MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 5, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, March 5, 2009 at 7:02 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 5, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo

Mr. Plager
Mr. Salvato

Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. DiNardo (arrived 7:25 p.m.)

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Township Attorney




Dominick Bratti, Special Counsel



John Chadwick, Township Planner
Boy Scout Troop #228 led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Joshua Garon, Boy Scout, representing Boy Scout Troop 228 gave a presentation on the role of Boy Scouts and all the accomplishments.  This year marks the 100th anniversary.   The Mayor read a proclamation in honor of the Boy Scouts and presented it to Troop #228.
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Mr. Plager read a proclamation in honor of Red Cross.

Mr. DiNardo arrived at 7:25 p.m.

Recreation Commission awards were presented to Brian and Bruce Vitale, Watchung Hill Elks Club, Watchung Hills Pop Warner & Cheer Association and to Junior Volunteer of the Year to Scott Grossnickle and Kathryne Kelble.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of February 12, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo referred to an article in the Wall Street Journal.  People generally do not like the merging of municipalities.  One of the negatives is that towns are governed by part time officials.

Mr. Chadwick gave an update on COAH.  The Township’s plan was filed on time.  In verbal communications with the State, they asked that additional forms be filed.  He advised that these forms should not be filed yet and that the Township wait till the next communication.  The Chelsea project will produce 11 affordable units of the 42 units proposed.  COAH approved an extension of the review process.  Mr. Lehrer stated that the briefing schedule regarding the joint fight of municipalities against COAH will not occur until the fall.
Mayor Garafola recused herself from the following discussion.

Angelo Di’Orio and Marymae Henley from Cooperative Housing Corporation were present to speak further on an expansion of the senior houses on Lindberg Avenue.  They had proposed to add five bedrooms in each house, so that ten subsidized units will exist in each house at a previous meeting.  Mr. Chadwick stated that current zoning would allow the expansion.  Mr. Salvato stated that he is against the expansion.  Mr. Salvato asked if the expansion were allowed, would Warren residents be given preference.  Ms. Henley was positive on this issue but could not guarantee that all units would be available to Warren residents.  Mr. DiNardo stated that he spoke with senior citizens and many were receptive.  Mr. Plager expresses concern that there might not be room for residents.  Deputy Mayor Sordillo informed Cooperative Housing that the governing body would render a decision soon.
Mayor Garafola returned to the Dias.’s HHHH
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The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-69 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2009-69 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-70
AWARD OF CONTRACT - MUNICIPAL BOND ACCOUNTING SERVICES

2009-71
AUTHORIZING TOWNSHIP POLICE PERSONNEL TO ASSIST WITH SOMERSET COUNTY POLICE TASKS
2009-72
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICERS

DREW CORSILLI, DANIEL FOLEY AND JOSEPH CASORIO
2009-73
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND – CRC COMMUNITIES 58 MT. BETHEL INC.
2009-74
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND – CRC COMMUNITIES CONKLIN LANE

2009-75
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND - TEN EIGHTEEN, LLC BLOCK 75, LOTS 4 & 5
2009-76
AUTHORIZING FEE INCREASE FOR MINI DUMP
2009-77
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO WARREN TOWNSHIP 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2009-78
AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF REHAB MORTGAGE PROJECT # W-175

2009-79
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AMENDED DELTA DENTAL AGREEMENT
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2009-80
AWARD OF CONTRACT - YARD DUMPSTER 

2009-81
AUTHORIZING FILING OF HIGHWAY SAFETY PROJECT GRANT APPLICATION TO NJDHTS

2009-82
AUTHORIZING FILING OF HIGHWAY SAFETY PROJECT GRANT APPLICATION TO NJDHTS
2009-83
AUTHORIZIES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SANITARY SEWER LATERAL FOR BLOCK 56 LOT 2.06
2009-84 
AUTHORIZING METRO PCS COLLOCATION AT WAGNER  FARM

2009-85
AUTHORIZING BONDS AGGREGATING THE PRINCIPAL SUM OF $4,364,000
Resolutions No. 2009-70 through No. 2008-85 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Krane referred to the analysis report on open space tax revenues and disbursements.  The report is informational only.  The balance in the fund is over $3 million dollars.

The governing body discussed raising fees for summer camp.  These fees are presently very low and will be increased this year.

The governing body discussed the request by the Rescue Squad to lease the Rescue 1 vehicle to the Township.  This vehicle serves as the primary support for the Extrication Team.  The Township would then provide all insurance, maintenance, repairs and fuel for the vehicle.  This plan would provide adequate time for the Township or the Fire Department to raise funds to purchase the truck.  The governing body agreed to a one year lease with an option of a two year renewal.  
Mr. Lehrer explained the Permit Extension Act.  Legislation was passed in response to the economic situation.   Any approvals granted by Planning, Zoning and Construction are vested through July 2010 without the need for additional extensions.
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On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Richard Weinstein was appointed to the Environmental Commission as Alternate # 2.  The roll call was unanimous.  Mr. Henschel, currently an Alternate #2 will be moved to the Alternate # 1 position.
Mr. Krane stated that he had discussion with the Soccer Association with regards to the lighting of the field.  The Association is willing to pay for the lighting.

Mr. Krane stated that the County will replace the bridge on Blazier Road and explained the detour plan.  The public will be notified.

Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting. 
Mr. Lakatos stated that he wrote a letter to the County on the Quarry road closure near Chimney Rock Road.  The response was not acceptable and he will inform the County.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Plager introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Litigation – D’Onofrio vs. Warren

WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.
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The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:22 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:55 p.m. 

Mayor Garafola stated that the budget must be cut by $800,00.  Most of the cuts will be from capital projects.  A wage freeze is being considered for all employees.  Mr. Krane will have discussions with all three unions.  The surplus is down $600,000.  The next budget discussion will take place at the March 19th meeting.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

