MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 8, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 8, 2008 at 7:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Absent:

Mr. Sordillo (arrived at 7:06 p.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-08 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14
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Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-08 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 08-09 by title for second reading and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $520,000 FOR 
THE ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS EQUIPMENT FOR AND BY  THE 
TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $490,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental; Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-09 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-10 by title for second reading and read the following:
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $60,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF AN 11 FOOT RIDING MOWER  FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-10
was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 08-11 by title for second reading and read the following
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $36,000 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM  CAPITAL FUND BALANCE  TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PICKUP TRUCK WITH UTIILTY BODY FOR THE PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mrs. Garafola, Ordinance No. 08-11 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Resolution No. 2008-104 entitled “Budget Examination”, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution No. 2008-104 is appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola summarized major portions of the budget.  The budget booklet, prepared by Mr. Krane, is available for review in the Administrator’s office, as well as the budget document. 

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on the budget.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

Mr. Plager introduced Resolution No. 2008-105 entitled “Adoption of 2008 Municipal Budget:”, seconded by Mrs. Garafola and carried by unanimous roll call vote.
Resolution No. 2008-105 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular session minutes of April 17, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager reported that he attended a Green Brook Flood Control Commission meeting.

Mrs. Garafola stated that she attended a Board of Adjustment meeting and commended Mr. Reeder for conducting a well run meeting.
Mr. Salvato stated that a meeting should be set up with the Somerset County Prosecutors’ office and Warren children to speak to them about child predators.
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Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-103 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-103 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-12 by title for first reading and read the following:
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $525,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $500,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION
Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement has been filed in the Township Clerk’s office for this ordinance.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-12 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-106
AMENDING RESOLUTION 2008-87 – STREET OPENING PERMIT

2008-107
CANCELING CERTAIN TAX OVERPAYMENTS
2008-108
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLE WITH JUNK 
TITLE

2008-109
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF EMPLOYEE AGREEMENT WITH COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA

2008-110
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND - COMMERCE BANK, N.A.
BLOCK 74  LOT 5.01
2008-111
CANCELING TAXES FOR BLOCK 32 LOT 9.03

2008-112       AWARD OF CONTRACT – STREET SWEEPING
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2008-113 
RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2007
2008-114
INTERLOCAL SERVICE AGREEMENT - POLICE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES, SHERIFF’S OFFICE AND PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE

2008-115
YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION GRANT WITH SOMERSET 
COUNTY

2008-116
AUTHORIZATION AND CONSENT TO THE COLLOCATION OF COMMUNICATIONS ANTENNA ON THE TOWER AT 198 MOUNTAIN AVE BY VERIZON WIRELESS

2008-117
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 05-10

2008-118
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 06-19

2008-119 
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 07-17

2008-120
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 07-18

2008-121
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 07-20

2008-122
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 06-01

2008-123
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 04-17 & 05-13

2008-124
CANCELING UNEXPENDED BALANCE IN ORDINANCE 2000-16

2008-125
AWARD OF CONTRACT MUNICIPAL AUDITING SERVICES

2008-126
AWARD OF CONTRACT MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR
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2008-127
AWARD OF CONTRACT PUBLIC DEFENDER

2008-128
AWARD OF CONTRACT MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

2008-129
AWARD OF CONTRACT TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

2008-130
AWARD OF CONTRACT ZONING OFFICER

Resolutions No. 2008-106 through No. 2008-130 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to offer a vision plan to the employees.
The cost will be borne by the employees exclusively.

The governing body agreed to an amendment to the Developer’s Agreements relative to the Promenade at Warren.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that the County will not approve trees to be place in the planned center island on Mountain Boulevard.  Low bushes are a better option.  A water line would be required.  The Township will ask the County to pay for the water line.
The governing body agreed to join with other municipalities to fight the proposed increase in water rates by N.J. American Water Company.  The cost to join in litigation will be $5,000.

The governing body agreed to allow the offering of a flood insurance program by FEMA to residents.  There is no cost to the Township.

The governing body agreed to an interlocal agreement with Watchung for the use of a Catch Basin Cleaner.

Mr. Plager brought up the issue of public transportation and the lack thereof in Warren.  The Township could submit a grant request to NJDOT for the construction of a parking lot for commuters.

The governing body agreed to allow the naming of the Pop Warner Field.  A resolution will be prepared for an upcoming meeting.

Mr. Krane gave an update on the environmental clean up at Wagner Farm.  The request was submitted in 2006 to NJDEP.  Mr. Krane, Mr. Belardo and the Wagner Farm attorneys will have a meeting.
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The governing body agreed to summer hours for the Construction Department.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mrs. Grossweiler asked about senior housing.  Mr. Plager commented that the seniors need to be realistic.  A survey will be going out soon.  The Mayor stated that a meeting will be held to review surveys.

Mr. Lakatos spoke about the proposed water rate increase.  He stated that when people conserve, the rates will increase.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations – House Lease, 198 Mountain Avenue

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:20 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:28 p.m. 
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On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

