WARREN TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

46 MOUNTAIN BOULEVARD

WARREN, N J 07059

Approved

Minutes of February 6, 2007 meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM

.

Present Commissioners: R. Britt (Presiding Officer), H. Black, W. Gerken, G. Pasternak 

Absent Commissioners: D. Gallic, J. Runfolo, P. Lobo, J. Rohrer, Liaison M. Plager
The minutes of January 16, 2007 meeting were approved.    

Flag salute

STATEMENT by Presiding Officer: Adequate notice of this meeting was given

by posting a copy on the Township Bulletin Board and sending a copy to the Township Clerk, Echoes Sentinel and Courier News as required by the Open Public Meetings Act. All Commissioners are duly appointed volunteers working for the Township of Warren.  We plan to adjourn by 10 p.m. 

Next meeting will be February 20, 2007 at the 

library meeting room at 8:00 PM

If you are not able to attend the meeting, please call

the Secretary at 908-369-0682 as soon as possible.
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Correspondence:

I. From:  Jack Del Guercio (applicant)

To:   Interested Party

· The applicant is applying for an LOI with no regulated activities. 
· Applicant:  Jack Del Guercio

· Block 49, Lot 3

· Loc.: Red Hill Road

From:  NJDEP

To:   Eastern States Environmental Associates

· The letter is in response to the applicant’s request for an LOI from the Division of Land Use Regulation indicating the presence or absence of freshwater wetlands and waters on the referenced property. The Division has determined that freshwater wetlands and waters are not present. 
· Applicant:  American Properties Realty, Inc. 

· Block 78, Lot 15.01

· Loc.: unknown

II. Minutes from other boards or commissions:

· Warren Township Planning Board meeting minutes dated December 11, 2006 and reorganization meeting minutes dated January 8, 2007

· Bernards Township Environmental Commission meeting minutes dated November 13, 2006 and December 11, 2006

· Township of Long Hill Environmental Commission meeting minutes dated December 18, 2006

III. Other Correspondence:
The WEC Commissioners received the Warren Trails Committee accomplishments for 2006, which included planning activities, implementation of the five Bicentennial Trail sites, and public relations. Maps are available online or in the municipal building. 

They also received information from the Community Forestry Program Representative regarding the Shade Tree Program. Due to unfulfilled training and accreditation requirements, the municipality no longer has approved status under the New Jersey Shade Tree and Community Forestry Assistance Act as of January 1, 2007.  There is training on March 10, 2007 that will fulfill the core training requirements of the program. Rory Britt will send information to WEC Commissioners on the training, so that the WEC can keep up with the Shade Tree accreditation. 
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Discussion:

The WEC Commissioners discussed the Master Plan Reexamination Report for 2006 presented by the Warren Township Planning Board and the amendments to the master plan by John Chadwick. Rory Britt is checking to see if the WEC comments will be added in.

The Commissioners decided that the July through December meetings will be at the municipal building since meeting locations are required, and the library cannot commit that far in advance. The 2007 meeting schedule will be revised. 

The next meeting will be the reorganization meeting with voting on officers.

Old Business:

None at this meeting.

New Business: 

None at this meeting.

Maps:

Case PB2007-02

Frank and Elaine Nisch

Block 66, Lot 1 





Morning Glory and Mobus Lane





Minor Subdivision/Public




Meeting date:  TBA




Due date: February 28, 2007 

The Warren Environmental Commission discussed this at their February 6, 2007 meeting. The WEC says that the existing wetlands should not be disturbed, and there may be some way to use the existing gravel driveway on Mobus Lane. They should not cross the state open waters. The WEC is opposed to bringing sewer water and gas through state open waters; perhaps it could be brought through Mobus Lane or another route.

Other concerns were that the floor/area ratio should subtract the wetlands to limit the size of the building. 
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Case PB2006-20

Bruce P. Harris and Mindy Harris

Block 24, Lot 21 





34 Elm Avenue





Minor Subdivision/Public




Meeting date:  March 26, 2007 tentative




Due date: February 28,2007 

The Warren Environmental Commission discussed this at their February 6, 2007 meeting. The WEC recommended that the town should not grant variances for houses on two separate lots since there is too much density. The wetlands should be subtracted out when figuring out the FAR. The lots are very small on this property.

Case PB2007-01

Edward Swidzinski

Block 73, Lot 2 





178 Mount Horeb Road





Minor Subdivision/Public




Meeting date: February 26, 2007




Due date: February 16, 2007 

The Warren Environmental Commission discussed this at their February 6, 2007 meeting. The WEC is opposed to having houses on steep slopes, and it is against NJDEP regulations. The location of the house could be changed to bring off the steep slope. In the FAR calculations, the steep slopes must be subtracted. 

They also noted that any construction should try to preserve mature trees. It seems evident that there will be a problem with water collection. The stormwater retention must conform to state and local regulations.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM

Respectfully submitted,








Katrina De la Cruz, 











Secretary

“Conservation is Harmony between man & land”

