MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 1, 2007
WORK MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in a Work Session on Thursday, March 1, 2007 at 7:05 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Deputy Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2007 by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk.  This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting”.
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Plager
Mrs. Garafola
Mr. Salvato

Deputy Mayor DiNardo

Absent:

Mayor Sordillo
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator



Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk

Deputy Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Potential Litigation
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:06 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Work Session at 7:30 p.m. 

The Committee commenced 2007 budget discussions.
The governing body directed Mr. Krane to cut the budget by $500,000 and Mrs. Garafola commended him for accomplishing that.
Mr. Plager expressed concern over the public information relative to tax credits.  This public information will enable anyone to know what people earn.  Mrs. Garafola stated that this is an invasion of privacy and suggested that Legislators are contacted to protest and ask what can be done.

The proposed budget reflects an increase of 3.2% over the 2006 budget.  

Mrs. Garafola asked the Committee members to review the budget as it will be introduced on March 29th.
Mr. DiNardo expressed concern over the amount of surplus, stating that he believes it should be more than what it is at this time.

Mr. Krane explained the reserve for uncollected taxes portion of the budget.  He also stated that the investment return on the Township’s money market is over 5%.
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The governing body agreed to schedule a Special meeting on March 22nd for the purpose of interviewing candidates for the position of Police Officer.

Deputy Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  No one wished to be heard and this portion was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

