MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 14, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, February 14, 2008 at 7:05 a.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room in the Municipal Complex, Warren, New Jersey.

Deputy Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
and by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato (arrived 7:03 a.m.)
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Deputy Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Sordillo read a Proclamation recognizing Read Across America.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-01 by title for second reading and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-61 
TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 63 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD EXT.”
Mrs. Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-01 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-02 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-60 TO BE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR WARREN OFFICE CENTER.”

Mrs. Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-02

was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-03 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-59 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for Gateway east, llc.”
Mrs. Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.
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On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-03
was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato introduced Ordinance No. 08-04 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-58 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for 160 Mt. Bethel road.”
Mrs. Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 08-04

was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 08-05 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN TO ADD SECTION 7-57 TO BE ENTITLED “Traffic Regulations for KINDERCARE OF WARREN.”
Mrs. Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-05

was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-06 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS TOWNSHIP REAL PROPERTY WITH OPEN SPACE RESTRICTIONS IDENTIFIED AS LOT 1 IN BLOCK 11, BY PRIVATE SALE TO THE OWNER OF LOT 3 IN BLOCK 11.
February 14, 2008
Mrs. Garafola opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to be heard and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Salvato, Ordinance No. 08-06
was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular session minutes of January 24, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Salvato stated that presentations should be limited to 10 minutes and that the Township Clerk will monitor the time.  He asked that the presenters be notified of the time limit in writing.
Mayor Sordillo opened the Comments on Agenda Items portion of the meeting.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Drive, spoke of the written explanations on agendas relative to ordinances.  Ms. DiRocco stated that there is an explanation most of the time.  If the title is self explanatory, there is no need to repeat the information.  She advised Mr. Lakatos that there are copies of ordinances for review in her office and are free of charge once introduced.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-45 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-45 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Plager, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-46
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – ROAD OPENING PERMIT# 2007-19

2008-47
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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2008-48
MAINTENANCE BOND RELEASE – BLOCK 24 LOT 10

2008-49
AUTHORIZING HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION FOR 206 MOUNTAIN AVE 

2008-50
AUTHORIZING HOUSE LEASE EXTENSION FOR 204 AND 207 MOUNTAIN AVE 


2008-51
AMENDING 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET

2008-52
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS

2008-53
AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF REHAB MORTGAGE PROJECT W-45

2008-54
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF TOWNSHIP VEHICLES

2008-55
AUTHORIZING PERFORMANCE BOND REDUCTION 

2008-56
APPOINTMENT OF DREW CORSILLI TO WARREN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

2008-57
AWARD OF CONTRACT – VINYL COATED CHAIN LINK FENCE & RELATED ACCESSORIES

Resolutions No. 2008-46 through No. 2008-57 are appended to the official minutes.

The Recreation Commission safety and Janet Policies were discussed.
There was no formal action by the governing body, as these policies are for information only.  The sports organizations are in favor and the policies will be phased in within two years.  The governing body thanked those who are in favor of these policies.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Plager, James Zilinski was moved to the Regular member position on the Recreation Commission, from the Alternate #1 position, for a term to expire 12/31/12.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The governing body agreed to set a new policy for use of municipal vehicles in the Police Department.  A resolution will be placed on the next meeting agenda.
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The Committee agreed to vacate Fredrick Road.  The ordinance will be prepared for introduction at an upcoming meeting.
Mrs. Garafola recommended that the matter involving a conservation easement at 15 Kensington Court be referred to the Planning Board Attorney for review.  The governing body agreed.
The governing body agreed that the house on the Stransky property will be demolished.
Mrs. Garafola stated that a report from the YMCA indicated that the Morris Union Jointure Commission had plans to utilize the YMCA even before the school’s planning stages.  The issue must be addressed through the Board of Adjustment and the Sewerage Authority.

The Committee approved the recommendation of The Trails Committee to appoint Margareta Warlick to that Committee.

The governing body agreed to appoint Nicholas Guarino to the Cable 

Advisory Committee.

The governing body discussed Senior Housing.  Possible sites will be discussed in Executive Session.  There will be a survey in an upcoming Newsletter.  Mr. Krane will direct Mr. Chadwick, Township Planner, to start working on a plan.  A grant of $50,000 received from the County will be utilized for a study.
Mr. Plager spoke of fluorescent lights and the disposal thereof.  They contain mercury.  He suggested that the DPW facility have a special container for disposal.

Deputy Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.

Mrs. Grossweiler, Grossweiler Lane, stated that she hopes senior housing becomes a reality.

Mrs. DelVecchio, Geiger Lane asked about Verizon FIOS.  Mrs. Garafola informed her that Verizon will be making a presentation at the March 6th meeting.
February 14, 2008

Mrs. Florey, King George Road, stated that the Recreation Commission was initially informed by the YMCA that residents would be able to utilize the services at the Morris Union Jointure School free of charge.

Mr. Agresti, 1 Nottingham Way, stated that taxes keep going up.  Mrs. Garafola explained that the municipal portion is only 10% of the tax bill.

She suggested that he address the issue with Somerset County and the Board of Education.

Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, stated that his tax assessment went down 2.9%.  He noted that Dock Watch Hollow Road is in bad condition.

The Privilege of the Floor portion was closed, as no one else wished to speak.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:06 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

