MINUTES OF THE WARREN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 11, 2008
REGULAR MEETING

The Township Committee of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, convened in Public Session on Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 7:04 p.m. in the Susie B. Boyce Meeting Room, 44 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey.

Mayor DiNardo read the following notice:

“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on January 8, 2008 
by sending written notices to the Echoes Sentinel and Courier News, posting on the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and filing with the Township Clerk”.

“This meeting is to be taped for broadcast on the Access Channel and everyone is required to comply with the policies and procedures governing access programming for the Access Channel.  No mention of political affiliation or political advertising shall take place at this meeting or it will be deleted from any rebroadcast of the meeting.” 
On call of the roll, the following Committee members were present:

Mr. Sordillo
Mr. Plager

Mrs. Garafola

Mr. Salvato

Mayor DiNardo

Also Present:

Mark M. Krane, Township Administrator




Patricia A. DiRocco, Township Clerk




John Belardo, Township Attorney

Mayor DiNardo led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
’s HHHH
On motion of Mr. Plager, second of Mrs. Garafola Resolution No.  2008-280 entitled “Appointing Michael Aboosamara to the Warren Township Police Department” was introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-280 is appended to the official minutes.
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Ms. DiRocco administered the Oath of Allegiance to Police Officer Michael Aboosamara.

Mrs. Garafola introduced Ordinance No. 08-22 by title for second reading and read the following:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,  AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE 
TOWNSHIPOF WARREN, CHAPTER XV, “LAND USE 
PROCEDURES AND DEVELOPMENT”, SECTION 15-5 “FEES”, SUBSECTION 15-5.4 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEES”

Ms. DiRocco stated that pursuant to the requirements of the Municipal Land Use law, this ordinance was referred to the Planning Board.  At a meeting held on November 24, 2008, the Board determined that this ordinance is not inconsistent with any provisions of the Master Plan.

Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  

Mr. Murray, resident, questioned the language in the ordinance referring to a statute adopted in July 2008.  He noted that some provisions are not in the ordinance that is scheduled for adoption this evening.  He stated his concern over when the developer’s fees is paid and noted that it is inconsistent.  Mr. Belardo told Mr. Murray that he informed his associate that this ordinance was mandated by the State and the State’s model had to be utilized.  The ordinance is consistent with the Statute and is uniform throughout the State.  He suggested that Mr. Murray challenge COAH.

The Public Hearing on this ordinance was closed.


On motion of Mrs. Garafola second of Mr. Sordillo, Ordinance No. 08-22 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo introduced Ordinance No. 08-24 by title for second reading and read the following: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3-21 ENTITLED “PENALTY” OF CHAPTER III ENTITLED “GENERAL POLICE REGULATIONS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WARREN, TO REVISE AND UPDATE THE MAXIMUM PENALTIES SET FORTH THEREIN
Mayor DiNardo opened the public hearing on this ordinance.  No one wished to speak and the public hearing was closed.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo second of Mr. Plager, Ordinance No. 08-24 was adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, the Regular and Executive session minutes of November 20, 2008 were approved.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Mr. Sordillo stated that a house on Mountain View Road, with a new addition, is positioned sideways.  He suggested passing an ordinance so that this may be prevented in the future.  Mr. Chadwick will be directed to research and draft an ordinance.
The Comments on Agenda items portion of the meeting was opened.  No one wished to speak.
Mrs. Garafola introduced and read Resolution No. 2008-267 for the payment of bills, seconded by Mr. Salvato.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-267 is appended to the official minutes.
Resolution No. 2008-276 was removed from the Consent Agenda to be voted on separately.

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Salvato, the following Consent Agenda Resolutions, were approved, carried by unanimous roll call vote:
2008-268
PROMOTES THE ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.25
2008-269
CANCELLATION OF TAXES – TOWNSHIP OWNED 


PROPERTIES

2008-270
AUTHORIZES THE COMMUNICATIONS SITE LEASE AGREEMENT AT 198 MOUNTAIN AVENUE TO TOWERCO
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2008-271
CANCELING UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED BALANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES TO CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

2008-272
ESTABLISHING JANUARY 1, 2009 AS A HOLIDAY

2008-273
AUTHORIZING PUBLIC AUCTION OF VEHICLE WITH JUNK 
TITLE

2008-274
RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND



ALLIANCE BIBLE CHURCH - BLOCK 80 LOT 13.01

2008-275
AWARD OF CONTRACT -MOBILE CATCH BASIN CLEANER

2008-277
RELEASING INSPECTION FEE – PINNACLE DEVELOPERS

2008-278
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND – STONE CREEK REALTY - BL. 76 LOT 4

Resolutions No. 2008-268 through No. 2008-278 are appended to the official minutes.

On motion of Mr. Sordillo, second of Mr. Plager, Resolution No. 2008-

276 “Consents to the Future Appropriation of Funds from the Township’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund to CPNJ” was 

introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was as follows:
Mr. Sordillo


Aye

Mr. Plager


Aye

Mrs. Garafola

Abstain

Mr. Salvato


Aye

Mayor DiNardo

Aye

Resolution No. 2008-276 is appended to the official minutes.
On motion of Mr. Salvato, second of Mr. Sordillo, Resolution No. 2008-

279 “AUTHORIZING SALARIES FOR TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEES” was 
introduced and adopted.  The roll call vote was unanimous.

Resolution No. 2008-279 is appended to the official minutes.
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The appointments for professionals will be handled as they have been in the past.

The governing body agreed that Mrs. Garafola will be Mayor in 2009 and Mr. Sordillo will be Deputy Mayor.

The Township is awaiting test results regarding the cell tower on Wagner Farm.

Mr. Salvato again suggested that the houses on the former Alliance Bible Church property be sold and the church be demolished.  The property should be open space.  The governing body agreed.

Mr. Krane spoke of two lots on Mount Horeb Road that need sewers.  To accomplish this, a drainage easement must be crossed on Hill Hollow Road.  The governing body agreed.

Mr. Krane informed the governing body that in 1986, the governing body approved a study in the Highmount Road area for noise barriers.
NJDOT is proposing a termination of this project.  County officials still support the project and have requested a meeting with NJDOT.

An internet based survey utilizing the Township’s website for the purpose of determining if there is an interest by residents for a park and ride facility in Warren.

The governing body expressed support for Somerset County Business Partnership’s green toolkit program.

The governing body agreed to re-lease the house located at 195 Mountain Avenue.

A grant has been received for the Mountain View Road Phase III project.

Mr. Sordillo recommended the Garden State Fund for the Township’s 2009 insurance.

Mayor DiNardo opened the Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting.  

Mr. Hooker, 196 Mount Horeb Road, who has been present at the last two meetings and has been receiving assistance with a problem with concerning his property.  Some of the issues have been addressed.  
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The neighbor was directed to re-stake the property, move lumber and lower a pile of rocks.  The Mayor stated that the neighbor has until December 26th to correct the issues.
The Privilege of the Floor portion of the meeting was closed.

Mrs. Garafola introduced and read the following resolution, seconded by Mr. Sordillo and carried by unanimous voice vote.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L.1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:

Contract Negotiations –   Professional Service Appointments
Potential Property Acquisition –  Open Space properties
WHEREAS, when and if the matters discussed become public record, this will be made known to the public at that time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Warren, that the public is excluded from this

Meeting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken upon reconvening to Public Session.

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:45 p.m.

The meeting reconvened to Public Session at 9:15 p.m. 

On motion of Mrs. Garafola, second of Mr. Sordillo, and unanimous voice vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. DiRocco, RMC







Township Clerk

