MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 29, 2007
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 29, 2007 at 7:09 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 
and February 27, 2007 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. DiNardo
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato 




Mayor Sordillo
Absent:

Mr. Plager

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor Sordillo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. Garafola read a proclamation in support of Autism Awareness.  This proclamation is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. DiNardo read a proclamation in support of Organ and Tissue Donor month.  This proclamation is appended to the official minutes.
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Mr. DiNardo introduced Ordinance No. 07-11 by title for first reading and read the following:
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET

APPROPRIATION LIMITS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH


A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 07-11 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced the 2007 Municipal Budget by Resolution No. 2007-65, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution No. 2007-65 is appended to the official minutes.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Resolution No. 2007-66 entitled “Filing of 2007 Municipal Budget”, seconded by Mr. Salvato and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolution No. 2007-66 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola, the Work and Executive meeting minutes of March 1, 2007 and the Regular and Executive Sessions of March 8, 2007 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, inquired about Ordinance No. 07-12.  Mr. Belardo explained that Verizon uses the Township easement for placing equipment wires on poles.
Mayor Sordillo closed the Comments on the Agenda Items section of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2007-67 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-67 is appended to the official minutes.
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Mr. DiNardo expressed concern over proposed Ordinance No. 07-12, which is on the agenda for introduction.  The ordinance would allow Verizon to continue to use poles in the Township for their equipment. He stated that there is a large amount of equipment on poles and this is not attractive.  Mr. Belardo suggested that Verizon is contacted and informed that the Township desires to control the amount of equipment on these poles.  Mrs. Garafola brought up the issue of the disturbance of property when poles and equipment is installed.  Mr. Belardo will review the ordinance.  It may be revised to tighten controls.  
Mr. Salvato referred to the removal of a building on Washington Valley Road.  He suggested a Township storage facility.  The governing body will further discuss.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mrs. Garafola, Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 2007-68 through No. 2007-76 were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Resolutions No. 2007-68 through No. 2007-76 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. DiNardo, Resolution No. 2007-77, entitled “APPOINTING ERIK LARSEN TO POLICE DEPARTMENT”, was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2007-77 is appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane stated that a trail will be constructed in the area of Timber Ridge Drive by Eagle Scouts.
Mr. Krane informed the Committee that the Hill Hollow sewer project has another delay.  There has been a change of plans relative to the TWA submitted.

Mr. Krane reported that there has been a recommendation from the Township Engineer for a new casing on one of the Wagner Farm wells.

This well would be used for the water supply to the Arboretum Community Garden plots.  The other recommendation is to drill a new well.  The new well will be capable of serving the existing tenants on the property. The governing body agreed.

Mr. Krane spoke of a proposal to assist the Sewerage Authority relative to the inspection of new residential sump pumps in the area of
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Manor Drive due to the redesigning of the pump station.  The services of the Engineering Department inspectors will be utilized.  The Sewerage Authority will not be charged; however, they would be responsible for any overtime expended.  The Committee agreed.

Mr. Krane stated that tax sales certificates were erroneously issued in 1972.  At that time, Mountain Boulevard was extended and the County became the owner.  The liens need to be cancelled.  The cost will be approximately $10,000.
Mr. Krane informed the Committee that the 2010 census process is commencing.  Address records need to be corrected.  Mr. Darge and Mr. Mullin in the Engineering Department will work on this.

Mr. Krane referred to Green Acres rules stating that when a grant is received from the State for open space, records must be updated to include the property in the open space inventory list.  The properties are then subject to Green Acres regulations.  He referred to the Wagner Farm Arboretum.  Mr. Krane stated that if the Township never receives additional Green Acres funds for any property in the Township, the issue of part the Arboretum located on non Green Acres property, and subject to Green Acres regulations, would never materialize.  The governing body agreed.
The Committee discussed and will not submit any applications for open space grants from the County in 2007.

Mr. Krane spoke of the $20,000 grant received from the County for the purchase of open space, specifically the Broda property.  The Township has not utilized this grant.  The County will be notified that these funds are not sufficient and will not be used.

On motion of Mayor Sordillo, second of Mrs. Garafola, Irene Toth was appointed to the Senior Citizen Advisory Board for a term to expire on December 31, 2008.  The voice vote was unanimous.
Mr. Belardo informed the governing body that the Township could pass an ordinance that would regulate videotaping of meetings by outside personnel.  The Committee will consider.

Mr. Krane referred to a draft ordinance that would amend the definition relative to commercial vehicles.  The governing body expressed concern that the definition may be too restrictive.  Mr. DiNardo will review the proposed ordinance.
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Mr. Krane informed the Committee that he, the Recreation Director and the Police had a meeting with the Zilinski Foundation.  The Foundation has requested to use the municipal grounds for an event on June 2nd.
Mr. Zilinski, who was present, explained the event and stated that funds would be donated back to the Township.  He had requested the area where the baseball fields are to be utilized as well.  Mr. Krane confirmed the approved area which included the playground area, pavilion and grounds adjacent to the Library.  These are the only approved areas.  Mrs. Garafola suggested that the Elks be approached for possible use of that property.  She stated that she would reach out to the Elks personnel.
Mrs. Zilinski stated that attempts have been made to work with the Township.  There is a problem with sports organizations because they will not accept AED donations.  There was a request by the Foundation that AEDs be placed at sports fields in the Township.  It is imperative that an AED is available at all fields so that lives are saved.  She read names of children that have died on fields in New Jersey.

Mayor Sordillo stated that Ken Brenn inquired about holding a Car Show again this year.  There is a tentative date of September 8th.  
Mayor Sordillo commented that residents are asking for Special Counsel to challenge tax assessments.  Mr. Belardo stated that Mr. Allen defends tax appeals for the Township and could not assume the role of Special Counsel in the area of challenging assessments.  The governing body asked Mr. Krane to investigate the request to determine what attorney could assume such a role.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Lakatos thanked the governing body for being proactive with the tax assessment issue.

Mrs. Smith thanked the governing body for their support of the Arboretum Foundation.

Mr. Catania, Briarwood Drive East, stated that he supports the Zilinski’s request for placing AEDs at all sports fields.  He asked why the request to utilize the baseball/sport fields in the Municipal Complex was denied.  Mr. Krane explained that there already has been an approved schedule of games.  Mr. Catania commented that there was an incident last week involving a 20 year old.  The AED saved his life.
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Mr. Nish, 15 Morning Glory Road, stated that the size of Verizon equipment on a pole near his house was unsafe.  He complained to Verizon and the equipment was relocated.
Mayor Sordillo closed the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Property Acquisition – Block 82, Lot 14 & 15 

Property Acquisition – Block 82, Lot 20.09

Sale of Property – Coughlin easement

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:21 a.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:30 a.m. 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mrs. Garafola and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

