MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 29, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 29, 2008 at 7:06 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Lisa Fittapaldi, Acting Township Attorney

Boy Scout Troop #228 led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-12 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $525,000 FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD FOR AND BY 
May 29, 2008

THE 
TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $500,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-12 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of May 8, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola noted that the Fishing Derby was a great success and thanked all those who helped.

Mayor DiNardo spoke about the Office on Aging and the Handyman Program through the County.  Brochures were distributed and are available in Town Hall.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-132 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-132 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-133 
CERTIFICATION OF 2007 AUDIT
2008-134    
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS –STREET OPENING PERMITS                                                                               



May 29, 2008

2008-135
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER WILLIAM LOFTEN

2008-136
AWARD OF NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM 


WASHINGTON VALLEY ROAD BLOCK 76 LOT 2
2008-137
AWARD OF NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE TO FARM THE 



WAGNER FARM
2008-138
RELEASING INSPECTION FEES
2008-139
HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION FOR 202 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2008-140
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF HIGHWAY SAFETY
2008-141
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,500 FROM NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY’S CITIZEN CORPS
2008-142
APPROVAL OF THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF  REVENUE IN THE BUDGET RECEIVED FROM STATE OF NEW JERSEY CLEAN COMMUNITIES

2008-143
CANCELING UNEXPENDED PORTION OF AUTHORIZED DEBT IN ORDINANCE 00-31
2008-144
AWARD OF CONTRACT - PREIMER VISION CARE NETWORK

2008-145
CONSENTING TO THE PROPOSED NORTHEAST AND UPPER  RARITAN VALLEY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT (WQM) PLAN AMENDMENT  
2008-146
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT  FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL – NJ AMERICAN WATER MATTER

May 29, 2008

2008-147
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT –



TAX ASSESSMENT SERVICES 

2008-148
FILING OF COPS SECURE OUR SCHOOLS (SOS) 2008 GRANT
2008-149
AMENDMENT TO DEVELOPERS’ AGREEMENT REGARDING FOUR SEASONS AT THE PROMENADE

Resolutions No. 2008-133 through No. 2008-149 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the tennis court regulations have been revised.  It will be on a first come basis.
Mr. Krane referred to a request by Fibertech to install fibre optics on poles within the Township.  This would be strictly commercial use.  The governing body requested more data.

Mr. Krane gave an update on the Township’s financial investments.  There have been meetings to re-negotiate interest rates.
The governing body agreed to continue participation in the Municipal Grant program with the submission of a recreation grant.

Mr. Krane referred to Assembly Bill A-500 relative to COAH.  If this bill is passed, there will be significant impacts.  The governing body agreed to join a coalition through the League of Municipalities for the purpose of opposing COAH’s rules.  Mr. Krane also noted that the Township can join in with seven other municipalities along Route 78, which would also oppose the rules.  The Township will submit its required plan to COAH and then join both coalitions.  The governing body expressed great concern.  A meeting with the Township Attorney and the Township Planner will be arranged to further discuss the issue.
The governing body discussed the senior housing survey.  The survey will be more detailed with a comment section and mailed out in June.
Mr. Krane outlined a proposal for increased medical benefit contributions by non-union employees.  The amount will be based on a range of salaries.  The governing body agreed.  A resolution will be prepared for next meeting.

May 29, 2008

The governing body discussed a proposed ordinance that would require sellers of property to obtain appropriate clearance from the Construction Department confirming there are no open permits before the property is sold or rented.  The general consensus was negative.  They did consider amending the Fire Inspection ordinance to allow the inspector to report any major changes.  An ordinance will be drafted for the governing body’s review.

The governing body discussed the planned use of the Alliance Bible Church.  A review of the grounds will be made in the near future.  Mr. Salvato objected to any type of recreation center or senior center.  This will be further discussed.  

The governing body stated its support for proposed Senate bill S-1236, “Janet’s Law”.  A resolution urging Legislators to pass the bill will be prepared.
The governing body agreed to increase escrow fees for the Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustment.  The reason for the increase is solely to sufficiently cover all costs and would eliminate the need to collect additional fees on numerous occasions.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, stated that DuBois Road is in bad condition.  DPW will inspect the road.
Mrs. Fontana, Mount Horeb Road, stated that she must travel to Basking Ridge for recreation activities for her children.  The Mayor spoke about the pool at the Morris Union Jointure school.  Mr. Sordillo stated that he would like to see some type of recreation facility at the Alliance Bible Church property, which is now owned by the Township.  The Mayor also pointed out that there will be a bike lane on Mountain Boulevard and also referred to the Municipal Complex and the planned Firefighters Park.
Mr. Lakatos stated that he supports the Township’s position on affordable housing.
May 29, 2008

Mr. Campione, Mountainview Road, spoke of the poor condition of this road.  There is also water run off from land development.  The Mayor referred him to Mr. Krane and Mr. Buro.

Gail Jones, Plainfield, asked the governing body to pass the same resolution that many other Somerset County towns passed regarding the closing of Muhlenberg Hospital.  The closing of this facility would place a strain on Somerset Medical Center.  The governing body agreed to pass the sample resolution.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mrs. Garafola, Resolution No. 2008-150 regarding Muhlenberg Hospital was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-150 is appended to the official minutes. 

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

