MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 28, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 28, 2009 at 6:13 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
and May 19, 2009 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Salvato

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –  Affordable Dwellings, Somerset County Library, Somerset Hills YMCA

Potential Land Acquisition – Open space property

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 6:13 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-13 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMENDED THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER XVI, ENTITLED “THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN”, SECTION 16-6, ENTITLED “AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNIT REGULATIONS.”
Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on May 11, 2009 the Planning Board determined that Ordinance No. 09-13 is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.
Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance. No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-13 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-14 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, CHAPTER 
XV, ENTITLED “LAND USE PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, 
SECTION 15-9, ENTITLED “STREETS AND RIGHT-OF-WAY AREAS SOIL 
MOVEMENT/CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS/DRIVE-WAY CONSTRUCTION.”

Ms. DiRocco stated that this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on May 11, 2009 the Planning Board determined that Ordinance No. 09-14 is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance. No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 09-14 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Dr. Rapps, President of the Rescue Squad was present to accept a $1.00 check from the Township in consideration of the Township’s leasing of the Rescue Squad’s Rescue 1 vehicle.

Mayor Garafola gave an overview of the 2009 Municipal Budget.

The public hearing on the budget was opened.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, questioned a portion of the capital improvement budget.  Mr. Krane explained that even though that portion indicates an amount of $10,000, there is a bond ordinance in the amount of $520,000 which is a combination of many capital improvement ordinances.
The public hearing on the 2009 Budget was closed.

Mr. Krane stated that the Budget cannot be adopted this evening, as the Township is waiting for approval from the State.  Once the Township receives approval, the Budget can be adopted.  This may require a special meeting within the next few weeks.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular Session and Executive session minutes of May 7, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-128 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-128 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-17 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZES 
THE MAYOR AND TOWNSHIP CLERK TO EXECUTE THE  FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO COMMUNICATIONS SITE LEASE AGREEMENT

WITH TOWERCO ASSESTS, LLC. 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 09-17 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-18 by title for introduction and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $520,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $494,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was received this date, filled in the Township Clerk’s office and will be forwarded to the State for endorsement.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-18 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-19 by title for introduction and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-62 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 172 WashingTon valley road.”
On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 09-19 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-129
RELEASE OF MAINTENANCE BOND - DR. DONALD BYK, 



HIGHMOUNT AVENUE   BLOCK 209 LOT 3 

2009-130
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP 


VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2009-131
AWARD OF CONTRACT - ZONING OFFICER

2009-132
AWARD OF CONTRACT - TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

2009-133   
AWARD OF CONTRACT - AUDITING SERVICES

2009-134
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR

2009-135  
 AWARD OF CONTRACT - PUBLIC DEFENDER
2009-136
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION



198 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2009-137
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION



202 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
2009-138
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION 204 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
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2009-139 
AUTHORIZING RE-BID FOR MOUNT BETHEL BAPTIST

 

MEETING HOUSE ROOF
2009-140
CANCELING TAXES FOR TOTALLY DISABLED VETERAN IN THE SUM 

OF $2,013.75
2009-141
AUTHORIZING MODIFICATION OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP



PERSONNEL POICY ENTITLED “SEXUAL HARASSMENT PROHIBITED”

2009-142
AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT – TAX ASSESSMENT SERVICES
Resolutions No. 2009-129 through No. 2008-142 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager Resolution No. 2009-144 entitled “AMENDING THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution no. 2009-144 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane stated that the COAH checklist is now complete.

Mr. Krane stated that the Park and Ride survey sent to residents did not have a good response.  He said that the bus companies’ desire is to place the Park and Ride at exit 36.  The governing body requested that Mr. Krane reach out to NJDOT to report on the results of the survey and to discuss further any options.
The governing body discussed a ban on smoking at athletic fields.  Mr. Lehrer stated that this could be accomplished.  Mr. Sordillo expressed his disagreement.  The governing body will ask the Recreation Commission to discuss further.

The governing body discussed the proposed County energy audit.  The cost would be approximately $6,000.  The general consensus was to decline at this time.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, George Dealaman, Alternate # 1, Board of Adjustment was moved to a Regular member, Roberta Monahan, Alternate # 2 was moved to the Alternate # 1 
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position and Rick Hewson was appointed as a Regular member to the Board of Adjustment.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked that the Mountain Boulevard project be moved along quickly.  
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –  Watchung Borough, Somerset Hills YMCA,
Potential Land Acquisition – Open space property
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:15 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:45 p.m. 
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On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. DiNardo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

