MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 20, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 7:04 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Absent:

Mrs. Garafola
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




James Harding, Acting Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor DiNardo read a proclamation recognizing Girl Scout Week.

The Mayor reported on a meeting that he, Mr. Plager and Mr. Krane attended with the County regarding the redevelopment plan from North Road to Old Stirling 
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Road.  The plan included a bike lane, sidewalks and center islands in the roadway.  The project will commence in the fall of 2008.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, asked about ordinance No. 08-07.  Mr. Krane explained that Frederick Road will be vacated.  The road will be divided between Picut Corporation and the Alliance Bible Church.  The Township will no longer maintain the road, which is a cost savings.

Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-71 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-07 by title for first reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE RELEASING, EXTINGUISHING AND VACATING THE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC IN FREDERICK ROAD, AND REVERTING TITLE TO CONSOLIDATING THE VACATED AREA WITH ADJACENT PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED 
AS LOTS 13.01 AND 13.02 IN BLOCK 80 ON THE WARREN 
TOWNSHIP TAX MAP

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-07 was passed on first reading.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-72 
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – STREET OPENING PERMIT 2007-16

2008-73  
AUTHORIZING AND CONSENTING TO THE COLLOCATION OF COMMUNICATIONS ANTENNA ON THE EXISTING LATTICE
TOWER LOCATED AT 198 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

2008-74
AWARD OF CONTRACT – YARD DUMPSTER SERVICE
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2008-75
AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF 1989 HORTON AMBULANCE FROM RESCUE SQUAD

2008-76
AMENDING 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET

2008-77
APPOINTMENT TO GREEN BROOK FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION

2008-78
OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL A-816 - MODIFYING MUNICIPAL 
PROSECUTOR MANDATES

2008-79
OPPOSING S770 AND A1645 - MANDATING THE REORGANIZATION OF THE PURCHASING FUNCTIONING AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT IN 
ALL MUNICIPALITIES

2008-80 APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH L. GRASSO TO THE WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

2008-81 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF YEAR 2008 MUNICIPAL GRANT UPDATE

Resolutions No. 2008-72 through No. 2008-81 are appended to the official minutes.

The governing body agreed to lease amendments with all Fire Companies relative to the installation of smoke detection systems.
The Mayor noted that there was a great deal of effort regarding cutting the budget.  Over $450,000 was cut.  The Township lost $160,000 in State Aid, pension costs increased over $300,000, and fuel expense has increased significantly.  The budget will be introduced on April 2nd and the public hearing will be held on May 8th.  Mr. Plager commented that all expenses must be constantly monitored.  He suggested planting crops open space properties.
Mr. Krane noted that the open space tax could be reduced through placing a referendum on the ballot in November.  This will be further discussed.

The governing body discussed the planned new Post Office on Technology Drive.  They commented that there is not enough parking 
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to accommodate the residents.  They expressed concern over the sign being visible and that the sign should indicate ”Warren”.  
The governing body discussed expanding the summer camp program to require payment.  The five week camp in July on the municipal grounds is free except for a one time $25 fee.  A paid camp would be run off site.  This will be further discussed.
Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Lakatos commented that the open space tax started in 1998.  At present there is approximately $3 million in the kitty.  He questioned whether this amount is still needed.  
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

