MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MAY 7, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, May 7, 2009 at 7:03 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Garafola presented Certificates of Appreciation to the individuals that participated in the Job Fair.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-09 by title for second reading 
and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $40,000.00 AS AN APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A DIGITAL VIDEO SYSTEM CAMERA FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-09 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-10 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $75,000.00 AS AN 
APPROPRIATION FROM  THE CAPITAL  FUND BALANCE TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE UPGRADE OF THREE 10-TON DUMP TRUCKS USED BY THE 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  
No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-10
 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 09-11 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AMOUNT OF $35,000.00 AS AN 
APPROPRIATION FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PICKUP TRUCK AND RELATED 
EQUIPMENT 

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-11 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 09-12 by title for second reading 

and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $80,000 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND 
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-12 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-15 by title for second reading 

and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $125,000 FROM THE OPEN SPACE RECREATION AND FARMLAND 
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX PLAYGROUND.

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager second of Mr. DiNardo, Ordinance No. 09-15 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 09-16 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14

Mayor Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  

No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 09-16

 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular session minutes of April 16, 2009, and the  Executive Session Minutes of March 19, 2009 and April 16, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

May 7, 2009

Ms. DiRocco gave a final report on the records management program.

Mr. Sordillo suggested that a letter be written to the Governor in opposition to cutting funding to emergency services.

The governing body agreed to summer hours for the Construction Department.  The start time will be 7:30 a.m.

Mrs. Anker, 187 Mount Horeb Road, spoke of security, safety and privacy problems next to the Dealaman Trail.  Dogs have run onto her property and cars are parked there at night with no passengers in the car.  She requested that the Township erect another fence on the other side of her property.  The governing body agreed.
Mr. Cruz, Special Counsel for the Hill Hollow sewer project, regarding the special assessment, stated that a public hearing must be scheduled.  The governing body agreed to schedule on May 28, 2009, the next Township Committee meeting.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-111 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-111 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-112
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICERS

2009-113
RELEASE INSPECTION FEE

2009-114   
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT FIRE SUBCODE THIRD PARTY INSPECTION SERVICES

2009-115 
WAIVING MEMORIAL DAY PARADE PERMIT FEE



AND AUTHORIZING A DONATION

May 7, 2009

2009-116
AMENDING 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET

2009-117 
AWARD OF CONTRACT – TATBIT CO.  ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES

2009-118 
AUTHORIZING THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO INVESTIGATE WHETHER BLOCK 79, LOT 6.01 IN THE TOWNSHIP SHOULD BE DESIGNATED AS AN AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT

2009-119
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – USLR/WARREN HI-TECH CENTER, L.P. - 141 MT. BETHEL REALTY, LLC

2009-120
AUTHORIZIES MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR  RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND REMEDIAL   REPORTS TONJDEP FOR ALLIANCE BIBLE CHURCH PROPERTY

2009-121 
AUTHORIZING 2009 BILLING RATES FOR MASTER PUBLIC WORKS SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND MUNICIPALITIES IN SOMERSET COUNTY
2009-122 
AWARD OF CONTRACT – DENTAL INSURANCE – DELTA DENTAL

Resolutions No. 2009-112 through No. 2008-122 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2009-123, entitled “AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN OPEN SPACE PARTNERSHIP GRANT APPLICATION CONCERNING MOUNTAIN AVENUE OPEN SPACE AREA” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-123 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2009-124, entitled “AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN OPEN SPACE PARTNERSHIP GRANT APPLICATION CONCERNING MOUNTIAN VIEW ROAD/POUND BROOK OPEN SPACE AREA” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2009-124 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Salvato requested that Reinman Road be rezoned to residential on the South side.  It is currently zoned industrial.  The Mayor stated that the Township Planner could review.

Mr. Krane explained that if the Township participates in the Somerset County grant program concerning an energy audit, the Township would be obligated to follow the recommendations.  The governing will further consider.  Mr. Krane will obtain more details.

Mr. Krane noted that the Township will receive an additional $500,000 from Green Acres for the Williams property.  The total cost to the Township is under $300,000 for the purchase of 92 acres.  

Fire Chief McGowan stated that grants filed for air packs for the Firefighters were not approved.  The air packs are ten years old and are failing.  This is a major safety issue.  The governing body agreed to bond approximately $300,000 for the purchase of new air packs.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Garafola, 6 Crest Lane, suggested that an energy evaluation be performed by the Township.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations:  Watchung Borough, Affordable Dwellings, Fire Companies, Library
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WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:20 p.m.

Mr. Salvato left the meeting at 8:49 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:05 p.m. 

The Mayor stated that the governing body is looking at all aspects of savings and controlling spending regarding the Library.  The governing body will be reviewing the agreement with the County.  The goal is to maintain services to the residents.  Mr. Sordillo stated that the governing body will investigate continuing with the Somerset County Library system or perhaps a Township owned library.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

