MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 6, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Absent:

Mr. Plager

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Police Officer Corsilli.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, Resolution No. 2008-65, entitled  “APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT CHIEF TO MOUNT BETHEL VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2008-65 is appended to the official minutes.

Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Office to Assistant Fire Chief Al

Scjarback.
Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner, gave an overview on COAH rules recently published.  The growth projection exceeds Warren’s ability to comply.  An objection is currently being prepared to be submitted to the State.  Warren may adjust their position in the future.  Rules will be adopted by the State in June.  Mr. Belardo stated that these rules will be challenged.  Warren’s plans will be listed as very general so that there is no firm commitment.  The Township must keep track of building permits, as only new houses are counted in the formula.  The Mayor stated that any maps of the Township need to show only suitable land.  Mrs. Garafola expressed concern over the fact that senior citizens are being forced out of town and also over disabled people.  
Mr. Torisi, Warren Baseball Association, gave an overview of the plan to expand and refurbish the snack shack at the municipal field.  A second floor will be added to be utilized as a meeting room.  The Association will fund the improvements.  The meeting room will be made available to other organizations in the future.  The governing body thanked the Association.
Mr. Gillenwater, Open Space Advisory Committee, presented the plan for future open space land acquisitions.  Guidelines spoken of were maintaining the rural character of the Township, proper signage, the actual use of open space and the minimum of five acres.  The plan is on file in the Township Clerk’s office.  The governing body suggested the Open Space Committee work with Engineering to investigate the quality of parcels.
Ms. Lustenberg and Ms. Cogan of Verizon, were present to speak about FIOS.  Warren will be built out in approximately two years.  There have been problems trying to interconnect with Cablevision regarding the Public Access Channel.  The Board of Public Utilities is intervening.  The franchise fee is based on 3½% of gross revenues.  Molly Becker, Warren Cable Advisory Board, commented that service out of the Plainfield could be as late as 2010 for the Access Channel.
The governing body requested that progress should be reported through the Cable Committee and Mr. Krane.
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Mayor DiNardo read a proclamation honoring Girl Scout Week.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Special and Executive Session minutes of February 7, 2008 and the Regular session minutes of February 14, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-60 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-60 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-61
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – STREET OPENING PERMIT 2007-93

2008-62
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF GASOLINE, SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT
2008-63
AUTHORIZING INSTALLATION OF TWO FIRE HYDRANTS FOR STONE CREEK PROJECT

2008-64
AUTHORIZING INSTALLATION OF TWO FIRE HYDRANTS FOR WASHINGTON VALLEY ESTATES

2008-66
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS

2008-67
AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICY USE OF TOWNSHIP OWNED AND/OR COUNTY PROVIDED VEHICLES

2008-68
AUTHORIZING GROUNDS PERMIT FOR LIONS CLUB

2008-69
AUTHORIZING SUBORDINATION OF REHAB MORTGAGE 


BL. 213 LOT 4

2008-70
AMENDING 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET
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Resolutions No. 2008-61, except 2008-65, through No. 2008-70 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane spoke of the proposed co-location on the Nextel cell tower at 198 Mountain Avenue by Verizon Wireless.  The lease will bring $808 a month to Warren.  The governing body agreed to the request.
The governing body agreed to stating opposition to Senate Bill S770 and Assembly Bill A816 in resolutions.  The resolutions will be placed on the next meeting agenda for formal action.

The governing body discussed Assembly Bill A357 which mandates the posting of signs relative to development of properties.  Warren originally put the idea forth.  Assemblyman Munoz was a co-sponsor of the bill.  The bill is positive; however, it requires the municipality to post the sign and charge $75.  The governing body will take no further position.  

The governing body agreed to a cancer walk on the municipal grounds.

The governing body agreed to join a coalition with other towns opposing COAH rules.  There is no cost associated in joining.  Mayors will simply sign a letter.

The governing body agreed to accept the donation of an ambulance from the Rescue Squad.  The vehicle will be utilized by either fire/police or OEM.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  No one wished to be heard and this portion was closed.
On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

