAH looks at vacant land and do not take into consideration the fact that not all of the land can be built upon or the requirements of acreage size to build a home.
Mr. Chadwick will attend an upcoming meeting to further discuss strategy.  Mr. Krane stated that the governing body and the Planning Board need to discuss the COAH plan that must be submitted by December 31st.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, Poonan Aliagh and Geraldine Fischer were appointed as Alternates to the Recreation Commission.  The voice vote was unanimous.

Mr. Krane spoke of the request from Fibretech for a right of way to install a fibre optic network along existing utility poles.  This installation would benefit commercial businesses.  The governing body agreed.  Mr. Belardo will prepare the necessary consent resolution.
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The house lease at 198 Mountain Avenue will be extended for a 30 day period.

The governing body discussed the issue to billboards being allowed along Route 78.  If the Township receives a “Scenic Byway” designation from NJDOT, billboards would not be allowed.  A resolution requesting the designation will be prepared for the next meeting. 

Mayor DiNardo commended the Sewerage Authority on the research on the Manor Drive and William Penn Pumping Stations.  The governing body agreed to support the repair work at these Stations.
Mrs. Garafola commended Mr. Strauss, Chair of the Authority for a job well done.

Mr. Krane spoke of the issue at 15 Kensington Court regarding soil that was placed within the conservation easement.  There was a violation issued through NJDEP due to the wetlands disturbance and a soil movement violation issued by the Township.  NJDEP indicated that the fill and improvements, which consisted of seeding, grading and a fence in the wetlands transition area, might be able to remain if the resident contributed to the NJDEP wetlands mitigation fund.  The only way that the Township could allow the improvements to remain, is that the governing body would be required to modify the Conservation easement.  The governing body agreed to modify the easement.
Mr. Krane stated that Captain Ceccato will be retiring from the Police Department; however, his term as OEM Coordinator will not expire until the end of 2009.  The governing body agreed to allow Mr. Ceccato to finish that term and allow him to utilize the OEM vehicle.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, requested that the timing of traffic lights at King George Road and Washington Valley Road and Mountain View Road and Mount Bethel Road, be corrected for off rush hours.  The Chief of Police will review.

Mrs. Fontana, Mount Horeb Road asked if the Township is willing to build a Recreation Center or purchase a pool to be utilized by residents.  Mr. Sordillo informed Mrs. Fontana that a referendum question was placed on the ballot several years ago and was voted down by a margin of 2 to 1.  Mrs. Fontana commented that other towns 
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have so much more regarding recreational facilities.  Mrs. Garafola stated that taxes in those towns are much higher.  Mayor DiNardo said that he would approach the County to inquire if there could be better use of the Warrenbrook pool that would benefit Warren residents.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

