MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 17, 2009
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, December 17, 2009 at 7:10 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor Garafola read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on November 2, 2009 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. DiNardo
Mr. Plager

Mayor Garafola
Absent:

Mr. Salvato
Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




Albert Cruz, Acting Township Attorney

Mayor Garafola led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Plager introduced Ordinance No. 09-25 by title for adoption and read the following:
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
revisING CHAPTER XVI “ZONING” SECTION 16-4.2 ENTITLED “DEFINITION OF TERMS” BY AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF A HALF- STORY
The ordinance and public hearing was carried at the November 19, 2009 meeting to this meeting.
Mr. Plager made a motion to continue the public hearing on this ordinance, seconded by Mr. DiNardo.  At this time, the governing body decided to table this ordinance.  By tabling the ordinance now, the ordinance will automatically expire at the end of the year.

Mr. Plager withdrew the motion to continue the public hearing, seconded by Mr. DiNardo and carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Mr. DiNardo made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 09-26 by title for second reading and adoption and read the following:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $415,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO DOCK WATCH HOLLOW ROAD FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $394,250 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION

Ms. DiRocco stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement for this ordinance was endorsed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, returned and filed in the Township Clerk’s office.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, the Regular Session and Executive Session Minutes of November 19, 2009 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

The Comments on Agenda Items portion was opened.  No one wished to speak and this portion was closed.
Mr. Sordillo introduced and read Resolution No. 2009-272 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Plager.  The roll call vote was unanimous.
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Resolution No. 2009-272 is appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. DiNardo, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions were approved carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2009-273
AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF INTEREST PENALTIES FOR 


CERTAIN PROPERTIES FOR THE 4TH QUARTER, 2009
2009-274
PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER MICHAEL ABOOSAMARA
2009-275
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS –STREET OPENING 


PERMITS - HILL HOLLOW ROAD SEWER PROJECT AND



8 ROSE COURT
2009-276
ESTABLISHING JANUARY 1, 2010 AS A HOLIDAY
2009-277
AWARD OF CONTRACT - RENOVATIONS OF TENNIS COURTS AT 

GREENWOOD MEADOWS PARK – LIBERTY VILLAGE DRIVE

2009-278 
CANCELLATION OF TAXES – TOWNSHIP OWNED PROPERTIES
2009-279 
AMENDING CONTRACT AWARD FOR ONE-TON MASON DUMP 


TRUCK 

2009-280
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT – ROCK SALT THROUGH SOMERSET 

COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT

2009-281
AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT CLAIM
2009-282
AUTHORIZING BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $48,000
2009-283
AUTHORIZING POSTPONEMENT OF PART OF DECLARATION OF 

COVENANTS, CONDITIONS, AND RESTRICTIONS
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2009-284
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 - MT. BETHEL 




BAPTIST MEETING HOUSE ROOF

2009-285
SUPPORTING PARTICIPATION IN THE SUSTAINABLE JERSEY 


MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
2009-286
 AWARD OF CONTRACT - WARREN TOWNSHIP HOUSING REHAB 
 GRANT PROGRAM – PROJECT #’s W-01-08, W-09-04

Resolutions No. 2009-273 through No. 2009-286 are appended to the official minutes.

Mr. Cruz spoke of the request by Verizon to the New Jersey  Board of Public Utilities for a statewide franchise due to Verizon providing service to 60% of households in Warren, as that is the criteria.  If successful, Cablevision will be required to pay a franchise fee of 3.5% of gross revenues to the Township as well.

The Cablevision franchise will be negotiated in 2010.  The Township Clerk will send a notice for a public hearing.

The governing body agreed that Mr. Sordillo will serve as Mayor and Mr. DiNardo will serve as Deputy Mayor in 2010.

An encroachment issue was discussed relative to Block 25, Lot 13.  A tennis court on a portion of this property was constructed on Township owned land.  The Township’s surveyor did not detect the encroachment.  The owners would like to sell this property.  This issue will be further investigated and discussed.

Mr. Krane stated that the Planning Board determined that the property at 29 DuBois Road is in need of redevelopment.  There is a process that must be followed.  The governing body will make the final decision regarding plans for this property.

Fire Chief McGowan, retiring at the end of this year, gave a report on the accomplishments that were made in the last several years.  He thanked the governing body and stated that it has been a pleasure serving as Chief.  He introduced John Tucker, who will be the new Fire Chief.  Mr. Tucker praised Mr. McGowan.
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The current members of the Wastewater Management Planning Committee that serve for the Township at the County will remain for 2010.
Mayor Garafola opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  
Mr. Delello, 11 Wells Lane, commended DPW Superintendent Doug Buro.  Mr. Buro helped resolve a water run off problem related to a neighboring property. 
Mr. Lakatos, Horseshoe Road, complained about tax assessments.
Properties have declined so assessments should have decreased.

He requested that the governing body place on the ballot a question for the voters to decide on the open space tax, specifically to end the tax.

Mr. Plager stated that the Township is very frugal and has the lowest tax rate in the County.

The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. DiNardo introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Plager and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Personnel – D. Corsilli resignation

Contract Negotiations – County Library Commission
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.
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The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:35 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 8:50 p.m. 

On motion of Mr. DiNardo, second of Mr. Plager, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

