MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 26, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 26, 2009 at 7:08 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:




Mr. DiNardo

Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Mayor presented a Certificate of Recognition to the award winning canine “James” and to Girl Scout Lynn Briesch, Gold Award recipient.
Watchung Regional High School made a presentation on their 2009 budget.
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On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the  Work Session minutes of February 26, 2009 and the Regular and Executive session minutes of March 5, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.  
Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, asked why benefits were not being cut at the High School.  The Mayor commented that there are contract obligations.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, asked the number of students from Green Brook that attend the High School.  The Business Administrator at the High School replied that there are 413 students.

Mrs. Florey, 37 King George Road, asked if any programs were cut from the school budget.  The Business Administrator replied no.

The Comments on the Agenda Items portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-88 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-88 is appended to the official minutes.
Mr. Salvato brought up the issue of freezing salaries in 2010 for Township employees and stated that if salaries are frozen, it would be for all employees.  Mayor Garafola agreed that it would be everyone, including the governing body.  Mr. Sordillo stated that the objective is to freeze everyone’s salary; however, this would have to be negotiated with unions.  Also, it was agreed that a portion of the overlay program would be cut and that an Inspector in the Construction office would be laid off.  Mr. Plager brought up the option of furloughs.  This is a consideration as well.  Mr. DiNardo stated that the road overlay program must be looked at closely.  The objective is not to cut services to the residents.

Mr. Sordillo suggested utilizing open space trust fund money to maintain open space properties.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-89      APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WARREN  

        TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2009-90     AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF YEAR 2009             

       TOWNSHIP OF  WARREN PROPOSAL WITH           


SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN


FREEHOLDERS

2009-91      RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS - STREET OPENING 



PERMITS

2009-92      AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT 


OF $38,400

2009-93      AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A HOLD
  
HARMLESS        AGREEMENT -  YMCA HEALTHY 


KIDS DAY

2009-94     STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT – GOVERNMENT RECORDS

COUNCIL        MATTER
2009-95     AMENDING 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET
Resolutions No. 2009-89 through No. 2008-95 are appended to the official minutes.

Mayor Garafola recused herself from the following discussion.

Mr. DiNardo made a motion to open discussion, seconded by Mr. Plager, and approved by unanimous voice vote, on the proposal by Cooperative Housing to build an addition on to two Group Homes, said addition to include five bedrooms in each home.  Mr. Salvato stated that he is not in favor of the addition and that all this type of housing in on the other side of town.  The governing body discussed and the general consensus was to allow the addition.  On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, the Township Attorney was directed to prepare the necessary ordinance to allow the addition.  The roll call vote was as follows:
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Mr. DiNardo


aye
Mr. Sordillo


aye

Mr. Plager


aye

Mr. Salvato


Nay

Mayor Garafola returned to the Dias.

The governing body discussed the Alliance Bible Church property and agreed to subdivide the property and to demolish the main building.

Mr. Salvato will work with John Chadwick regarding ordinance amendments regulating farm animals.

Mr. Krane asked if the governing body wants to submit an grant application to the County Greenway Program.  This grant program would result in the Township paying at least 75% of the cost of the property.  This will be further discussed.

David Checchio, General Counsel for Elite properties made a presentation on alternative age targeted housing.  The site being considered for this proposed housing is the old knitting mill on Dubois Road.  This property is in disrepair and needs remediation.  This housing would appeal to retirees who are on a fixed income.  The governing body will further consider and would like to reach out to other towns with this type of housing.  Mr. Chadwick Township Planner, will review the concept.  Mr. Salvato stated his opposition to the project.
The governing body agreed to reappoint Mr. Kastrud, Mr. Gallic, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Plager to the County Wastewater Management Committee.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Alexander Gnoy was appointed to the Open Space Committee for a term to expire on December 31, 2010.  The voice vote was unanimous.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting. 
Mrs. Grossweiler stated that the proposed age targeted housing is a good concept.
Mrs. Florey stated that several senior citizens were interested in the Cooperative Housing group homes.
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Mr. O’Donohue, formerly of 9 Heritage Drive, spoke of the issue of his property that was sold.  When the property was surveyed, there was an error in the property line, which resulted in the total acreage of 1.47.
If the home on this property ever burned downed,  a variance would have to be approved to rebuild, as the requirement for a home to be build is 1.50 acres.  He previously submitted a tort claim and was denied.  When he sold the house, he had to compensate the buyers in the amount of $16,000.  He requested that he be reimbursed the amount.  Mr. Lehrer will research the issue.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

2009-89      APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP 

        VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2009-90      AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF YEAR 2009 TOWNSHIP OF 

        WARREN PROPOSAL WITH SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF 

        CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE

2009-91      RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS - STREET OPENING PERMITS
2009-92      AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $38,400
2009-93      AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A HOLD HARMLESS                                  
        AGREEMENT -  YMCA HEALTHY KIDS DAY

2009-94     STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT – GOVERNMENT RECORDS COUNCIL 

        MATTER
2009-95     AMENDING 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

